
33.73% 283

7.63% 64

8.10% 68

38.86% 326

22.41% 188

Q1 Please indicate your connection(s) to
the Upper Canada District School Board.

Answered: 839 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 839  

# Other:  (please specify) Date

1 grandchildren to attend schol in Glengarry 2/2/2017 3:55 PM

2 I am a former student of UCDSB 2/2/2017 3:47 PM

3 I am a parent of young children who will be attending UCDSB schools in the near future. 2/2/2017 3:45 PM

4 I am a parent/former UCDSB graduate with young children who I intend to send to an UCDSB School 2/1/2017 7:44 PM

5 I am a community member with young children who will be attending a UCDSB School 2/1/2017 7:42 PM

6 business owner 2/1/2017 6:50 PM

7 Participate in community events at the school 2/1/2017 1:48 PM

8 I am an Alumni 1/31/2017 11:35 PM

9 I am a grandparent whose children all attended JS Macleod PS and Glengarry District High School and, I have
grandchildren attending Laggan PS with plans for them to all attend GDHS.

1/31/2017 8:37 PM

10 I am a previous student with school aged children hoping to return to the area. The possible school closures will have
a big impact on my decision to move back or not.

1/31/2017 6:44 PM

11 I attended a UCDSB school 1/31/2017 6:30 PM

I am a
parent/guard...

I am a student
attending a...

I am an UCDSB
employee

I am a
community...

Other:
(please...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

I am a parent/guardian of student(s) at UCDSB school(s)

I am a student attending a UCDSB School

I am an UCDSB employee

I am a community member without children attending UCDSB Schools

Other:  (please specify)
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12 Grandmother of pupil 1/31/2017 3:47 PM

13 I used to attend 1/31/2017 3:08 PM

14 I am a grand parent with grand children that will attend UCDSB Schools 1/31/2017 9:33 AM

15 I am still deciding which school board to register with and the outcome of the school closures will impact this decision.
If GDHS closes, I WILL NOT register my child with the UCDSB. If it remains open, then my child will be registered in
the UCDSB.

1/31/2017 6:14 AM

16 graduate, children in French-Catholic elementary, business owner 1/30/2017 10:24 PM

17 Former student GDHS 1/30/2017 9:36 PM

18 I used to attend a UCDSB school. 1/30/2017 9:07 PM

19 I am a soon to be parent who would like to have children an UCDSB school 1/30/2017 7:00 PM

20 Was a parent, now a grandparent of students 1/30/2017 6:05 PM

21 Had children who attended CharLan and GDHS. Very concerned about school closings. 1/30/2017 5:41 PM

22 past student of UCDSB school 1/30/2017 4:16 PM

23 I am a former student and teacher at the UCDSB. 1/30/2017 4:06 PM

24 former student 1/28/2017 2:08 PM

25 I am a community member who sent students through UCDSB 1/27/2017 1:36 PM

26 Graduate 1/26/2017 3:54 PM

27 I am an alumnus of GDHS and have many friends and family who live still in the Glengarry I will always love. 1/21/2017 11:11 AM

28 A former student of UCDSB schools 1/20/2017 3:45 PM

29 Former Maxville and GDHS Student 1/20/2017 8:44 AM

30 Employment Ontario 1/20/2017 8:43 AM

31 I am also a very proud graduate of Glengarry District High School, member school of the UCDSB. 1/17/2017 8:03 AM

32 Parent of future students 1/16/2017 8:54 PM

33 My child is an employee with the UCDSB and I have a grandchild who attends this school should not have to change
to another school at this stage in their education.

1/16/2017 3:50 PM

34 I grew up in Alexandria, and in North Lancaster. I went to the Perpétuel Elementaire, went to Elda-Rouleau, Ste-
Thérèse in North Lancaster and part of my HighSchool at le Relais, back when both english and french were able to
progress under the same roof.

1/11/2017 2:11 PM

35 i am a parent of children who attended GDHS and who received an education that prepared them well for their post
secondary dreams. My grandchildren had hoped to do the same. This is my community of choice and I value my rural
lifestyle. I also was employed by this school board for many years. I remember GDHS boundaries being reduced to
save CharLan once already. They were altered to create a student body to attend Tagwi. GDHS has been undervalued
for years by this Board. It is time for us to be appreciated.

1/10/2017 3:53 PM

36 All of my children attended UCDSB schools 1/10/2017 3:52 PM

37 I have children attending Saint Finnan's Elementary School which we plan on sending to Glengarry District High
School

1/10/2017 3:51 PM

38 my kids studied at charlan high school. 1/10/2017 3:46 PM

39 Former UCDSB Student 1/10/2017 3:46 PM

40 Parent of former students at GDHS and Maxville Public School, grandparent of students 1/10/2017 3:45 PM

41 I am a grandparent whose grandchildren are (and will be) attending UCDSB schools. All my children have attended
UCDSB schools.

1/9/2017 9:11 AM

42 Parent of student in French Catholic Elementary wanting to switch to French immersion in the English Public system 1/1/2017 9:06 PM

43 Parent of student attending French Catholic, but wanting to switch to English Public. 1/1/2017 8:53 PM

44 Graduate of a UCDSB school 12/27/2016 4:06 PM

45 A former UCDSB student 12/25/2016 5:20 PM
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46 I am an alumni from GDHS and my grandchildren will attend GDHS. 12/22/2016 8:56 AM

47 I am the sibling of GDHS students. 12/17/2016 10:08 PM

48 Former Student 12/17/2016 10:06 PM

49 Grandparent of student(s) at UCDSB school(s) 12/17/2016 10:04 PM

50 I am retired and have adult children who attended Glengarry schools and then GDHS. I appreciate fully what the
GDHS experience added to my children's lives. Sports, local culture, and after school activities all were an integral part
of their school careers.

12/17/2016 10:03 PM

51 Unspecified 12/17/2016 9:56 PM

52 This will be part 3 of my survey. I keep thinking of things I forgot to say. My children attend __________ in Alexandria.
I hope to send them to GDHS when they are finished elementary school. If that option is removed I will not send them
to Tagwi or VCI. I will send them to Holy Trinity or Le Relais.

12/17/2016 9:51 PM

53 I hope to send my children to Glengarry District High School, in the Immersion Program. They currently attend
__________, French Catholic School in order to have the asset of being bilingual. Thank you for listening.

12/17/2016 9:50 PM

54 Retired employee who has grand children attending GDHS 12/17/2016 9:49 PM

55 Former UCDSB employee and former Government employee 12/17/2016 9:48 PM

56 graduate 12/17/2016 9:45 PM

57 Former UCDSB Student 12/17/2016 9:43 PM

58 I am a community member, business owner, a former graduate and parent of a former graduate. 12/17/2016 9:42 PM

59 unspecified 12/16/2016 8:26 PM

60 Community member with children who all graduated from GDHS 12/15/2016 9:57 AM

61 My children attended and graduated the Glengarry District High school. One of my children benefitted greatly from
attending GDH. I believe the staff directly contributed to how successful they were with post secondary education and
their current professional life.

12/15/2016 9:56 AM

62 I am a parent of children who previously attended GDHS. 12/15/2016 9:54 AM

63 Husband & I recently moved but our children all attended public and high school in Glengarry. I feel very strongly that
closing Glengarry District High School would be catastrophic for the town and surrounding area of Alexandria.

12/15/2016 9:51 AM

64 Parent of a child who might attend UCDSB 12/10/2016 12:14 PM

65 Unspecified 12/9/2016 8:27 AM

66 I went to UCDSB 12/8/2016 11:57 PM

67 I am a Graduate of UCDSB 12/8/2016 9:46 AM

68 I am a retired employee with the UCDSB. 12/7/2016 10:33 AM

69 Unspecified 12/7/2016 10:26 AM

70 A retired employee of the UCDSB 12/7/2016 10:22 AM

71 My sibling attends GDHS 12/7/2016 10:19 AM

72 I was a student of Glengarry District 12/7/2016 10:18 AM

73 Volunteer 12/7/2016 10:09 AM

74 I was a student of UCDSB(car-lan) , have children former students of GDHS..And a grandchild to which I pray has the
opportunity to attend a rural school

12/7/2016 10:08 AM

75 I am a former student at Laggan Public School and Glengarry District Highschool. I live and work in __________ yet
my husband and I aren't invested in this issue as we may consider moving home with children in the upcoming years
and value rural education very much.

12/7/2016 10:07 AM

76 Member of community with children that go to french school 12/6/2016 3:49 PM

77 Our children attended S.J. McLeod PS and GDHS. 12/5/2016 3:45 PM
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78 I filled out a survey earlier today. I forgot to mention something. Alexandria also has social service resources available
in the community. There are satellite offices for Addiction Services, Children's Mental Health Programs, Canadian
Mental Health Association, Ontario Works, Job Zone Employment Resource Services some of which are housed at
Glengarry Inter-Agency Group, to name a few. My husband and I chose to raise our family in Alexandria, North
Glengarry because it is a growing town in a rural setting with a strong sense of community and a Public High School
with a French Immersion Program. I gladly commute to __________ to work in order to raise my family in Alexandria,
North Glengarry.

12/5/2016 3:39 PM

79 graduate, employee of community partner, parent of child starting 12/5/2016 3:33 PM

80 I used to attend schools in this district, and our children ad now grandchildren attend these schools 12/3/2016 2:26 PM

81 Alumni 12/2/2016 6:48 PM

82 I was a student that attended a UCDSB school 12/2/2016 12:33 PM

83 Grand parent 12/2/2016 7:02 AM

84 A graduate of the UCDSB school system. 12/1/2016 5:58 PM

85 I am a grandparent whose children have attended GDHS & Now have grandchildren attending GDHS . 12/1/2016 3:39 PM

86 Used to attend schools in UCDSB. Possibly moving back to the area in the future 12/1/2016 2:45 PM

87 Graduated student 12/1/2016 10:12 AM

88 unspecified 11/25/2016 12:05 PM

89 My husband and I are graduates of GDHS and are very concerned about the future of Glengarry if schools are closed
and more importantly, GDHS and CHAR-LAN

11/24/2016 7:07 PM

90 I am a previous parent of students at UCDSB schools. Namely Maxville Public School and GDHS. 11/24/2016 1:59 PM

91 Parent of children who currently attend French Public school in Alexandria. It is quite certain that they would be
attending GDHS at the end of their elementary school years.

11/24/2016 1:34 PM

92 A grandparent with potential students who would attend GDHS. 11/24/2016 1:32 PM

93 Grandparent of children attending our local schools! 11/24/2016 1:31 PM

94 I was part of the UCFSB as a student and then as a parent for my children, now adults 11/24/2016 1:29 PM

95 I have children that are currently attending a french catholic school in Glengarry until Grade 6 at which time they
would be switching to GDH to complete grades 7-12.

11/24/2016 1:29 PM

96 Hoping my child will attend GDHS 11/24/2016 1:28 PM

97 I am a GDHS graduate & retired employee with the Upper Canada School Board. 11/24/2016 1:26 PM

98 I am a parent who has attended GDHS as well as my husband and our grown-up children. 11/24/2016 1:25 PM

99 Volunteer Coach and organizer 11/24/2016 1:24 PM

100 My husband and I attended GDHS and my children have graduated from GDHS. 11/24/2016 1:21 PM

101 I am a community member / taxpayer - previously attended and children graduates of GHDS 11/24/2016 1:19 PM

102 I am a former student of the ucdsb and have children in the French catholic elementary board 11/24/2016 1:17 PM

103 I am a parent of students at a csdceo school 11/24/2016 1:15 PM

104 graduate 11/24/2016 1:02 PM

105 Graduate of glengarry district high school with a child who will one day be in school. This closing of schools will
determine which board we will be attending

11/24/2016 12:50 PM

106 Former teachers 11/24/2016 12:43 PM

107 Graduate of Glengarry District High School 11/24/2016 12:32 PM

108 Former GDHS graduate, parent of GDHS graduates, community member 11/24/2016 12:30 PM

109 Graduated from Glengarry District High School 11/24/2016 12:27 PM

110 My children all graduated from GDHS 11/24/2016 12:26 PM

111 graduate of GDHS 11/24/2016 12:23 PM
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112 I am a community member whose child will be attending a UCDSB school 11/24/2016 12:21 PM

113 Former GDHS student, would love my kids to go to GDHS in future 11/24/2016 12:20 PM

114 My children will be attending a UCDSB school. 11/24/2016 12:18 PM

115 I am a community member whose children attended Glengarry District High School. 11/22/2016 3:46 PM

116 I went to GDHS and I plan to have my children attend GDHS 11/17/2016 6:04 PM

117 Former UCDSB Student 11/17/2016 2:56 PM

118 My children are currently at a French Catholic School but were planning to enter the English Public at the high school
level.

11/16/2016 6:40 AM

119 I am a parent with children attending a school within the cdsbeo 11/16/2016 12:17 AM

120 I am a Glengarry District High School alumni student 11/15/2016 3:52 PM

121 I am a Glengarry District High School alumni student 11/15/2016 12:00 PM

122 grandparent of students at UCDSB as well as a community member concerned about what is happening in our
community

11/14/2016 2:52 PM

123 Former student and parent of former students 11/14/2016 7:36 AM

124 H 11/13/2016 6:45 PM

125 I am a community member with family members who have children attending UCDSB Schools and I my education
came from a school in the community.

11/13/2016 6:15 PM

126 Family Member of student attending UCDSB schools 11/13/2016 2:04 PM

127 I attended GDHS 11/12/2016 10:25 AM

128 Former parent of children who attended GDHS and also a former teacher 11/11/2016 8:57 PM

129 Parent with children from another school boarx in Alexandria. Member of the community. 11/10/2016 11:29 AM

130 I attended a UCDSB school 11/9/2016 12:25 PM

131 Former student community member 11/8/2016 7:09 PM

132 Former student, resident 11/8/2016 12:44 PM

133 I'm a community member with children who future depends on you 11/8/2016 11:45 AM

134 I am a community member with children who WILL attend UCDSB schools 11/8/2016 10:10 AM

135 I am the wife of a past resident of Alexandria and both my brother in law and sister in law were GDHS students. My
husband was a student on the French side.

11/8/2016 6:44 AM

136 Former student of GDHS 11/7/2016 10:45 PM

137 I attended UCDSB schools when I was a student. 11/7/2016 9:34 PM

138 Past graduate 11/7/2016 9:32 PM

139 Where i went to school 11/7/2016 7:33 PM

140 MSAC 11/7/2016 8:27 AM

141 Former Student 11/7/2016 7:19 AM

142 I attented GDHS as well as my son. 11/7/2016 6:48 AM

143 In the past I attended a UCDSB school 11/6/2016 11:08 PM

144 Graduated student 11/6/2016 9:55 PM

145 I am a past graduate of GDHS 11/6/2016 9:51 PM

146 I'm a past student of GDHS 11/6/2016 8:59 PM

147 I am a former student of Glengarry Dsitrict High School 11/6/2016 8:40 PM

148 I have my child in French elementary school at the present time, but will want her to pursue her secondary education
in English.

11/6/2016 8:07 PM
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149 Graduate of GDHS 11/6/2016 7:41 PM

150 Ottawa resident with glengarry roots. Want to return to glengarry with my children 11/6/2016 7:18 PM

151 I graduated from GDHS 11/6/2016 6:34 PM

152 Proud alumni of ESRGlengarryDHS 11/6/2016 5:18 PM

153 Former student of a UCDSB school. 11/5/2016 11:03 AM

154 graduate 11/2/2016 4:23 PM

155 Alumni 10/28/2016 11:30 AM

156 Graduate of UCDSB school 10/26/2016 9:30 PM

157 Past student and sister of a student attending GDHS 10/26/2016 8:43 PM

158 I am a Glengarry District High School graduate 10/26/2016 6:48 PM

159 grandparent of students coming up in the system 10/26/2016 9:29 AM

160 Alumni from gdhs 10/26/2016 8:11 AM

161 I am a graduate of an UCDSB school 10/26/2016 7:32 AM

162 Former UCDSB student 10/26/2016 6:17 AM

163 Graduate of UCDSB (Glengarry DHS) 10/25/2016 10:29 PM

164 I was a student at Gdhs 10/25/2016 9:10 PM

165 Alumni of Glengarry District High School and community member. 10/25/2016 7:46 PM

166 i am a graduate 10/25/2016 5:30 PM

167 Grandparent of children affected by these closures 10/25/2016 4:01 PM

168 I am a parent of future students. 10/23/2016 10:15 PM

169 Parent of future ucdsb student 10/23/2016 9:19 PM

170 I am a UCDSB alumni. 10/23/2016 8:36 PM

171 I am a grandparent with grandchildren attending a USDSB school. 10/23/2016 1:33 PM

172 I am a parent and community member whose children attended UCDSB schools. 10/23/2016 8:25 AM

173 I pay school taxes in South Glengarry. 10/21/2016 6:45 AM

174 retired teacher 10/19/2016 12:42 PM

175 All of my children graduated from an UCDSB SCHOOL 10/18/2016 10:18 PM

176 grandparent 10/18/2016 5:10 PM

177 GRANDMOTHER OF STUDENTS ATTENDING UCDSB 10/18/2016 12:31 PM

178 Parent of toddler 10/17/2016 9:55 PM

179 sd 10/16/2016 7:12 PM

180 I went to ucdsb schools and so did my children 10/15/2016 9:06 PM

181 I attended UCDSC schools 10/15/2016 8:25 AM

182 Past student of GDHS 10/14/2016 7:25 PM

183 My oldest child will begin school next year, so this is a big factor that will influence my decision 10/14/2016 7:12 PM

184 Past student of GDHS. Past employee of UCDSB 10/14/2016 7:06 PM

185 Other 10/14/2016 7:00 PM

186 I worked at GDHS for 42 years.... I am now retired... My kids went to school there so did I! It's a great school... My
heart is still with GDHS! We can't let this happen.....

10/14/2016 6:46 PM

187 Grandparent 10/14/2016 6:03 PM

188 Retired teacher and active community member paying taxes to the Public Board 10/14/2016 4:44 PM

6 / 90

2016-17 UCDSB Building for the Future Pupil Accommodation Review Online Survey



Q2 The draft recommendations contained in
the Initial Staff Report for the

Accommodation Review are organized by
Feeder Groups of Schools. This refers to
the elementary schools and secondary

school(s) that students attend in
accordance with school

program boundaries.Please choose from
the list below, the feeder group of schools

for which you would like to provide
feedback. (Please note that there are no

recommendations impacting the
Gananoque or Russell Feeder Groups.)

Answered: 839 Skipped: 0
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Brockville -
(Brockville ...

Cornwall -
(Cornwall...

Seaway -
(Seaway...

North
Grenville -...

South
Grenville -...

Tagwi - (Tagwi
SS, Maxville...

Rothwell-Osnabr
uck -...

Glengarry -
(Glengarry D...

Char-Lan -
(Char-Lan DH...

Almonte -
(Almonte DHS...

Carleton Place
- (Carleton...

Perth - (Perth
DCI, Drummon...

Rockland -
(Rockland DH...

Vankleek Hill
- (Vankleek...

Rideau -
(Rideau DHS,...

Smiths Falls -
(Smiths Fall...

Athens -
(Athens DHS,...

North Dundas -
(North Dunda...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses
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0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

100.00%
839

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

Total 839

Brockville - (Brockville CI, Thousand Islands SS, Commonwealth PS, Front of Yonge ES, Lyn PS, Prince of Wales PS, Toniata PS, Vanier PS, and
Westminster PS)

Cornwall  - (Cornwall Collegiate Vocational School, St. Lawrence Secondary School, Bridgewood P.S., Central P.S., Eamer’s Corners P.S.,Viscount
Alexander P.S.)

Seaway - (Seaway District HS, Iroquois PS, Morrisburg PS)

North Grenville - (North Grenville DHS, Kemptville PS, Merrickville PS, Oxford-On-Rideau PS, South Branch ES)

South Grenville - (South Grenville DHS, Benson PS, Centennial '67 PS, Maynard PS, South Edwardsburg PS, Wellington ES)

Tagwi - (Tagwi SS, Maxville PS, North Stormont PS, Roxmore PS)

Rothwell-Osnabruck - (Rothwell-Osnabruck School (k-12), Longue Sault PS)

Glengarry - (Glengarry DHS, Laggan PS)

Char-Lan - (Char-Lan DHS, S.J. Mcleod PS, Williamstown PS)

Almonte - (Almonte DHS, Naismith Memorial PS, Pakenham PS, R Tait McKenzie PS)

Carleton Place - (Carleton Place DHS, Arklan Community PS, Beckwith PS, Caldwell Street PS)

Perth - (Perth DCI, Drummond PS, Glen Tay PS, Maple Grove PS, North Elmsley PS, Queen Elizabeth PS, The Stewart PS)

Rockland - (Rockland DHS, Rockland PS, Plantagenet PS)

Vankleek Hill - (Vankleek Hill CI, Pleasant Corners PS) * impacted by Glengarry recommendations

Rideau - (Rideau DHS, Rideau Centennial ES, Rideau Vista PS, South Crosby PS, Sweets Corners ES)

Smiths Falls - (Smiths Falls DCI, Chimo ES, Duncan J Schoular PS, Lombardy PS, Montague PS, Wolford PS)

Athens - (Athens DHS, Meadowview PS, Pineview PS)

North Dundas - (North Dundas DHS, Chesterville PS, Nationview PS, Winchester PS) *impacted by Seaway recommendations
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3.11% 19

7.21% 44

43.93% 268

45.74% 279

Q31 Please provide your response to these
Draft Recommendations. Select the
statement(s) that best describe your

thoughts, you will be asked to expand in the
next set of questions.

Answered: 610 Skipped: 229

Total 610

Yes, I support
all of the...

I support some
parts of the...

No, I don't
support the...

I have an
alternative ...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Yes, I support all of the DRAFT recommendations for this feeder group of schools.

I support some parts of the DRAFT recommendations for this feeder group of schools.

No, I don't support the DRAFT recommendations for this feeder group of schools at all and I don't have an alternative suggestion at this time.

I have an alternative to the DRAFT recommendations that would meet the board's objective to reduce surplus space in this feeder group of schools.
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Q32 If you indicated in Q3. that you support
some or all of the Draft Recommendations

for this feeder group of schools, please
describe what elements of the

recommendations are favourable to you.
Answered: 73 Skipped: 766

# Responses Date

1 # 2 and #3 2/2/2017 3:55 PM

2 close some country schools and combine with other county schools. 1/31/2017 6:44 PM

3 S.J. McLeod, despite being a great school, has too low of attendance and I agree that it should be closed. 1/31/2017 1:33 PM

4 Effective September 2017, a northern portion of the current attendance boundary for S.J. McLeod School (Char-Lan
feeder group) be consolidated with Laggan (Glengarry feeder group) School. How many students at S.J.????? Only
makes sense to close that school. But that is the ONLY recommendation I agree with. It is ridiculous to close 'village'
schools.

1/31/2017 9:13 AM

5 I DO NOT support the draft recommendations being made about the school closures. 1/31/2017 6:35 AM

6 #3: Tha northern section of SJ MacLeod boundaries be consolidated with Lagga PS. 1/30/2017 7:48 PM

7 I do not support the closure of GDHS. There is no room at Vankleek Hill now and will never be! Which means
everyone would be bused to Tagwi, simply unbelievable and not practical. Many say they will go to the French high
school. Upper Canada's loss their gain. However I do support the closure of Maxville and SJ and sending these
students to Laggan the #1 school in Ontario. It is a wonderful school and community! Some schools need to close for
sure, but closing the only English high school left in the county and in the largest town next to Cornwall will be
detrimental to businesses, and families. GDHS has a great reputation, deep roots, great business involvement, why
would they ever consider closing it. Politics, politics!

1/30/2017 6:31 PM

8 Some small schools ought to be closed (ie; sadly SJ McLeod) - High Schools should be large - in order to offer the
best programs. Even now GDH isn't always able to do this. If the building is being rented, and otherwise utilized, if
costs are covered by leasing space - then leave it alone. IF parents aren't able to afford to send their children to a
private/boarding school in order to receive a good education, or cannot somehow subsidize the lack of quality, we will
all suffer. Farms and business will slowly close, buildings will fall to disrepair, property slurs will fall- and I believe our
communities will disappear - perhaps not immediately but in time. Having poorly educated people, and all the issues
that come with lack of education lead to poverty, government dependence, no self esteem, and the slow decay of our
community. It may not be evident for a generation - but it will come. Also - WHY are there so many boards??? So
many school buses ?? We are not Toronto!! We have rural issues, small communities need to be preserved. Perhaps
the grade 1-12 concept is a good one?

1/30/2017 6:24 PM

9 I DO NOT agree with the closure of GDHS. It is an amazing facility (3 gyms, 4 computer labs, cafeteria with stage,
new track, two soccer fields) that could support far more students if the boundaries were re-drawn. I AGREE with the
redrawing of boundaries to increase enrollment in the Glengarry school group.

1/30/2017 8:44 AM

10 Realignment of boundaries. Allow the schools to put out a recruitment campaign and you may find many on the
outskirts of the boundaries would prefer a rural school.

1/27/2017 1:38 PM

11 I think they should not close the schools at all just for money really are that broke that you need to take away some
kids chances of graduating some day ya real mature if you close the schools your gonna lose a hell of a lot more
money than you would closing because if gdhs closes I am being home shooled for time being till I get in to collage
because it is. It fair to sit on a bus 4 hours a day most stupid idea ever and not only that you will be taking away a big
part of our town Alexandria.

1/26/2017 3:39 PM

12 I am a student of GDHS. I enjoyed going to a small rural elementary school and have become a better student as a
result. I think elementary schools should be left in all communities. Being in secondary school, I am now looking more
at programming and see how GDHS, Char Lan and Tagwi, while awesome schools, will have programming problems.
I will need certain courses to get the job I want. None of these school have them. I want to be competitive with city
students. We need a high school with more students. The Glengarry Solution is an a obvious answer as Alexandria
has what students need to succeed. Tagwi should consolidate to GDHS. While I am sure it is a nice school, it really
has nothing to offer. If consolidation does not go through, I think I may have to go to HT as I do not want to take
correspondence courses. That would be sad. Thank you.

1/25/2017 6:09 PM
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13 The only portion I support is closing GDHS. I would like to see GDHS boundaries divided between VKH, Tagwi and
CHarlan, enough other schools to support Alexandria and a predominantly french population.

1/18/2017 9:50 AM

14 I agree that SJ Macleod should close and that those students be redirected to Laggan as appropriate for their
geographical location. I think those in the south boundary should attend Williamstown - and do not support its closure.
I agree with the proposal to create a K-12 school in Williamstown. I agree with the proposal to keep Maxville Public
open as a French Immersion school thus feeding GDHS from the East.

1/16/2017 3:52 PM

15 Email received: I don't know what the momentum is like amongst the Trustees with regards to the level of
closures/consolidation. Like everyone else, I hear things, but I assume most of these leanings/preferences are fluid.
We would have no problem at this point with the most obvious schools being closed, ie: SJ McLeod, Plantagenet, etc.-
elementary schools with well under 100 kids. I suspect no one would. If that's what ends up being the chosen path
leading up to the March final vote , we propose a forward-looking, or visionary-style, border readjustment that places
the most strategically valuable communities in a position of strength relative to other schools/areas with an eye
towards the next 5 yr. review. There may be a large difference of opinion on what areas/high schools are identified as
more strategically valuable then others amongst the Trustees/senior staff, there may be a slight difference of opinion,
there may be none, but at some point I would assume Trustees/senior staff could come to a consensus.

1/16/2017 3:48 PM

16 Use the Glengarry solution! 1/15/2017 11:01 PM

17 Change the boundaries as required to feed GDHS most efficiently. But KEEP GDHS OPEN 1/10/2017 8:33 PM

18 Boundary changes would certainly increase the number of students eligible to attend this school.#2 and #3 would
increase our catchment area. Our community has worked very hard to develop and provide wonderful opportunities
locally for both students and the greater community. These amenities put GDHS in a leadership position to be a host
school. Why would students or their parents be thrilled for the opportunity to have absurd bus rides to attend schools
that are filled with fewer opportunities? VCI already has a space issue. Instead of taking in more students, would it not
make more sense to offer their students who are on the northern boundary the opportunity to bus to GDHS? GDHS is
centralized in the county. Instead of bussing us out of the county, I see the bussing of students into our fine facility as
a viable option. Glengarry D H S as a destination

1/10/2017 3:53 PM
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19 I totally REJECT Recommendation #1 as it completely 'guts' our county and community with NO defensible justification
for this action. It would mean ALL students would be bused out of the Glengarry County to attend high school or they
will be forced to switch to another school board. The total disregard for the long-standing high academic performance
of GDHS and its graduated students, along with its high community support and involvement is shameful. GDHS is at
'risk' today because of previous UCDSB-imposed boundary changes that intentionally diminished its geographic feeder
schools. Restore the previous historic UCDSB boundaries so that students throughout Glengarry County can attend
GDHS. Busing all students out of our county so that the can attend high school is a shameful and disastrous
proposition, which does not even make sense economically nor for the health and education quality of our students.
We already know of many families who are planning to enrole their students with other school boards so that they can
go to a 'local' school, both elementary and high school - should these absurd proposed changes see the light of day.
As for options #2 and #3, simply return all of the original feeder school geographic boundaries to GDHS and make
GDHS the core HUB for Glengarry County, which is what all residents in the county want! Busing all students out of
the county to attend high school is an atrocious option! and, it the fact that it was even presented shows the
callousness and lack of regard by the UCDSB to the health and welfare, the quality of life, and the quality of
educationb of the students who they are mandated to take care of, even if only by lip service! This whole UCDSB
proposal is really quite transparent. It is purely for setting the stage for the UCDSB to apply for funding for a Mega-
school to be built in Cornwall. This of course assumes that SD&G families would agree that such a mega-school is a
good idea - the odds of that are next to nil! Set the stage by first gutting the present system so that a mega-school is
then seen as the only 'option' is bureaucracy at its worst! Also, there is NO data that show mega-schools are better for
students socially or for their education, but there is lots of data that show such schools to be impersonal behemoths
with no sense of 'student community and place' which can only alienate students who are going to be already tired
because of extensive long school bus rides; the claim that more educational options will be available in a larger school
is purely a rouse! Hello, it's 2017, technology can allow much outreach to outlying schools. Also, it is possible to have
different specialty courses developed at different schools that students could be bused to if they wanted to have a
better grounding in that course option. These types of courses could be distributed between schools and their success
judged on their performance; this would allow for special 'centres of excellence' to develop, and why would this be a
problem? UCDSB is already in the busing business so I do not see why such an option would be difficult to arrange; it
is puely the desire to do so and a scheduling issue.

1/9/2017 10:16 AM

20 yes some issues need to be addressed , but losing our english schools in all areas of eastern ontario . is not
acceptable, if in the end of the consulting stage the close these schools, lets propose now that in doing so. we put all
school trustees and senior school board staff names be put in a hat and names be pulled to reduced administration by
50 percent. be cut to save money. if citys like ottawa are cutting senior managers why not school board s if

12/29/2016 9:10 AM

21 I do support the northern portion of the current attendance boundary for S.J. McLeod to be consolidated with Laggan
Public School.

12/20/2016 1:54 PM

22 The French Board have went through different school closures. I agree that we have to go through with the closures.
Too many school's too many Boards. To much tax money!

12/19/2016 10:11 PM

23 I am ok with increasing the boundaries for Laggan Public School, items 2 and 3 above. I think it would be important to
look at transportation though for new students so they are not spending excessive amounts of time on the bus.

12/17/2016 10:12 PM

24 I realize that some small schools may have to close (i.e. SJ MacLeod), but the wholesale closures in Glengarry
county, especially its 2 high schools is a poorly thought out policy. Closing rural high schools and bussing their
students to Cornwall to fill CCVS so the board could ask the Ministry for funds to build a super school is insane. If the
idea is to save money, why should the ministry supply any further funds for a new school when the students served by
GDHS and CharLan are well served. Sending GDHS students from a school integral to its community to Tagwi, which
sits in a field without any visible connection to a community is a ridiculous move. HAVE ALL THE TRUSTEES EVER
TAKEN A TRIP THROUGH THE RURAL AREAS TO SEE THE SCHOOLS IN ACTION? I would bet not. It is easier to
make decisions affecting many children from a board room. Send Cornwall students to Char Lan instead of the
reverse.

12/17/2016 10:03 PM

25 none 12/17/2016 9:48 PM

26 PARENTS are not well informed. A parent from GDHS was telling me that it is his taxes that keep the school open
and that because he pays taxes, the school has enough money to fonction. It is true but it does not mean that the
school has enough money. Also he said that if the school closes his tax money will be wasted, when in fact the
money will be reinvested in another school from the same school board People are not narrow minded and they do
not listen when the school board explain what will happen

12/12/2016 7:41 PM

27 The third recommendation makes sense and I support that option. 12/11/2016 6:14 PM
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28 My family goes to Rockland. The courses that they can register to compared to my child at GD makes me
uncomfortable. Less on line courses, more time with teacher. If my child wants to take different courses than their
friends well, they don't have to do it on line, by themself- all students are not capable of taking courses in line. If I do
send my child to another school, well the services are not that great because my child will go to another small school-
Back to square one. The opportunities, the services that my family can get at school, sports, extra curricular activities if
not comparable. I always feel my child is getting less opportunities to learn, to be themself

12/7/2016 10:35 AM

29 The only section I have issue with is closing GDHS. 12/7/2016 10:21 AM

30 I personally agree with the recommendations, because I believe it will make way for more money being spent on
student experiences and student needs when there are less schools. With less buildings for the school board to worry
about, the board can favour things like paying for technological learning advances as well as paying for support staff
for children with various needs. While I would be upset with the closing of a school that is dear to my heart, I
understand that a school board IS still a business and it needs to make some cuts to operate properly and st it's full
potential. In the "long run" this change would be beneficial to students well being.

12/7/2016 10:18 AM

31 It is very hard to express our feelings in the community. We are judge if we don't put up a sign on our lawn, buy a hat
or put a post on our facebook page. I am in favour of the closing, population is going down, having 300 in a school for
close to 1000 students, does not make sense

12/5/2016 5:59 PM

32 School closures 12/5/2016 4:00 PM

33 We need to keep GDHS open. Any plan that keeps GDHS open is a good one and one I support. 12/2/2016 8:11 PM

34 The other school board of our region have been closing school for at least 20 year. The population is not increasing in
our areas. How can they close so many schools because they have less registration yet the UCDSB continue to
function as if the population is growing or staying the same. It just doesn't add up. If you have less students, you have
less money, it just make sense to start closing school, even if it will affect community. The closure or restructuration
should have been done a while ago, that is the biggest problem

12/1/2016 4:51 PM

35 S J McLeod does not have enough enrolment to warrant it continuing to stay open. The children from S. J could easily
be commuted to Laggan P.S. Maxville P.S has the same issue of enrolment. It is a small school that does not have
enough enrolment to continue to stay open. If they have the opportunity to amalgamate with Roxmore School it would
make more sense.

12/1/2016 11:23 AM

36 Part 3 of the draft. 12/1/2016 11:16 AM

37 People should know It is a bylaw that students can not be on the bus more than 60 min. Parents register their children
in competitive sports ( soccer, hockey, dance, running) and are willing to drive hours each week to attend these
activities. The bus ride will be ok. Some courses can't be offered in some school because we don t have enough
registrations, this will be better for students, teachers and post secondary education. More money to the bigger school
ex VKH, will translate into more money to buy teaching material, more money for training for staff, learning new thing
to make better students, better school, better results.

11/29/2016 3:16 AM

38 There has been less children attending school yet the schools stay as if population was always the same. 11/29/2016 2:55 AM

39 I don't like it, but I understand that a half empty school, buses, staff, is a lot of money not well spent. We don't want our
money wasted but we went government offers soulitions we criticize it. I do support the change even if it hurts

11/28/2016 8:03 PM

40 Bigger schools means better services to the children. In short term people don't realize it but it will be better for the
students. More courses can be offered if the number of children is higher, more variety and at the same time the
schools will be able to help children in need, give bigger challenges to students who need it, more courses for better
future.

11/28/2016 7:58 PM

41 This should be in # 6. It would be easy to fall to the trap of bandaid solutions. However we will be writing this survey
again in 5 years with older buildings and more capacity problems. While I do not know the issues with the schools in
Cornwall, I can see the need for a new school. However, perhaps the next capital build could be in Alexandria for a
new school...rebranded of course , to encompass the identity of its new students. The new school could house most
Char Lan students. Why would Williamstown give up a new building to have a "campus"? How short sighted?? Give
Williamstown their new elementary school. The new HS could take on the Southern students of VCI helping in their
over capacity issues. Keep Maxville open and offer emmersion. Tagwi??? What really does it offer?? Rip off the
bandaid and close it. Cornwall, the new HS and North Dundas would benefit. This keeps grade schools close to home
with children in their communities. But it also offers rural HS students a new utd school, set to grow, in an urban
environment that is still rural. The process has begun. Let's now make a long term solution in the best interest of our
students. If we don't, the Catholic board will!!

11/25/2016 12:08 PM

42 As a long time resident of North Glengarry I feel that closing Glengarry DHS would be very detrimental to the future of
North Glengarry which when the water shortage is solved should flourish into a larger, more vibrant community, and
closing the school would be one large step backwards. This we do not need.

11/25/2016 10:52 AM

43 No. 11/24/2016 1:59 PM

14 / 90

2016-17 UCDSB Building for the Future Pupil Accommodation Review Online Survey



44 I support recommendation number three. 11/24/2016 1:01 PM

45 WeI agree to closing S.J.McLeod since one can't justify keeping a school opened for 12-15 students. 11/24/2016 12:43 PM

46 I support the idea of closing the maxville public school in order to have more kids at Laggan, but I don't support
closing of the local high school

11/24/2016 12:20 PM

47 Points 2 and 3 are supported. 11/14/2016 1:40 PM

48 If anything Maxville public should be kept open as it is in a town and Lagan should be closed. Kids have better access
to curling club and fair grounds and the arena.

11/13/2016 12:23 AM

49 I support the Glengarry solution!!! 11/8/2016 11:58 AM

50 I believe the Draft Recommendation should be broke up. I am under the under standing that some of these school just
don't have enough students. However that is just too many schools. GDHS has enough room for the Charlan school to
come together. Maybe even enough to add another school if TR Leger was moved. I just think it's too many schools
on the draft. I think it would a much easier sell if the Draft Recommendation was broken into individual schools instead
of all schools.

11/7/2016 11:45 PM

51 Everything except closing GDHS. 11/7/2016 11:55 AM

52 I would recommend number 2 and number 3 11/6/2016 8:28 PM

53 I support the closing of Sj McLeod and Char-LAN district high school. I think that Gdhs is a much better option to
house students than Tagwi or VCI due to its central location, vicinity to a hospital, opportunities for co-op and student
employment, acces to parks and recreation, etc. Gdhs could house more grades k-12 or middle school 4-8.

11/6/2016 7:44 PM

54 I favour altering the boundaries (2 and 3) to favour Glengarry as we only have one feeder school. The boundaries of
G.D.H.S used to be bigger; we have lost parts of them throughout the years; it has not been fair to our school. I have 2
alternatives to suggest: 1 - make G.DH.S a k-12 school; there is no public elementary school in Alexandria; I think this
would help us retain more pupils for the secondary part. ..2- change the boundaries so that students in Cornwall go to
one of the country schools, depending on where they live. Closing 1 school in Cornwall will not make a difference to
that community, but closing the ONLY school in North Glengarry will have very detrimental effects on the community,
the economy etc 3- close Tagwi and sent students to G.D.H.S. Tagwi is in the middle of a field and closing it will have
less devastating impact on the community than closing a town school. Tagwi students do not benefit from all the
community services we have in Alexandria.

11/2/2016 7:57 PM

55 #3. Extending the boundary for the SJ McLeod to be consolidated with Laggan. As I understand the "space" issue at
GDHS. Would it be considered that the Laggan school be consolidated at GDHS turning it into a K to 12 school?
Alternatively, consolidating CharLan DHS and GDHS at GDHS where there is space makes sense to me. If needed --
reduce the size of the school--certainly cheaper to tear down than to build, Alexandria is the largest town in
Glengarry--it is the hub of the county --it is centrally located in the county. Alexandria without a high school would be a
devastating blow to this town.

11/2/2016 7:45 PM

56 #3, sending the northern portion of S.J. MacLeod to Laggan. 11/2/2016 4:52 PM

57 I think to reduce surplus space in this feeder group of schools they should close down make GD a super school from
JK to Grade 12, This way students will be able to continue attending GD the extra space will be filled.

11/2/2016 2:58 PM

58 I support the portion of the Draft plan that includes the attendance boundary for SJ MacLeod moving to Laggan 11/2/2016 2:54 PM

59 Effective September 2017, a northern portion of the current attendance boundary for S.J. McLeod School (Char-Lan
feeder group) be consolidated with Laggan (Glengarry feeder group) School

11/2/2016 2:10 PM

60 I only agree with the following: Effective September 2017, a northern portion of the current attendance boundary for
S.J. McLeod School (Char-Lan feeder group) be consolidated with Laggan (Glengarry feeder group) School.

11/2/2016 2:03 PM

61 "If" we had to support a draft recommendation, it would be for Maxville and/or S.J McLeod to consolidate with Laggan
Public School.

10/26/2016 9:36 PM

62 I agree with idea to Bring students from SJ MacLeod area to GDHS 10/26/2016 9:42 AM

63 I feel that the DRAFT is acceptable, as something needs to be done to consolidate schools. I feel that the Grade 7/8
students from PCPS need to enter VCI first, however, and from what I hear, there is not much room there.

10/25/2016 10:21 AM
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64 The Boundary 2020 process restricted GDHS's feeder schools to Laggan PS, whereas previously many Maxville PS
and SJ MacLeod students (including myself) regularly went to GDHS. It makes sense to expand GDHS's catchment
area again to include students from these regions. It is IMPERATIVE that GDHS NOT be closed as a result of this
process. Bussing students to VCI/Tagwi is NOT an acceptable solution. We are faced with a conflicting set of values
here: no 'business case' can justify closing down both high schools in Glengarry County and bussing students such a
distance to out-of-county schools. GDHS has sought community partners (as directed by the Ministry of Education) to
occupy its vacant space. The formula ARC uses to assess the available capacity at GDHS, however, fails to take into
consideration the Glengarry Archives, TR Leger's campus, UCDSB storage, and the Encore Senior centre that occupy
the site.

10/23/2016 6:17 PM

65 I do not support the DRAFT recommendations. At a minimum, one Glengarry high school should be maintained.
Original Glengarry boundaries should be re-established allowing for at least 50 percent of Char-lan students to be
relocated to Glengarry. Would allow vacancy at Char-lan to accomodate Williamstown public.

10/17/2016 3:58 PM

66 I agree that resources in this area need to be better managed to ensure a higher quality of education. Glengarry DHS
is a valuable resource to the community as a school and as a facility. The facility has a high rate of usage by the
community including space which is leased by the Glengarry Archives and the Glengarry Encore program. As well, TR
Leger uses space within the building. It is clear that this has not been taken into account in the calculation of the rate
of capacity. In addition, busing students to Cornwall, Monkland, and Vankleek Hill is a huge expense and must be
further investigated. As insurance rates continue to rise at a rapid rate, the cost of busing is only going to increase
over the coming years. Finally, I have taught in many schools in the eastern region of the UCDSB and I have yet to
work in a school which offers the facilities available at Glengarry. Yes, the building is aging, but surely updating the 4
shops, three gymnasiums, 4 science labs, the track, the tennis courts, and the countless other specialty spaces is
more cost effective than building a whole new building with all of these facilities. Clearly, GD is an important resource
for the community and for the students who access it for education. It is clear that boundaries have to be reconsidered.
Of course Glengarry DHS is facing declining enrollment. The school board's Building 2020 plan made this inevitable
when boundaries were changed. GD used to pull students from S.J. MacLeod PS, Laggan PS, and Maxville PS. With
the changes made during Building 2020, the board effectively left Glengarry DHS with Laggan PS as its only feeder
school. Certainly, this was a grievious oversight which has been one of the reasons the current issues have arisen.

10/15/2016 10:19 PM

67 Gdhs remains and vankleekhill comes to Alexandria. No need to add to the school, it is big 10/15/2016 9:09 PM

68 SJ should be slotted with Lagan and Char Lan. 10/15/2016 6:59 AM

69 Part 2 and 3 10/14/2016 8:15 PM

70 I am in favour of changing feeder school boundaries such as Maxville and SJ McLeod. I thing the students from Char
Lan could be merged with GD.

10/14/2016 8:15 PM

71 I do believe that the programming of students will suffer if school numbers stay low or shrink further... However,
choosing which building to keep open must include looking at more than just structural costs. Although my kids go to
tagwi, families move out this way to be in the country... All areas around tagwi are very small- monk land, Avonmore,
berwick, etc... Alexandria is the next largest town outside of Cornwall and so it makes sense to have a school there.
The community is full of coop options, shsm opportunities, facilities for athletics ( dome, arena, tennis courts, curling,
golf course, hiking trails...) as well as areas for kids to work- pharmacies, grocery stores, book stores, restaurants,
etc.... I'm afraid if you close GDHS that it will negatively impact the community as a whole... Families will not move to
glengarry county if there is no school. The board needs to balance out rural and city schools... Close RO that has had
minimal numbers for years and close charlan if you have to... But allow those kids to come to GDHS as well as
Cornwall- otherwise they'll be a huge shift to HT. If GD closes... Families will choose location over education for the
benefit of their child- meaning shorter school bus ride... Kids will go to Le relais ( Alexandria has a large French
community who often send kids to GD so that kids have a chance at an English university education) or HT( kids from
Iona and st finnans that come into the public board will no longer). I can only assume Seaway would be in a similar
predicament being in a larger town and all- but they don't have 4 school boards fighting over students in that area...

10/14/2016 7:21 PM

72 None of this is favourable to anyone! However Maxville PS and S.J. McLeod students could be re-routed to Laggan
public school which would then later feed to Glengarry High School. I feel like every student living in Glengarry should
attend school in Glengarry. As a parent I do not want my children on a longer bus ride than they already are. I do not
want the High School to close as its in a prime location for classes like Out Door Ed,PhyEd, and COOP classes.
Spend the money on fixing the school instead of busses which will then cause more air pollution.

10/14/2016 5:48 PM

73 I don't believe in taking students out of their neighbourhood to attend school. I don't agree on making students ride a
bus out of their neighbourhood to attend school. I don't agree with increasing feeder schools. You need to be looking at
quality of life for the students. Bigger is not always better.

10/14/2016 4:28 PM
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Q33 If you indicated in Q3. that you do not
support the Draft Recommendations, please
use this space to help us understand what

could be done to improve the
recommendations.

Answered: 256 Skipped: 583

# Responses Date

1 Email received: I am wondering if you have considered the kids at all in this proposed school closure? My main focus
is Glengarry as that is where our children go. I am wondering if you've considered the length of time they will be sitting
on a school bus daily? I am wondering if you've considered the fact that they will no longer be able to participate in
school teams or any other form of extra-curricular and therefore their mental health as the extra curricular is such a big
part of their lives. I am wondering if you've considered the fact that they will no longer have the option of doing a co-op
placement, because lets be realistic, what/where would they do a co-op in a cornfield at Tagwi? I am wondering if
you've considered the fact that my oldest will have to quit a job as won't be able to walk there after school? I am
wondering if you've considered the fact that a number of kids will not be able to take driver's ed as it is not feasible to
drive all the way out there to pick them up after they are done, and we have finished work? I am wondering if you
have considered the kids at all in this proposed school closure? The capacity numbers are quite deceiving. It is quite
amazing how things can be overlooked to benefit certain parties. The listed capacity of Glengarry is 925 students. It is
completely unfair that the Glengarry Archives (which do have a 10 year lease) not be factored in. And what about the
TR Leger? The GIAG has also not been factored in the usage of the building. AND, has the UCDSB not closed a
maintenance storage facility and taken to storing equipment in one of the shops at Glengarry District? Correct me if
I'm wrong, but other than the storage does the UCDSB make a profit on the rent of space to these organizations? Is
the profit counted against the schools expenses? I don't imagine that it is. The square footage of the building being
used for these organizations needs to be factored in to the overall usage space of the school. How can you in clear
conscience not take that into consideration? Because, I am sure if you took out the square footage that is not being
used by the students you would have a completely different story to tell. How is that in the best interest of the
students? Have you taken into consideration that if parents are forced to send ours kids out of county to go to a school
not of our choosing that you will be forcing us to look at which board we would like to support? Many many people are
talking about this. If our hand is forced and we have to send out kids away to school, you can be guaranteed that
many many will jump ship and send their kids to a school of their choice. We hear Holy Trinity is a pretty decent
school. I have only touched base on a few of the issues I see with this proposal. My biggest question is how you can
honestly say this would be in the best interest of the kids? Not only would you be closing a land mark, you would be
taking away a secondary school and if Charlan were to close, it would be the only secondary school in the county
spanning a very large area. You would be forcing kids that have grown up with the friends and peers to be divided and
sent in two completely different directions in two completely different counties that they don't have any connection with.
How is this in the best interest of the kids? So, I beg you to reconsider this proposal. It certainly is not in the best
interest of our boys.

2/7/2017 2:47 PM

2 One of the highschools in the Glengarry area (Char - Lan / GDHS) should remain open for rural students. It's
understandable if both can't remain open, but it's unreasonable to close both. Many parents choose to live here just so
their kids can attend a near-by rural school. We don't want our kids to be on the bus for an hour or more to get to &
from school. When my child stays after school for sports, has to wait until I get home from work to pick up (sometimes
up to 3hrs!). Since the school is in a small community, I feel comfortable enough to let my child stay late for practices
& attend games that extend beyond the regular school day even with a wait that long afterward. If the draft
recommendations go forward as proposed, the wait will be almost an hour longer, or in the city, where I would not feel
very comfortable with my child waiting 2 to 3 hours after a game or practice for me. My child attended Char-Lan, and
switched to GDHS. My other child attended Char-Lan. I have found a huge difference between the two schools, both in
terms of the level of education and in the invested interest and genuine care for the students by the teachers. It is my
opinion that GDHS is far superior in both areas to Char-Lan, which is why I would recommend that GDHS remain
open.

2/7/2017 2:45 PM
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3 Email received: I'm writing to urge you to re-think some of the proposals that have been given to the UCDSB
Community. It's taken me a long time to write this because I really can't wrap my head around to these decisions that
need to be made in a short time frame. More time is certainly needed to understand the damage that will be done to
communities. Yes, enrollment is going down, it's not what it used to be but please, make the right decisions. Extend
the time. First, I can't understand why an English High School will be taken out of a County! A whole County! For
parents that have made their home in a rural setting, they want their children to go to a rural school. Even in the case
of Glengarry County, why wasn't it a choice to put GDHS and Char-Lan students together? Do you really think Char-
Lan wants to go to Cornwall and GD students want their school split? Why not put Cornwall students together in a
school? No, you're going to disrupt so many schools and communities to eventually have a new mega school in
Cornwall. Students don't want this new school so who is that school really for? Glengarry has a Solution. It already
has French Immersion in its programming and the students benefit from that. There are three gyms that are being
used with the High School students, 7/8 Students and from area elementary schools that hold tournaments in them at
the one location. There are four computer labs that students can use and four shops that are available. Within walking
distance, so that there isn't the cost of bussing, there is the Glengarry Sports Palace for hockey and skating, a
baseball diamond, the Alexandria Curling Club, Tim Horton's Dome for walking/running, tennis, soccer, football, etc,
the Glengarry Golf Club which is used for golf and snow shoeing, cross country skiing, the Alexandria Park which
includes tennis courts, soccer fields, play structures, water splash pad, the pond for canoeing for gym or outdoor
education classes, hiking trails, the Glengarry Memorial Hospital which also has a swimming pool. In November, the
Cenotaph is right beside the school and the students who may be cadets participate in the service and
students/teachers go to observe the ceremony on their lunch after having their own school service. The banks and
some businesses in the town are visited for various classes to add to their learning. Co-op programs are very
important to the school. My child participated in one and my other child soon will be. If the co-op wasn't in Alexandria,
my children wouldn't be able to participate in it. They need(ed) to take the bus to school to then get to their co-op
placement. We can't afford another car for them to be able to drive themselves. That is asking a lot if parents are
required to provide the transportation. For some families, having to pay the bills are difficult, how can you dare think
they can just purchase a vehicle to get to the co-op? They also can take the bus home at the end of the day. There
are so many different co-op placements available in Alexandria. I just don't see that in VCl or Tagwi. Yes, they have
the program but not to the extent that GDHS has. Another concern that I have are about the Special Needs Children.
The changes that are being projected will be very difficult for these important children in our community. Their ride to
school will be longer, the environment will change and these children don't adapt well to change. Routine is what they
need and advancements made in their work will be lost. Alexandria is centrally located and offers lots of various
businesses, banks, restaurants, shops that students, staff, parents go to through the day or at the end of the day. Lots
of students have part time jobs after school. It could be on the farm, some students do chores before school as well as
after school. You make these students go to a further school then the parents/farmers don't have their help in the
morning and limited help in the afternoon/evening. More added stress to the family. Other students walk to their job
after school. My son works in a store and is able to use his French speaking skills learned in class to a working
environment. What better experience is that? Since these students will be on a bus longer, they won't be able to
participate in extra curricular activities. There will be less chance for a student to participate since the number of
students in a school will be greater, what is the chance they will get on a team. Also, really who will they play against
since the schools will be closing? With parents working and having to travel further to pick up their children, chances
are slim that they could try out for a team. More added stress. GDHS in its location does have TR Leger in the building
and another group, The Archives in it as well. It has already taken the responsibility of having the space used, it is not
empty. Why isn't the board taking that into consideration? I don't really believe that the students needs are being
thought of first, it is the money. The funding formula needs to change as does the timeline. I'm sorry to say but, if
Glengarry District High School were to close, my child would leave the UCDSB and go to the French School in the
same town, Alexandria.

2/7/2017 2:35 PM

4 I have a child attending Lagan and live not far from GDHS. Why would I want my little travelling to VCI in the future.
GD is a perfectly good school. Stop messing with things that are NOT broken!!!

2/2/2017 3:51 PM

5 I don't have a recommendation but what I do have is a great education. Growing up in Glengarry wasn't the easiest
(and we all have our own personal reasons for that) but knowing that I went to a school (G.D.H.S) where the teachers
actually taught students and cared about us succeeding was enough to keep me in school and graduate. Even if I got
in a bit of trouble every now and then. The Glengarry community needs this school, G.D.H.S must remain open. Hell if
anything put a few fundraisers on during the school year to raise some money for funding. I'm more than positive the
community is more than willing to help out!! Us Glens in Cornwall will help out anyway we can also. Here's to the
great teachers, staff and students, past and present that has made G.D.H.S what it is!! S.O.S xoxo

2/2/2017 3:47 PM

6 Closing schools in small communities affects a much larger group than just the students. Businesses who hire students
for after school work will be affected as will the farms who count on students to help out after the school day is over.
The extended day created by the longer travel times to more distant schools affects students abilities to work and to
finish their school work as well. A shorter rest time each night will also affect the students performance and could drag
the segment of scholastic results down in their area. A simple school closure, while appearing to solve a fiscal
problem, could create a much larger problem. Perhaps the space in the schools could be put to another use.
Continuing education, apprentice training or larger library space.

2/2/2017 3:45 PM
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7 I do not know how you can improve but you must utilize the schools that have a decreasing enrolment. I also feel that
we need more English schooling in the Glengarry system.

2/1/2017 1:48 PM

8 Keep Glengarry District open. I think that Glengarry should remain open and a host school. If Char-lan were to close,
Char-lan students should come to Glengarry and this would fill up one school instead of closing 2. Having students
travel to VCI or Tagwi is not in the best interest of the students. It's not healthy for someone to be travelling on a bus
for an hour and a half or more. How are these students suppose to get a job and make money to pay for a post
secondary education? How are students suppose to take part in extra curricular activities. Parents are not going to
want to drive an hour or more to pick their child up from practice and then drive an hour back home. Glengarry is well
known for their sports too. We have some great athletes. These athletes won't have a chance to shine if in a mega
school. Plus, if we are all turning into mega schools, who will we compete against? At Glengarry, students are in
walking distance to many job opportunities and coop placements. We have schools, hospitals, restaurants, cafes,
health unit, stores for students to explore different job opportunities. We are very lucky in our community that students
can have these experiences, and they can also have them in a bilingual setting. Glengarry has so many amenities
close by for student to use as their physical education program: a dome, arena, hospital pool, a pond, nature trails. All
of which are in walking distance. We need to have an English high school in Glengarry. If we don't students will begin
to travel and go to other boards. The board will lose students. Please leave Glengarry open. Glengarry has a great
sense of community. Everybody knows everybody. You feel like a community at Glengarry. The teachers know you by
name, take the time to know how you are doing, how you last sporting event went.

1/31/2017 10:42 PM

9 SJ McLeod School and Maxville PS were designated as feeder schools for GDHS. The building of Tagwi SS
necessitated the redirection of students from Maxville School thereby depleting enrolement scheduled to attend GDHS.
Similarly, over the years to boundaries were again shifted so that SJ McLeod School students were all shifted to
Williamstown SS. This leaves just Laggan PS as the sole designated "feeder" school for GDHS, and the board
wonders why GDHS enrolment appears to be threatened. Many years ago Maxville PS requested to be designated as
a French Immersion school which would have increased its enrolment and thus student transfer to GDHS, but the
Board always denied this, to the detriment of the community. GDHS being located in Alexandria always had a strong
French immersion program. When Le Relais SS was put in place the GDHS building was expanded and modified so
as to accommodate two separate schools and administrations; GDHS and le Relais. This was an expensive
construction endeavour by the UCDSB who then rented space to le Relais. When le Relais built their own school and
moved out of the GDHS complex this left a huge complex remaining for just the GDHS students and administration.
To try to fill this empty space grades 7/8 students fro Laggan PS were moved into the GDHS complex. The community
also filled more of the excess space by bringing in TR Leger Education Programs and students, Encore Community
Education Programs and students, and renting further space to the Glengarry Archives. Yet, all of these efforts and
space allocations were deemed inconsequential and hence ignored by the UCDSB. And now the UCDSB wonders
why our community is enraged and has no faith in the decisions that the board is making about our community
schools! UCDSB basically wants all High School students, and many Elementary School students, to be bussed
outside of Glengarry County for their education; this is an atrocious death by a thousand cuts implemented by a remote
and unaccountable bureaucracy that is the UCDSB. Students will suffer, enrolment in English Public Schools within
Glengarry County will plummet, families will leave the community and attracting new residents to the heart of our
county will suffer which will also have a negative impact on the economic health of our community. Please have the
UCDSB explain and justify why approx 8 years after the closure of General Vanier HS in Cornwall the building still sits
empty consuming our tax dollars to maintain a pay taxes on. What is this boondoggle costing our community in lost
dollars? Why has the board not removed this bleeding from their budgets? And they think they can be trusted to
"properly" manage their current proposals for school closures with this track record? I THINK NOT! Keep Glengarry
students within Glengarry. Have all (or at least most) of the SJ McLeod School, all of the Maxville School, and all of
the Laggan School students designated to be feeder schools for GDHS. Plus, have all of the feeder schools be
designated French Immersion. Designate GDHS as a HUB Community School Complex and acknowledge that the
added tenants and activities within its building are additives to the service that it provides to the community and is not
subtractive -- the latter is the only way that the UCDSB Staff have viewed GDHS for many years; GDHS has been
remote and easily ignored and discarded by the UCDSB with only infrequent platitudes served up. If any school needs
to close it should be Tagwi SS; there is no direct community around it, it robs students from all the Seaway
communities and Glengarry to justify its existence. The Seaway schools are threatened with closures because their
students are "out-sourced" from the communities, just like Maxville students have been, yet these communities, along
with Alexandria and Glengarry County, are where new homes and families are relocating to, and one of the key
motivators for this growth is EASY access to GOOD and LOCAL schools.

1/31/2017 9:50 PM
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10 Glengarry needs a high school. You can not have a community left without a high school, it would be detrimental to the
whole county. It is unacceptable to have kids on buses for 2 or more hours each way to school. It would appear that
your surplus space is maybe not what it seems. I would suggest that you maybe look at that a bit closer. What about
the space that is rent by other groups does that not count in your calculations. As a school board I would be looking
not at how many students are at each school but the quality of the education at each school. Glengarry has some of
the best schools in your district. Why you would want to close them I have no idea. For your own future I would be
fighting like hell to keep theses small rural schools open. We still have a sense of community, as parents we are still
very involved in our children's education. If you start shipping our children out of our communities this may no longer
be the case. I hope that you are able to come up with some solutions. P.s. It has been mentioned by many that you
consider gymnasiums empty space, as well as storage rooms and lunch rooms. If that is the case this whole process
is a joke. Maybe you should reexamine what is empty space!

1/31/2017 9:48 PM

11 Leave GDHS intact (as its closure would have a larger economic impact to the town of Alexandria), close Charlan
High School instead, and bus the students attending that school to either GDHS (Alexandria) or CCVS (Cornwall)
depending on whichever one is closer to where the affected students reside.

1/31/2017 8:55 PM

12 If GDHS is to close, my children will go outside of UCDSB for their schooling. They will go to Alexandria, to the French
catholic high school NOT Tagwi or VCI!

1/31/2017 8:07 PM

13 The report needs to be clear about how the recommended closures and consolidations will result in better
programming and education for our students.

1/31/2017 7:27 PM

14 I think it is extremely important that a high school remain in Alexandria. As a past student I was able to walk to a part
time job in the local community and health appointments. I was able to participate in extra curricular activities because
it was close enough to my home. Extend the boarder south to have Charlan amalgamate with GDHS

1/31/2017 6:49 PM

15 I'm sad to have toremove the only two English secondary high schools in the county of Glengarry north and south
however if it must be done I put my support behind Glengary district high school. GDHS is located in a thriving
community with plenty of co-op opportunities for students plenty of local athletic facilities and Hospital located minutes
from the high school in case of emergency. Having my children transported to either VCI, (a newly built school which
already has several portables located outside of it, to accommodate the present students) or Tagwi high school
located in the middle of nowhere, which provides an obstacle for having my children return home in a timely manner
to assist with jobs on the family farm and their extra employment in Alexandria after school. GDHS is a large enough
school to accommodate students from CharLan and could accommodate students from VCI. Enclosing if GDHS is to
be closed my children will transfer to another school board, not UCDSB.

1/31/2017 6:43 PM

16 I feel that the closure of glengarry district high school would severely impact the local economy in a very negative way.
As a graduate of the school I am proud to say I earned my high school education through this institution. It set me on
the right path for my future and I am thankful for that. My recommendation, not being overly well versed in the
alternatives, would be to amalgamate Laggan and Maxville public schools with Tagwi and GDHS respectively.

1/31/2017 4:22 PM

17 Perhaps the students from Tagwi could be amalgamated into GDHS. GDHS is in a town that will have massive
negative effects on the community if closed. Students with after school jobs in Alexandria may not be able to keep
them, effecting the local businesses, students already facing long bus rides will have even longer bus rides, and
without a school within the town it will be harder to attract new families looking to move into the area. Please take into
account the negative effect closing the school will have on the residents of Alexandria as well as all of the surrounding
communities.

1/31/2017 3:02 PM

18 I feel that small town schools should not be closed. Especially not 2 high school in the same area. At least char-LAN
or GDHS. Should remain open. Preferably GD because there is a town that accommodates many of the students.

1/31/2017 1:50 PM

19 Consult the community And hear what they have to offer 1/31/2017 1:38 PM

20 To close GDHS would be the equivalency of killing the township of Alexandria and Glengarry County. Who would live
in a town with no school? How many parents would choose for their child to have an hour+ long bus ride every day?
This would spell the end of an entire community which has been in place since the foundation of Ontario. It would be a
travesty to allow it to die in such an unceremonious manner. GDHS should remain open and Tagwi be closed. GDHS
has a long history in sports, above average literacy rates and graduation rates. It has a lot of space (empty only due to
the French Catholic school board wasting money on a huge school with hardly any francophone students to fill it) and
is in an actual town which allows students to go out for lunch and maintain part time jobs after school (both help the
towns economy and the latter helps provide students with independence and responsibility).

1/31/2017 1:33 PM
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21 Keep rural schools open. For the well-being and best outcomes of our children and youth rural schools need to
continue to exist. Unfortunately, the draft recommendations do not in any way benefit the children and youth who are
impacted by these possible closures and only benefit is to the school boards bank book to get the mega school they
wish to have. At the end of the day, these proposed school closures hurt the children of our community the most and
impact the quality of education they will receive. I believe a potential solution is for GDHS to become a host school. It
is located in a community where there are ample amazing opportunities for all students of all socio economic
backgrounds. There are businesses that can offer easily accessible co-op opportunities all within walking distance of
the school so if a student does not have access to a vehicle or a parent who can come daily to drive them. The school
is central to many of the smaller villages and hamlets in the county. Again, within walking distance students have
access to facilities such as the local arena, the soccer dome, the nature trials for walking, skiing or snowshoeing, the
mill pond for canoeing and kayaking, the curling club for access to curling and Island park which offers beautiful soccer
fields and tennis courts in addition to those already on site of GDHS. Forcing children/youth to attend schools which
are 40+ km away eliminates all of the above options and limits the possibility of participation in extra curricular as not
every parent is going to be able to go 40+ km to pick up their child and the children/youth. in addition, they are forced
to have to try out and compete against many more students and left unable to participate in activities such as being on
the soccer team etc. The proposed draft does not in any way improve the opportunities for children/youth and only
limits their options to have the best possible education. As mentioned earlier, sadly it appears as though there is a
hidden agenda which benefits nothing more than the bank book of the UCDBS. It is sad that has taken priority over
offering quality education to the children and youth in the communities in the UCDSB zones.

1/31/2017 6:35 AM

22 Email received: I am writing to you today in regarding the Pupil Accommodation review and my concerns that these
proposed changes will have on the community and the health and well being of the residence there in. I, myself am a
graduate of Glengarry District High School as were my parents. Born and raised in this community, GDHS is part of
the moral fabric that is Glengarry County. I am now a parent of young children who are currently enrolled in the French
catholic elementary school and plan to move to Glengarry District High School for their high school education. Should
GDHS close, in no way would my children be buses to a neighbouring community where we have no social or financial
ties to. In the event of the closure, my children would remain in the catholic board. My wife is an employee of the
UCDSB and my children attend the French Catholic board, we have made a conscious decision to have our taxes
directed to your board. Should the board move forward with the proposed closures, we will have our taxes redirected.
I am a business owner and property owner in North Glengarry. The impact that this would have on our property values
has been put forth to you in the Public Meetings and is very concerning and may put sever financial strains on many
families and will stunt and growth to our township. As a business owner, my livelihood depends on the success of the
community and the residence within it. I am afraid of what the long term impact on my business would be and the
people I employ. I believe that great recommendations have been made to the ARC committee to have Glengarry as a
host school. With all the numerous sporting facilities, the local businesses, and the natural bilingualism that exists in
the town, Glengarry would serve as a fantastic option for a host school. I commend the ARC Committee for all their
work and effort put forth during this process, however I feel that the process is flawed. I fear that the decisions have
already been made in the minds of the board of trustees to benefit their own personal agendas. I would ask that you
look deeper into this situation, this means much more that a mega school in your own district. The decisions you make
will have serious impacts to many families, and all the communities that you are neighbours with. Do not let failing
communities be your legacy, stand up for what is right and demand a funding formula that is fair for rural schools.

1/30/2017 10:25 PM

23 I currently have children attending rural schools in glengarry that are possibly going to be closed. I was also a student
at gdhs. The teachers and staff there helped me grow into the person I am today. In fact I still see and speak to many
of my teachers. You don't get that in city schools. If gdhs closes its doors the school board can count on my children
being pulled from the public school system to be homeschooled. I don't pay school taxes to have my children sitting on
a bus for over an hour a day. I think that rural area need our schools and that it helps tie the community together. Your
not going to get a community that comes together and fights the way glengarry does. I am a glengarry Gael and I want
my kids to have the priveledge of becoming Gaels as well. You'll never find the kind of great teachers we have at char
LAN and gdhs at a inner city school.

1/30/2017 10:22 PM

24 Combining Laggan School with GDHS, and have student from Char-Lan in the North attend GD and South of
Williamstown attend school in Cornwall, or Avonmore.

1/30/2017 9:43 PM

25 Look at how much this school is being used it is not that much under populated , you have the archives and TR Leger
that also rent a % of this school.......Co-op, after school jobs, activites, sports cant do any of these things if you are
that long on a bus, when students will get home they will be over tiered after long bus ride not want to study,,, why not
leave a good thing alone.

1/30/2017 9:39 PM

26 GDHS has a central location and larger facilities. Char-Lan is closer to Cornwall . Boundaries were changed in the
past and can easily be changed again.

1/30/2017 9:05 PM

27 what can be done to improve the recommendations is to not close the only high school in the aria. relocating glengarry
DHS would meant that children would be in transport for over 1 1/2 hours each direction, weather it be to Vankleek or
tagwi. this 1 1/2 hour transit is illegal according to the education charter.

1/30/2017 8:39 PM

21 / 90

2016-17 UCDSB Building for the Future Pupil Accommodation Review Online Survey



28 #1 and # 2 both entail gutting present schools with the hopes of getting ministry money to either build new schools.
The idea of closing Glengarry District, with all it has to offer by its location in a thriving town that supports it in the
foreseeable future is ludicrous. So is sending the students to Tagwi, a school in the middle of a field, miles from any
glimmer of an urban centre. Changing Tagwi's boundaries to try to fill the Cornwall high schools so that the board can
ask for a new Cornwall school is betraying the rural schools in our area for the city's benefit. Send SJ MacLeod and
Williamstown Public to Char-LAN and bring up its numbers. Don't change Tagwi's borders.

1/30/2017 7:48 PM

29 To close all the schools in Glengarry seems like the easy way out of the boards problems. The board should be
looking for solutions to keeping the schools open but adjust to the inevitable fluctuations in the population. ie people
having less children, other school boards etc.

1/30/2017 4:39 PM

30 Keep at least one school open within a certain radius of students houses, they should not have to be bussed over 1
hour to get to school.

1/30/2017 4:19 PM

31 Seriously look into no changes, change the funding formula, etc. Closing schools in rural communities will devasted
said communities to a point of no return; the financial impact without a school is being reported and rural areas cannot
sustain such an impact.

1/30/2017 4:00 PM

32 Combine the French and English school board as it was in the past . 1/27/2017 1:38 PM

33 To improve recommendations, you would have to consider the global impact of a rural school closure on its
community, specifically the closure of GDHS and its important detrimental impacts. I have lived and worked in
Cornwall, Alexandria, Hawkesbury, and have relentlessly served SDG and PR counties. Costs incurred by the GDHS
closure would be insurmountable when considering social, demographic, economic and health impacts. For the
purpose of this specific answer, let us just consider the impact of the GDHS closure on the mental health of its
students. The suicide rate in Eastern Counties is 30% higher than the provincial rate. For girls aged between 15 and
19, this rate increases to 50% (EOHU, Eastern Ontario Injury Report). Young people aged 15-24 are also more likely
to report substance use and/or mental illness disorders than other age groups, yet are less susceptible to use
resources for their problems (www.camh.net). The North Glengarry area is particularly hit hard with its very high
prevalence rate of suicides and mental illnesses in youth, caused by the lack of mental health services, absence of
residential withdrawal services, half-way houses, shelters, and crisis and addictions walk-ins, combined to few
supportive housing and social drop-in centers. No public transportation exists, there are distance barriers, and low
income families cannot afford the purchase of vehicles. These factors increase isolation in an area where medical,
mental health and addictions issues are high and socio-economic status is low. Closing the education institution that is
the foundation of this enlarged North Glengarry community is detrimental to the mental health of its students and
residents who already suffer in silence. As a Professional that has the well-being of all residents at heart, I urge you to
NOT CLOSE GDHS, a rural school that needs to remain open to counteract an already alarming high suicide rate in a
socio-economically challenged community. Industries are starting to settle-in, the commercial sector in the downtown
area is beginning to look alive after several years of almost stillness, students are actively doing their volunteer hours
in the community, and folks moving in this area are doing so because the basic institutions are close-by, such as our
GDHS. Closure of GDHS would have an unforgiving impact on this economic and demographic revival. To the
contrary, GDHS should become the pillar of Upper Canada rural schools...a success story thanks to the board
members that considered ALL impacts of their options.

1/25/2017 6:04 PM

34 The Alexandria community has much to offer to high school students. We need a school in our community. Students
would be on a bus for too long in order to be transported to Cornwall/ Tagwi/VCI. The Glengarry DHS is used by many
community groups in to TR Leger and the Archives (recent renovations to make this possible). At least one Glengarry
county school should remain open.

1/24/2017 7:27 PM

35 Centralize in Alexandria. 1/22/2017 7:18 PM

36 There are two significant towns in North Glengarry—Alexandria and Maxville. And people from the area see no sense
in the board’s recommendations to eliminate the schools serving these towns. They feel the process is either being
directed by officials who do not understand our rural landscape, or by board officials who have their hands tied. Many
of us recognize the need to reduce surplus space and to cut bussing costs. But to do this effectively, the process
should be open, inclusive and thorough. I support the SD&G counties council recommendation to put a one year
moratorium on school closures in the region. I also support the idea that local politicians and officials representing the
three other boards should be included in the “surplus space” restructuring process. The case for four school boards
gets weaker and weaker each year. Officials in city centres may still be able to make arguments to uphold four boards;
but out in a county like Glengarry it makes no sense. Our population is too small. Creative solutions have to be worked
out. Most rural parents don’t want their children on long commutes to school. Commute is a word city people tolerate.
Out here, I imagine, Catholic families would accept a “shared school” with other faiths—especially if their children
could take religion classes. And if it came down to losing both high schools in North Glengarry, I imagine French and
English children would be willing to share the same facility. It’s funny, the one school the board plans to keep in North
Glengarry exists in relative isolation. I imagine 99% of the kids get bussed to Laggan. That makes no sense with
today’s bussing costs. And it there was an open, inclusive and thorough process, I think, many would see that this is
the school to close. Primary schools in Alexandria and Maxville make sense for North Glengarry, as does a high
school in Alexandria.

1/21/2017 1:00 PM
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37 I believe that the Glengarry Solution is the best option. Amalgamation of schools into the current GDHS location,
thereby keeping children locally and ensuring resources to both students and the community

1/20/2017 7:40 PM

38 What is a town without a school ! Takes away from being able to obtain credits for coop while working at jobs within
town limits that they can easily walk too Will not be able to have after school jobs if they have a bus ride of an hour or
an hour and a half

1/20/2017 2:59 PM

39 Glengarry should be used as a consolidation school. Charlan could join Glengarry or use Glengarry and take Maxville
and Laggan in and make a super school here.

1/20/2017 2:41 PM

40 Letter Received: Dear Trustees: I am writing to you today in concerned response to the proposed school closures of
Maxville Public School and Glengarry District High School as outlined in the UCDSB Pupil Accommodation Review
2016-2017 report (referred to as “report”). I am a proud graduate of both schools, & reside in Maxville Ontario. My
spouse and I have chosen to raise our family, and ultimately make our livings in these rural communities. My children
also presently attend GDHS and both attended Maxville PS. My own experiences at both of these schools as a student
were very positive. They both had a positive impact on my upbringing & personal growth, and provided a very solid
foundation for my professional development & eventual career. My children’s experiences to-date have also been
extremely positive. First let me state that I do understand the decreasing student enrolment & subsequent budgetary
challenges. I work in business and understand full well decreased budgets. I do not agree however with the illogical
solutions proposed for these challenges that has come forth from the “report”. My experiences and my children’s
experiences in attending these two schools included: * A bilingual education, which prepared me for increased and
enhanced work opportunities * Exposure to, and life within a bilingual community, which broadened my exposure, and
is broadening my children’s exposure to different languages and cultures * Volunteer experiences within walking
distance from the school, at many local businesses * Co-operative educational experiences for my eldest child, within
walking distance of GDHS. My other children will undoubtedly participate in these invaluable co-op experiences also. *
Access to local recreational facilities, as a part of the school’s physical & health education programs, all within walking
distance. Facilities in Maxville like the Glengarry Curling Club, the Maxville Arena for activities like skating, hockey,
and broomball & the track surface at the Glengarry Highland Games grounds. In Alexandria, facilities & places like Mill
Pond for boating & outdoor education; the Glengarry Trails for skiing, hiking and riding; the indoor soccer & tennis
dome; the Glengarry Sports Palace for hockey, skating; the Glengarry Golf Course for golf programming & cross
country skiing in the winter months; the Alexandria Curling Club; the indoor pool at the Glengarry Memorial Hospital.
Contrast these volunteer & co-operative education opportunities & recreational facilities available in Alexandria and
Maxville, all within walking distance from the schools, with those of say Tagwi Secondary School or Char-Lan District
High School and you can easily see why the proposal to close GDHS and Maxville Public School lacks logic & reason.
There are other, stronger alternatives. I encourage you all to strongly review & consider the very logical & reasonable
“The Glengarry Solution” being proposed from concerned parents and members of the local community. In it, they
aptly outline the benefits of retaining Glengarry District High School, and making it the logical “host school for
consolidation – a hub for students from surrounding areas”. Glengarry District High School: * Is centrally located,
residing in Glengarry’s largest town * Has sufficient room to accommodate hundreds of new students without the
needed expense of renovations, or adding of “student life-sucking” portables! * Is within walking distance of
recreational facilities that add value to & support the educational curriculum. * Is within walking distance of a huge
variety of bilingual, dynamic, co-operative education opportunities that benefit our students and who benefit from our
students. * Is within walking distance of skills-forming volunteer opportunities for students. * Is within walking distance
of crucial after-school work placement opportunities that hugely benefit our children, giving them exposure & skills, and
preparing them for life after school. * Resides in a bilingual community. In Eastern Ontario, bilingualism is still
considered a huge asset and a wonderful “leg up” in seeking gainful employment in our local business & professional
communities. * Is a modern, safe, beautiful, construction-sound school, with all the educational & recreational
amenities that today’s students require in order to be successful. Our child has years remaining at GDHS, while
another graduates soon. If the recommendation to close GDHS proceeds, our child could very well be removed from
the UCDSB. We have very strong objections to the idea of busing and seeing them educated at Tagwi Secondary
School (or possibly Vankleek Hill Collegiate). We have alternatives available, and have been exploring them. Many,
many other parents with children in the system have many of the same reservations, especially with respect to the
quality of education, surrounding (or rather lack of surrounding) community & services available at Tagwi Secondary.
For generations to come, I implore you to make the right & logical decisions here. The solutions are simple, do not
close Glengarry District High School. Instead close Tagwi Secondary School & Char-Lan District High School, and
relocate the children from the Northern & Eastern boundaries of Char-Lan to GDHS, and from the Eastern boundaries
of Tagwi to GDHS. GDHS is a better situated school, a better facility, providing more opportunity for students.
Increasing GDHS’s enrolment through my suggested closures would resolve the funding “dilemma” that the board is
faced with, and provide long-term stability that our communities so desperately desire.

1/20/2017 9:37 AM
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41 Letter Received: We recently met with elected officials to apprise them of the future employment and employability
implications of the possible closure of Glengarry District High School. The hardest to employ clients we meet are
unilingual English speakers since our local employers seek bilingual candidates. Moving students to a predominantly
English area will lower levels of bilingualism as students lose the opportunity to speak French at jobs and sports after
school. As an Employment Ontario office, we assist youth in finding jobs to build work experience and thereby
employability skills. The Ministry of Advanced Education and Skills Development contracts out office with $465,000 to
assist youth with pre-employment training and workplace subsidies. These could be lost to out area should students
be bussed home to concession roads. Both students and employers would lose out. Youth jobs are high on
government agendas at all levels. Please consider the education that is offered by an after school job. The opportunity
for reasl world personal development is irreplaceable and can only be found in close proximity to home.

1/20/2017 8:44 AM

42 Letter Received: I am writing about the public school boards plan to close several schools in Glengarry. I have the
Application for Direction of School Support at my house ready to change my taxes to a different school board. I have
two properties and no children in school. I am waiting for the board to decide if they will change their minds. I hope
many will do like wise.

1/18/2017 12:43 PM

43 Do not support eastern portion of Maxville going to Laggan! Maxville needs to stay open and become a dual track
school as was suggested during the Boundary 2020 discussions. It is one thing for the high school kids to be riding the
bus for longer period (although not entirely agree with this either) but I think it is NOT acceptable to put small children
on a bus for several hours of the day! Keep the elementary schools open and consolidate a few of the high schools.
Tagwi is so central that it should be one to remain open. People living in rural areas want to stay and go to RURAL
schools. Rural schools offer a different atmosphere than the city schools. I was happy for my children to attend rural
schools and will see that my grandchildren will too. Hopefully that will still be with UCDSB IF there are still rural
schools to attend in our community.

1/18/2017 9:50 AM

44 Like libraries, arenas, cultural centers, etc., the local schools including the high-school, contribute to the well-being of
the community both socially and economically. The shut-down a well-established community school is the same as
signing a future death certificate for the community. The citizens invest in their institutions such as libraries, hospitals,
to improve and sustain a quality life. The proposed closure is basically saying this community and region is now
irrelevant to the future of the province, let's start to shut it down for the benefit of the large urban areas.

1/17/2017 3:23 PM

45 Do not close the one high school that is in the largest town in Glengarry! 1/17/2017 2:05 PM

46 Alternative solution. Do not close Glengarry District High School. Recommendation to close Tagwi Secondary School
instead. A school built in the middle of nowhere, with a lack of pupil benefit from it's surrounding community, a void of
pupil involvement or pupil skills development opportunities in the immediate neighbourhood. Large run costs for that
high school. Large busing requirements with no access for children to walk, bike, or roller blade to school. No
surrounding community sports or recreation facilities. No water sports facilities. No emergency care nearby for sick or
injured children. No after school employment opportunities. Children from the South & West portions of Tagwi's
boundary could be relocated to Cornwall & Ingleside area high schools (satisfying their needs for pupil growth).
Children from the North & East portions of that boundary could be relocated to Glengarry District High School - a much
better suited community for a high school. Further, no additional expense would be required to accommodate students
at Glengarry District High School from Tagwi. The alternative, moving GDHS students to VCI requires the building
more portables at VCI to potentially accommodate GDHS student relocations. Portable's for education is not a logical
alternative to the current school space available at GDHS. It also is not a responsible approach to public finance
management.

1/17/2017 8:26 AM

47 I do not support closing of GDHS. I understand that the UCDSB is a very large board, but I feel that the current
proposal to close BOTH GDHS and Char-Lan leaving Glengarry County with no Public High School is not in the best
interests of the population within said county. There is a proposal to create a K-12 school in Williamstown - this seems
appropriate. There is currently a 45 pupil Kindergarten class at Laggan as well as the extra pupils from SJ MacLeod
that would be feeding into GDHS in the future. Future numbers look bright, not gloomy! GDHS contains 3
gymnasiums - this is unheard of in a rural high school. The costs to build the same facilities at another high school
don't seem to balance the savings of closing GDHS. Physical exercise is known to support and improve mental health.
Having these excellent facilities at GDHS as well as a soccer dome and an arena within WALKING distance of the
school (more fresh air and exercise!) lend itself to supporting the physical and mental health of students and balancing
out the rigours of academics. Having students on longer bus rides takes away from time for physical activities thereby
decreasing exercise and INCREASING mental stress and anxiety - which by the UCDSB's own admission, you wish to
avoid in students. Quote from Glengarry News Article: "At a recent meeting, superintendent ____________ told
trustees how the revised Health and Physical Education (HPE) curriculum and other initiatives can 'help our students
deal with stress and support well-being' " End quote. The consequences of closing small town schools and longer bus
rides on the stress levels and well-being of the students bears serious thought. INCREASED stress levels due to
decreased opportunities for physical activities, quality time with family and friends, and potential increased stress on
the bus. Bus rides for some students ARE NOT PLEASANT, but rather VERY STRESSFUL. This increased stress to
our students is not out-weighed by the greater academic opportunities afforded by a large school. A young adults
education is so much more than the classes that are offered in a school.

1/16/2017 3:52 PM
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48 Email received: We propose that GDHS' boundaries in South Glengarry return to pre-2008 levels. We would be fine
with a 'dual' boundary, whereby students would have the option of going to CharLan or Glengarry. We feel that we
would get a lot of those kids; they always used to prefer Glengarry to CharLan. More importantly, we are confident we
would get a number of kids who live in the CharLan boundary but decide to go to Le Relais or Holy Trinity instead of
CharLan. At this point, we get a significant number of English Catholic kids from St. Finnans PS- almost all of them-
and a healthy percentage of French Board kids from Elda Rouleau and Terre des Jeunes, around 33%. We are
working on getting numbers confirmed and will present them when available. We feel that CharLan was given sole
deed to the formerly shared borders due to political bias. We feel this redistricting was done not because it was good
policy, but instead to prop up a failing school at our expense by a passionate member of the CharLan community. At
this point, CharLans numbers still seem to be underwhelming and it has cost the Board students, particularly to Holy
Trinity.

1/16/2017 3:48 PM

49 Use the Glengarry solution! 1/15/2017 11:01 PM

50 Oh yes, unfortunatly an easy recommendation would be to start improving little communities and towns so families
would stay and have pride in re-building or re-giving life to the towns. But of course, this means time and effort... there
is always a solution. Those schools were build for the community. Leave them be. Rent empty class rooms for yoga
seance, cooking lessons, important séminaires. I don't know. but if the classes are empty, fill them up somehow!

1/11/2017 2:21 PM

51 The impact of closing GDHS makes it a terrible option. We do realize that our number of students needs to increase.
To that end we propose that the boundaries be revamped to allow GDHS to continue it's fine tradition in the
community of Alexandria. The Ministry has encouraged all Boards to use borders fluidly where school populations
fluctuate.

1/10/2017 3:53 PM

52 Keep the school open, our children do not need a long bus ride to Cornwall or Hawesbury / Vankleek Hill. 1/10/2017 3:52 PM

53 Divide Glengarry DHS into 2 seperate sections. The first for elementary students and the other portion for high school
students.

1/10/2017 3:51 PM

54 Email received: I am a parent of a child at Laggan Public School. It has recently come to my attention that it is under
consideration to relocate Laggan Public School to the GDHS building, and that there has been discussion on what
parents might think of this. I think you will be hard-pressed to find parents of elementary school students (who are as
young as 3 years old!) who think it would be a good idea to have them attend school in the same facility as high school
students; at best I think you will find parents who are indifferent, but moreso there will be a significant proportion who
oppose the idea. Laggan PS is located in a beautiful rural setting that is healthy for the children physically, mentally
and emotionally. The peaceful, natural setting is a significant factor in why parents choose the school for their children.
Relocation to the high school would have the children at a facility next to a gas station (would an environmental
assessment be done for the impact on comparative air quality the children would be exposed to?), several students
smoking outside, a large parking lot surrounding most of the school rather than green space, and other businesses
surrounding the facility. This seems to be an obvious downside. Laggan is also a stand-alone facility with controlled
access, which enhances safety and provides peace of mind for parents. I assume the high school would be renovated
to provide a distinct facility for the elementary students, but it wouldn't change the fact the children would be housed
in a building full of teens, adults returning to school, and the general public who have uncontrolled access to the
building during school hours. As a parent, this makes me uneasy. And I would think that young children would feel
overwhelmed and insecure. What would the return on investment be for GDHS renovation to accommodate the
elementary school compared to maintaining and operating Laggan PS as is? And is this return on investment worth
sacrificing the safety and quality of environment of our children? I would also request that this process be more
transparent. I am aware of the Laggan relocation discussion partly by chance and definitely through unofficial
channels. I'm sure most parents at the school are unaware that this is being discussed and are therefore unable to
voice their opinion. The current accommodation review survey seems out of date.

1/10/2017 3:51 PM
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55 Email received: I am writing you in response to underscore the importance of Laggan PS and outline the reasons that
one of the solutions to the current capacity issues should not be moving Laggan to GDHS. My kids are just starting
their education, attending Laggan. We moved back from South Glengarry to the North to live in Laggan's jurisdiction
for this purpose. We absolutely did not want our young kids going to school in Alexandria, so our choice was to either
send them to Iona - Catholic English - or move. I have no doubt that Laggan is the best school in the province, and
not based on the Fraser Institute but based on the number of teachers who want to teach at our school and based on
the mental health counsellors who go into your schools and speak about the supports and few issues with kids at
Laggan. Laggan offers a positive learning environment. It's surrounded by green space, we have gardens and have
planted trees, donated by the Raisin River institute, to aid in hands on learning outside of the classroom. We have 35
regular volunteers who come in and help with reading, breakfast programs and any other ways to support our kids to
the teachers and aids can take care of doing their jobs. Many families with special needs children have moved to the
area for Laggan or left other school boards for Laggan because of how well these children do and the caring and
supportive environment the staff and fellow students provide. I understand when you look at capacity Laggan looks
low 170 out of 270 spots, but due to caps on class sizes this is not an accurate picture, all classrooms, but one which
works as a lunch room to minimize the number of student monitors needed, are being utilized. Laggan is right in the
center of North Glengarry and captures children coming from Quebec. It makes sense to keep Laggan in the North,
Williamstown in the south and then for high school send all the Glengarry kids to GDHS in the center of the county. I
understand by this point you likely feel my email is long winded, but I have a few more points. Laggan has done a
tremendous job with its immersion program, they have learning teams for math and literacy. They excel in fundraising
and giving back to the community. We have a community supported and community run soccer and music program.
Laggan is as successful as it is because of where it is, because of the number of volunteers and parents who donate
their time to the school - if Laggan moves it will lose a large number of these things. It will not be the school that it is
now. It makes more sense to keep K-6 separate from 7-12, their needs are completely different. And combining
GDHS and Laggan would not result in the extended programming promised as part of the ARC process. Thankyou for
taking the time to read this email and I hope this hasn't fallen on deaf ears. Laggan PS needs to stay where it is. This
is a school you should be trying to model the rest after; this is a school you should be congratulating for years of hard
work and standing above the others.

1/10/2017 3:50 PM

56 It seems to me that the board is looking at Glengarry District High School as simply an outdated, rural school.
However, it is my experience that the size and location of GDHS are a benefit, not a detriment to certain niches within
the student population. Consider, for example, those students who are not blessed with ideal health. I am one such
student and a graduate of GDHS. Before attending GDHS, I attended a school of over two thousand students between
grade seven to nine. One morning, I suffered a major medical event in a crowded hall. Though no fault of my own, I
was routinely bullied by my peers following this episode. The bullying was reported to staff and administration multiple
times but nothing was done. As the school was so large, I was unable to specifically name the bullies. Administration
wrote me off repeatedly and informed my parents and I that there was nothing to be done and it was not their fault
such incidents occurred as bullies could "blend in with the crowd". In addition to this bullying, administration refused to
allow me to participate in school activities, including field trips. I cannot begin to tell you how emotionally corrosive that
school was, as though dealing with a difficult medical diagnosis were not enough. As is imaginable, when I began
school at GDHS, I was nervous. My previous experience at my middle school had left me feeling like an outcast who
had no worth or merit. I did not expect to be accepted, let alone embraced in this new environment. However, this
small school welcomed me with open arms. The resource teacher made sure that I knew where her room was and
made arrangements so that I could go there any time I was feeling unwell. The resource teacher, guidance teachers
and administration worked together to ensure that the staff was aware of my medical condition and that it would
remain confidential. The staff's discretion coupled with the school's close proximity to the local hospital in case of a
medical event offered me a feeling of security in school that I had not known since before my diagnosis. At GDHS, I
thrived. The hospital was so close that I could walk on lunch for appointments and routine bloodwork without missing
class. I knew that the staff around me knew what to do in the case of another medical event. I began to be involved in
the school and excelled academically. Whereas in a larger school I was discouraged from participating, at GDHS I
was encouraged. I was involved with two musicals, part of the Improv team and participated in the Sears Drama
Festival. I was also active in Student Council, Leadership Camps, Prom Committee and the Link program that brought
awareness of mental health issues to the student body. Thanks to assistance from the dedicated and understanding
staff, I was able to maintain honour roll grades during my time at GDHS. I went on to win several awards at graduation
including excellence in History and English and the Yes, Women Can! Award. This past June, I graduated from
University with a Bachelor of Arts, Honours. I am currently furthering my education so that I can work with children
struggling in school. Simply put, I could not have achieved what I have had it not been for GDHS. Its small size and
location created a learning environment that improved my quality of life. I went from being a targeted outcast to a
valued member of a close-knit school community. It is never a good idea to project back on what if scenarios, but I do
not like to think where I would be today had I remained in the large school where I spent my intermediate years. My
situation was by no means isolated. Do not be naive, students with medical exceptionalities will fall through the cracks
in larger schools. I do not like to think how close I came to being one.

1/10/2017 3:48 PM
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57 Major communities need to have at least one elementary school and one high school covering from 6th grade to 12th
grade and they should not be forced to depend more on the buses etc. Consolidating elementary with high school or
mid school is acceptable not out rightly closing them or there should be efforts to work with french immersion schools(
french schools) to find a way to work together. School boards short shortsightedness should not be compensated by
letting future leaders or flag bearers of the community at any cost.

1/10/2017 3:46 PM

58 I can understand the concern of the "powers to be" of school space and funding. What I can't understand is the
thinking behind the closure of GDHS. Maybe it has to be restructured or a new high school built or rent space from the
french high school but no way should the largest area outside of Cornwall be without an English Public High School.
The town of Alexandria has so much to offer our students such as outside facilities, co-op opportunities, employment,
after school programs. All of these concerns have been voiced many times and we hope you are listening. I can't even
comprehend how an elected Board of Trustees could even think of leaving Glengarry without an English high school.
Maxville Public School needs to be looked at also to be kept open. If water ever comes to town that town will grow like
Casselman. In the meantime bring in french immersion so students don't have to travel to Roxmore or Laggan for it.
Every school in Eastern Ontario should be offering french immersion. Even more importantly here is my concern for
transportation. I always comment, that principals and Board members should have to ride on a loaded school bus at
least once a year. Long bus rides should be out of the question. The limit should be definitely be the one hour. But to
keep it to this limit so many more buses would have to be put on the road. This is all adding to cost and harmful to the
environment. But more importantly the welfare of the students. Elementary students don't sit well for any length of time
without something to occupy their attention and without seat belts to keep them in their seats, drivers are always being
distracted by them. This is a continual concern of bus drivers. There are so many concerns that we all have, don't
make it all about money, lives and welfare are at stake here.

1/10/2017 3:45 PM

59 See #4 above. Personally, I think the UCDSB is too big a behemoth that has essentially become out-of-touch with all
the communities it is mandated to serve, and quite frankly is doing a poor job. The blatant antics over the last few
years of some UCDSB staff and members being self-serving, etc., and giving only lip service to their "community
sensitivity and service" is both hypocritical and self-serving. Why should WE trust the recommendations of the
UCDSB? My solution is to dismantle the UCDSB and for our community create the SD&G School Board; our 3
counties are already amalgamated politically for many services, etc., and we could better assess what is BEST for all
of OUR students and families!

1/9/2017 10:16 AM

60 Consider the impact to the community at large and consider as well the benefits of GDHS absorbing the students from
CharLan and Tagwi instead...which is both economically and geographically viable.

1/5/2017 8:22 PM

61 Closing these schools and busing children to schools further from their community will not help the development of
community interactions something that has been at the core of Glengarry's culture for years. As a former student who
attended GDHS/ESRG I am both proud and privileged to have attended this school. New buildings and the most up to
date resources do not make a school - it is the people/community!

12/25/2016 5:25 PM

62 Be more transparent about how the wellness and quality education offered to our students is being considered. 12/18/2016 7:20 AM

63 I do not support item 1 above. Alexandria is the biggest town in the area and it would be appalling to not have an
english public high school here. I cannot fathom sending my child out of town to attend high school. We live rural but
only a few kilometeres outside of Alexandria, and one of the main reasons we live so close to the town is for the
amenities, including education for our children. I think what needs to be done is an effort for additional ministry funding
that considers the needs of rural communities and the large geographic area. Does the funding model differ much
compared to more densely populated urban areas? Eastern Ontario is unique in that the population is spread over a
large area - we are less densely populated than southern Ontario but more densely populated than Northern Ontario.
Changes in the funding model need to be pressed. Children should not be expected to be on buses for excessive
periods of time, and they should also not be forced to be far geographically from their parents and home.

12/17/2016 10:12 PM

64 Increasing the number of students at other schools that are far away is ridiculous. What happens when students have
an appointment or an emergency? How would the parent feel if they had to drive 45-50 minutes to get their children
when it takes less than 20 minutes to do so, here, in our community? The busses will run longer, after-school activities
will take a hit, such as hospital volunteering, as well as after-school jobs for our senior students who hope to save up
for post-secondary education. They can easily walk to their after-school programs without worrying parents or using
vehicles.

12/17/2016 10:09 PM
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65 Email Received: I am a graduate of GDHS in Alexandria. Much of my family has been or is employeed with the
UCDSB. You might say that education is the family business. I have multiple University degrees. My education at
GDHS gave me a very good base for later studies. I was thinking this morning as I drove to work, that one of my best
memories of this time of year is walking home at 5:30 p.m. from sports practice, feeling tired, with aching calves (some
off-season conditioning may have been in order), looking forward to supper at home and doing homework. Yes, I
actually looked forward to doing homework. If GDHS were closed, I would not have had the opportunity to play sports
and would not have the great memories I now have. In a rural community, the school is in many ways the centre of
that community. Just spend a few minutes for a few weeks in a row reading The Glengarry News, and you will see
what an important role sports and in particular high school sports plays in that paper. If high school sports were not of
interest to the readership, you can be sure that there would be very little mention of them. The youth of Maxville,
Alexandria and Williamstown are the future of those communities; their neighbours and friends are interested in them,
want to see them in the community and want to rub shoulders with them. This is done when the adults of the
community see the youngsters and teenagers walking to and from school, see them or their parents shopping at the
local stores, buying lunch in a restaurant or chip stand, canoeing on the lake, skating at the arena. Maxville,
Alexandria and Williamstown all have great recreational facilities, and the hope is that the youth of today will use them
and then continue to enjoy them as they get older. The goal is to have healthy children and young adults who feel part
of their school and community, and who receive a good education. This goal is achieved with the schools now open in
these three communities. I understand that tax dollars play a role in your decision making, and that you have tough
decisions to make. But I feel very strongly that closing these schools will have an effect on the tax base. People will
move from the communities if there are no schools, and the youth will not settle in those communities when their
schooling is done. The communities will suffer. More than that, if you bus these children and teenagers to Cornwall or
Vankleek Hill for school, this community interaction will be lost. Everyone will lose, as the youth will no longer feel ties
to the community, and the communities will lose sharing the wonderful years of childhood to young adulthood with
their youth. I strongly urge you to keep these rural schools open

12/17/2016 10:07 PM

66 I understand that enrollment has decreased and the school board may need to make some changes. That being said,
the board needs to understand these rural schools are very important to students, parents and the community. Put
students in a larger school, most will get "lost in the crowd" so to speak. My children attend a High School where all
the school staff know them by name. Our special needs students will get even more lost. I had seen this myself when I
worked within the U.C.D.S.B. The students thrived in a smaller rural school because they were more than just a
number. What can be done? Possibly removing one wing of the school to make it smaller to accomodate the
decreased numbers in the schools. Another possibility may be to get community groups to use wings/rooms in the
schools during the day to use up the extra space for a small fee.

12/17/2016 10:05 PM

67 Email Received: As a parent whose children graduated from Glengarry District High School (or GD, as it’s commonly
known in Glengarry) and now have children of their own who attend, or will attend GD, and as an employee of the
Board, I feel I have to write this letter to question the Board’s thinking on the matter of closing our high school as well
as sharing some comments on the matter. Glengarry is a community school. It is, and always has been, an integral
part of living in our area. My sibling attended the school and my grandchild is attending it for the first time. It has been
part of our family fabric for more than a half-century. Our family is not unique in this. Many, many families have the
same story. One of the benefits of the school’s location in Alexandria is that it can tap into the local facilities easily.
Students have access to and use the Curling Club ice sheets, the local Golf Club, the Dome, the town’s swimming
pool and trails as well as the other recreational facilities available. Co-op students can walk to their placements. There
are placements. Glengarry is a school with a symbiotic relationship to Alexandria. Moving students to a school in the
middle of nowhere with no nearby community, where they can’t walk to anything seems a rather short sighted move.
The Board’s own school profiles states that while the average number of hours booked for community use in the
board was 412.4 hours, Glengarry had 1251.25 hours of community use in 2014-15. This demonstrates clearly what
part Glengarry plays in community life in this are. By contrast, Tagwi Secondary School had 360 hours, well below the
Board average. I find that some of the report’s statistics are misleading, even deceptive. The School Capacity for
Glengarry fails to consider the fact that a part of the school is used for other purposes. T.R. Leger Alternative School
has facilities there as well as the Glengarry Archives. These use almost 20 percent of the classrooms in the school.
Rent is paid for the ones not board-related. This fact is not acknowledged anywhere in the report even though it does
affect the percentage of utilization of the building, the per pupil utilities cost, etc. The report quotes the Ministry as
determining that there are 925 pupil places in the school. I would defy the minister of Education to come and attempt
to cram 925 students into that building. At one time perhaps, but not today. I hope your board will ponder this closure
more fully. I think you will find that many tax payers in Glengarry have stronger ties to GDHS than they do to your
board. Thanks to the Ministry’s largesse, there are options for them. Close Glengarry and you may find your board will
lose many of it students and will definitely lose many of its tax paying supporters. I appreciate your attention to this
matter.

12/17/2016 10:04 PM

68 I think I covered this in 4. 12/17/2016 10:03 PM
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69 Email received: I would like to add my letter to the long list that I'm sure you have been receiving about the school
closures. I'm going to give my concerns as it relates specifically to my family. We live in Alexandria. From the photo of
the boundaries, it appears as though my children would be sent to VCI. Don't get me wrong, I have very strong ties to
Vankleek Hill. I grew up going to church there, my family lives there and I have friends and family in that community. It
is a charming town that I happen to love. If we lived in or near Vankleek Hill, my children would be attending VCI...but
we don't. We live more than 30 minutes away which means my children would probably be the first ones picked up on
a bus taking what I can only guess to be an hour bus ride each way. These are my specific problems with sending my
children out of our community: • that would mean approximately 2 hours of wasted time every day (10 hours/week,
approximately 450 hours during the school year); • my children are very involved in athletics and would not be able to
participate in extra curricular activities which require getting to school early or being picked up late because both my
husband and I have full time jobs; • my teenager, would have to give up weekday shifts working or possibly lose the
job completely to someone who could make it to work by 2:30 on a school night and would probably also have to give
up the job helping at our local dome in the fall/winter months because it starts at 5:30 some nights and may just be
getting off the bus and would still have to eat and do homework which are requirements before taking a part-time job; •
having a part-time job is teaching responsibility, giving spending money, and allowing to save for university. We are
doing everything that we can to make sure they don't come out of university in debt to their eyeballs and a part-time job
is necessary to help out with the $20,000+/year cost; • my kids could no longer walk to the arena with their friends
after school to go to public skating. Less social activity and less exercise are not positives in my books; • our family
time would be limited because of everything that would need to be fit in to the tight evening schedule; • we would not
have as close an eye on what's going on. We know all of their friends and their friends parents because we are such a
small community; • if something happens and we need to pick them up at school, one of us can be there in 3 minutes;
• the kids would lose "sleep time". They could be getting on the bus at 6:00 am for all I know (alternative is getting
home at 5:30). Teenagers need their sleep in order to function well and learn. • my child has found a passion in golfing
and it would be a shame to see kids have to sacrifice their passions to be spending time sitting on a bus. On the nights
not working at (and some nights when finished work), time is spent on sports. This may seem like a privilege that can
be sacrificed but LOVES that sport and I can't imagine how it would feel to stop putting so much talent into that
because of sitting on a bus instead. • my kids friends (most of which they've had since kindergarten) would be split.
Some are in the Tagwi boundary, some would switch to the french school in Alexandria and some would be
transferring to the Catholic board if GD is closed. I realize there is an opportunity to make new friends as well but
there's something to be said about having lifelong friends since you were 5 years old. I still have a few of those. I could
probably think of a dozen or more reasons why I don't want my kids to be travelling so far to attend school but I will
leave it there. Please consider other options for our children, not to mention our community. Explore options to build
on existing buildings in Alexandria before building on to VCI. There is a half empty french high school that could be
the solution with a little cooperation. If our school is "too big" maybe a consideration could be made to simply demolish
the older section and have a size more suitable to the current demographics. It could possibly be more economical to
build a brand new energy efficient high school when you factor in the cost to ship our kids off to other communities. I
recognize the need to do something but please consider a solution that doesn't involve our children making so many
sacrifices to their precious time which goes by so quickly. If we all work together, I'm sure we can come up with a
solution that satisfies the majority.

12/17/2016 10:01 PM
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70 Email Received: We are writing to you today in response to the Upper Canada District School Board’s suggestion in
the Building for the Future pupil accommodation report to close Glengarry District High School (GDHS) and to bus the
Glengarry students to Tagwi Secondary School or Vankleek Hill Collegiate. As professionals, we understand the need
to identify and implement financial efficiencies. We feel, however, that evaluating rural schools based solely on a
biased funding formula is an irresponsible approach, damaging to the rural communities involved and detrimental to
the rural students’ educational opportunities. As professionals, property owners, and community members from
Alexandria, we are directly impacted by the UCDSB proposal to close GDHS and we ask that you carefully consider
our feedback before making a potentially devastating decision. The sense of community and support for schools in
rural Ontario should be heralded as one of the strongest dynamics in Ontario. The reason we chose to establish our
business in this rural community was to contribute to and support that dynamic. Removing the students from this town
will gut the foundation on which our community and businesses are built. Without a public High School, families have
little incentive to move into or visit our community. We need these students here to continue the economic success of
our businesses both now and in the future. As property owners, we are concerned about the decrease in property
value (currently estimated to be an approximate 20% decrease) that our home will experience as a result of this
suggested closure. As members of this community, our confidence in a publicly funded education system and the
decision-making process of their ministry has decreased. GDHS is located in a town that is rich with amenities, co-op
placement opportunities, and is within minutes of a fire department, police station, and a hospital. It is NOT in the best
interest of the students to bus them instead for longer distances to schools that are unable to provide these services.
The UCDSB is also suggesting that we should transport GDHS students out of a fluently bilingual community, which
exposes students to both English and French language opportunities on a daily basis, and into unilingual communities
instead. Removing students from a bilingual community where they can practice speaking, writing, and hearing French
daily, will impede their ability to develop confidence and proficiency in our country’s second official language. Should
the board insist on amalgamating schools, consideration must be given to Glengarry District High as a host school for
consolidation, and not for closure. It is centrally located and can accommodate new students without having to build
additional space or to add portables. The value of GDHS’s bilingual location and its proximity to services and amenities
must be considered; it enhances the student experience and is vital to the economic well being of our small rural
community. Rural schools have value that goes beyond the ministry of education’s financial numbers! Thank you for
your time and consideration in this matter,

12/17/2016 9:55 PM

71 The report should be more transparent with its numbers. It is appreciated that updates have been released. But it is
difficult to engage in a process when the numbers are not reliable.

12/17/2016 9:53 PM

72 I strongly believe that Glengarry DHS needs to stay in Alexandria. Students should not be bused to Vankleekhill (
which is already full) nor should they be taken to Tagwi. Our town needs to have an English Public High School in the
midst. Glengarry DHS was a fine example of an English/French High until the powers that be decided that the French
needed their own High School so a brand new school was built which is not filled to capacity. We have too many
school boards---Why don't you address that issue? Amalgamation of school boards is the way to go so that there are
fewer people trying to validate their jobs at the high end while pupils and teachers are caught in the trenches. School
age children from Alexandria are being bused to high school in Cornwall-----Why is this allowed to happen? There is
too much freedom of choice---if parents live in our town, their children should go to the closest school. There are far
too many buses on the road. GDHS has many great things happening under it's roof ----TR Leger, the Archives and
Glengarry Encore Education. It shows a good use of the school as a community hub. This is very important in our rural
areas. Perhaps there could be more local events happening here with some creative thinking.

12/17/2016 9:49 PM
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73 Email received: I am a former student at Glengarry District High School. I am in university. A few weeks’ back I was
informed that Glengarry was potentially poised for closure. Not only was this news shocking to me because this was
the place I called home for four years, but saddened me beyond words because Glengarry goes beyond just a school.
Fifteen years ago, Glengarry lost a very special person. This person was a teacher, coach and leader at Glengarry. He
was not only an inspiration to so many students, but a community ambassador and leader in our little county of
Glengarry. We wear his initials on our sleeves every time we walk on the sports field to honor his memory and
remember what being a true Gael really means. Like him, Glengarry has many fabulous teachers, secretaries and
other staff members that bring out the best in each and every one of us. They truly represent and teach so many
wonderful students everyday to not only be successful in life, but also be even better people in society. Many times,
Glengarry is very well known for its sports teams and success on the soccer pitch. Glengarry has made it to countless
OFSAA’s, and has had the great honor of winning at the provincial level. The success Glengarry has had on the pitch
is due to the countless number of hours that Glengarry teachers volunteer, but also the amazing support of the
community. Alexandria, and the rest of Glengarry County have shown amazing support and have helped sponsor
many of our successful teams. It is very rare in this day an age that a community of this capacity takes such pride in
their high school. Sports are not the only thing however that has made Glengarry the most unique and special school
in the UCDSB. Each year Glengarry performs amazing plays that are like no other. Through these plays students are
able to do something that not many people are unable to do. Countless hours by students and staff enable Glengarry
to perform an amazing spectacle for our community. I believe that going to high school is a real stepping-stone into life.
Glengarry offers a diverse number of activities that represent everyone’s interest. At Glengarry students are given the
opportunity to be successful and to follow their passions and interest. Glengarry has a rich history that is like no other.
From our friends, to our parents and even our grandparents Glengarry has represented a home for so many of us. All
these individuals have become successful and have made Glengarry county and beyond a better place. Glengarry has
also contributed immensely to our local economy and many facets of our high school have lead to stronger community.
In conclusion, Glengarry District High School has shaped the person I am today, both through academics and
athletics. If it’s playing on the soccer pitch or the court, preforming in plays, or learning many valuable teachings, all of
us are Gaels and all of us represent one of the most special and unique places you will ever find. I ask the trustees to
please keep Glengarry open because this place provides students and will continue to provide students such a unique
opportunity. Glengarry is unequivocally the greatest little school you will ever find. I challenge all former graduates to
help me and so many others keep Glengarry open. We are all Gaels, and Glengarry is our home!

12/17/2016 9:46 PM
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74 Email Received: I am writing to express my grave concerns regarding the proposal to close many rural schools in
Eastern Ontario. As a resident of this area and a graduate of Glengarry District High School, the news that the Upper
Canada District School Board is considering this drastic step is extremely upsetting. Rural communities are an
important part of the fabric of Canada. Many small businesses flourish in rural areas and many of the natural
resources our economy depends on are produced in rural areas across the province. Education is an integral part of
the culture in rural Eastern Ontario. Schools provide a necessary location for groups and clubs to meet. In addition,
schools provide an important venue for community sporting events such as the community volleyball league and tennis
league to name a few. Without access to this valuable space, many of these activities that promote community
involvement and teach our young people the valuable skills of being an active member of the community. The current
school landscape allows students to live relatively close to their school building, giving them easy access to the
building and all the extra-curricular activities that goes along with this. Under the proposed changes, students across
the UCDSB would have much longer bus rides. In addition, parents would be forced to drive longer distances to pick
up their children if they wished them to continue participating in extra-curricular activities. Amid grave concerns about
climate change, it seems counterintuitive that a province and school board that purports to be fighting climate change,
should turn around and suggest that bus companies and parents should burn more fossil fuels to get students to and
from educational institutions that are supposed to not only teach the benefits of reducing, recycling, and reusing, but to
also model this for our young people. Further, I am extremely troubled by the failure to consider data other than the
rate of occupancy that was interpreted by a consulting firm in Toronto. Firstly, the provision of educational institutions
in a city such as Toronto is very different than that in a rural area and I am hesitant to take recommendations from
employees who have no understanding of the unique challenges and benefits of rural education. Secondly, the
calculations included in the report do no take into consideration the community usage of many of the schools that are
slated to close. For example, the Glengarry County Archives, and T.R. Leger School use part of Glengarry District
High School. This was not taken into consideration when the occupancy rate was calculated. Clearly, the Pupil
Accommodation Review has been conducted with one outcome in mind, the closure of rural schools in order to build
larger schools in urban areas. I would like to close my letter with a discussion of the benefits of smaller schools. In a
smaller school, students are able to forge stronger bonds with each other to provide support during difficult times.
Further, staff members in the building can develop much better relationships with students which enable the staff
members to provide truly individualized programming and support for all students. Finally, within a smaller school,
students have the chance to learn the benefits of engaging in activities to strengthen their roles as compassionate,
empathetic leaders. In larger schools, where students are travelling longer distances to reach the school, they have
fewer opportunities to make connections with other students and staff members. Certainly, this would negatively
impact the health of our students if they are expected to spend hours on a bus, disengage from school and community
activities, and make less profound connections with the adults in their school. Without a doubt, the school board’s
excessive expenses need to be addressed; however, the current proposal is not the most practical solution to the
school board’s mismanaged spending. Are you willing to put the development of leadership skills, compassionate and
engaged students, and well-balanced, healthy young people at risk to save the bottom line and protect the ridiculous
spending that occurs at the school board level? I sincerely hope that the reasonable solutions that are being proposed
by the many groups working to protect rural education will not fall on deaf ears.

12/17/2016 9:44 PM

75 GDHS is a vital part of this community, like a voice to a choir. The building is also housing TR Leger and Encore.
Surely more educational programs, the trades as one example could be added to this group. This school was
established in 1865, it's been here since the beginning. Closing this school would be very destructive to the town and
more importantly to the children of our community.

12/15/2016 9:56 AM
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76 Email Received: I spoke to you last year regarding the size of Laggan's classes. I was impressed then with your clear
concern for the students and your successful efforts to add a second ECE to the teaching team. I am writing you now
regarding the Board's proposal to close GDHS. I am confident that you are both equally concerned about our
secondary students and I also recognize you are in a difficult position. I understand the need to address under-utilized
space. But, with all due respect, I do think the Board's proposal, at its core, is about justifying the building of 3 big
(maybe mega) schools - one in Cornwall, one at Tagwi, one at VCI. I have to say, I think this is a great disservice to
our kids and to our community. I am not going to tell you about my love of my community because I recognize that is a
sentiment that is common across the Board. And decisions cannot be made on the allegiances one feels for one's
community. However, I think there are very real and practical reasons why GDHS should not be considered for
closure, but should welcome more students. They are: - unparalleled French programming because the strong
courses offered inside the classrooms are supported and complemented by a strong bilingual presence in the
community. Our kids can learn French in the class one period and apply it to real world scenarios in the next period. -
the amenities. Alexandria has a hockey arena and baseball diamonds five minutes walk away from the school. It has
an inside track and field less than 10 minutes walk away. It has a golf course 15 minutes walk away. It has a lake less
than 15 minutes away. It is surrounded by trails for running, walking, skiing, snowshoeing and biking. It has a pool 15
minutes walk away. It has a curling rink 5 minutes walk away. It has a skateboard park. - very significantly, it has a
hospital less than 5 minutes away and the standard response time is 2 minutes for all emergency services. This has to
be of vital consideration. - many students walk to after school jobs - and the school has room for students to come to
GDHS. Instead the proposal is to send students to Tagwi, that has: - no significant French community surrounding it. -
no opportunities for co-op placements. My understanding is that Tagwi students take their co-ops within the school.
This is not a real world experience. - no amenities nearby, quite seriously I mean none. - no opportunities for students
to have after work jobs, not only because some students would have to leave school immediately to catch their 1.5
hour bus ride home. But also because there are no businesses surrounding the school. - this bus ride and distance
would also prevent kids from taking part in extra-curricular activities. - and perhaps most significantly the nearest
hospital to Tagwi is Alexandria. And I do believe that if GDHS goes, it won't be long before the hospital feels the
effects and is at risk of closure. Then the nearest hospital is Winchester, 30 minutes down the road. This timeframe
could have serious ramifications in a serious scenario. It seems to me that the answer is not to close GDHS, but to
expand its borders to its previous limits (kids from Maxville, Lancaster, possibly Williamstown, Green Valley, Apple
Hill all went to GDHS. If Roxmore were to move into Tagwi, their community would continue to have a school without
long bussing or many changes to their daily routines. I suspect that the number of students this would pull, as well as
GDHS's community partnerships would go a long way to filling the school. This would also likely mean that Longue
Sault could stay open - a high performing and growing school that there is no really good reason to close. In essence,
Tagwi is a funnel right now, drawing in too many kids from too large a swath of the counties; there is 60km from the
eastern to western ends of the proposed boundaries. With all due respect, that is crazy! In my mind, therefore, the
answer is not to close the schools on the peripheries to satisfy Tagwi's need for numbers. But to cut Tagwi's
boundaries down preferably by bringing Roxmore into the school (because then their kids would not have a long bus
ride). If this is not possible, I would suggest the Board closes Tagwi and then GDHS, R-O, North Grenville, and
Cornwall schools would likely have a boost in numbers. This seems the more utilitarian, reasonable approach. To
move ahead with the Board's current proposal to bus kids long distances to a large school that, in the case of Tagwi,
has no where near the amenities and bilingual opportunities is not a sustainable or equitable model. It would be a true
disservice to our kids. Thank you for your time and your efforts. I do hope you consider my proposal. I will be sending
a version of this letter to the Trustees

12/15/2016 9:53 AM

77 Leave things as they are at present. 12/15/2016 9:51 AM

78 You need to come out and visit these schools and understand their locations, not just look at them on a map. You
cannot remove 2 high schools in the Glengarry area. It is unfair and unrealistic. You need to look at the community as
a whole and figure out what is best for everyone involved, students, families and community.

12/14/2016 9:31 PM

79 We as parents will pull our children out of the UCDSB and go to the Catholic board! Our children are getting a
tremendous education where they are now and we feel that closing the rural schools is a huge loss to our children and
all students present and future. Every time we walk into the school our children attend it is like we know everyone. It
truly is like a small community. the Principal and teachers know all the children's names and know the parents as well.
That will be lost in a bigger school for sure. Our children benefit from the large green space they have to play and
participate in Physical Education outdoors for many different sports due to this accessibility. If there's one thing that's
not being made anymore it's land! You can't replace or make the land our school is on. And you certainly can't
replace the caliber of education our children are receiving currently. We chose our children's school based on their
overall ratings. This whole process and review is thoroughly annoying and I can't believe a committee is going to
decide the fate of our children's education. We will NO longer be parents that support the UCDSB if GDHS is closed
or Laggan is merged.

12/14/2016 8:18 PM

80 I feel that the best solution is to keep GDHS open and if necessary have students from smaller communities
consolidated into GDHS. GDHS is the most central of all locations and therefore would likely require students to spend
less time on the bus. Alexandria is the largest town in South and North Glengarry and would provide more
opportunities for co op students

12/12/2016 8:17 PM

81 The Glengarry Solution 12/11/2016 4:25 PM
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82 Glengarry District High School must remain open for the county of Glengarry and all of the residents in Alexandria! 12/10/2016 2:02 PM

83 The small/feeder schools of Maxville and Laggan should remain open. 12/10/2016 12:24 PM

84 The report started on the wrong foot; it is extremely hard to swallow that the Board was willing to put parents and
communities though so much stress and hard work but did not verify all numbers and make sure the report was 100%
accurate before releasing it. The addendums are hard to follow and also demand a fair bit of diligence in applying them
to the draft report. There really should be some consequence for this by those responsible. I do not say this to be
negative, but to point out that it was irresponsible to start this gut-wrenching process off with an inaccurate report. The
report also has to factor in the wellness and quality of education offered to our students. As it stands, it is a pure
numbers game. The Board can't in good faith say it's number one priority for students are their wellness and quality of
education and then not really factor these things into the proposal.

12/10/2016 5:59 AM

85 Email Received: Glengarry students should stay in Glengarry. Also, the Board should keep a footprint in the county
because the area will likely grow significantly in the near future. There has been a 20 year building ban in the area that
is about to be lifted after work is done to the sewage lagoons. VIA will be running more commuting trains into Ottawa
and Montreal. This area will likely become a commuter hub. In the Board, Laggan is the highest performing school in
the area by far. It is ranked 1st on the Fraser Institute's list of highest performing schools in Ontario. It has a history of
drawing people to the area for its quality education and for its support of special needs students. It has consistently
outperformed every other elementary school in the county. It does this not only because of the fantastic teaching staff,
but because of the community support that is unparalleled. The school has a volunteer team of 35 parents who
regularly go into the school and help students to learn to read, advance their math skills and support extra-curricular
activities. It has a well-established immersion program that is also successful. It is successful in large part because of
its community and its role as the heart of this community. But Laggan should also stay open for the benefit of
Glengarry as a county. Laggan is equidistant from the eastern and western boundaries of the county. So it would
make sense that if an elementary school in the northern part of the county has to close, it should not be Laggan - a
high performing school with an established French program that would not be a long bus ride from Dalkeith or
Maxville. It offers both the best education and the fairest bus rides. Also, it cannot be ignored that unlike many other
elementary schools in the area, Laggan has the numbers to offer immersion and core French and has been doing so
for many years. The proposal to give Williamstown elementary school a new build should go ahead. It is also a solid
school and elementary school students in the south of the county would not have a long bus ride to it. Then it makes
Glengarry District High School the secondary school in the middle of the county. Again, this would not be a long bus
ride from any part of the county. Alexandria has an incredible amount of resources, as outlined by the Glengarry
Solution. By sending Glengarry's secondary aged kids to one school in the centre of the county, the school would be
able to offer fantastic programming, be at or near capacity, and do so without bussing kids 3-4 hours a day. Moreover,
by having one elementary school in the north and the south, there would also be the ability to offer quality education
(such as already exists at Laggan) to all of the county's youngest children, again without long bus rides and in schools
that are at or near capacity. In short, Laggan in the north. Williamstown in the south. GDHS in the middle. It's the best
solution for all Glengarry students.

12/9/2016 8:27 AM

86 Move smaller schools to a more Central gdhs where there is so many ammenities around it that could be a major
asset to students thruout their school years. There is nothing available near tagwa or vci highschools

12/8/2016 5:01 PM

87 Closing down our high school will not only impact the education of the area, bu the local economy, real estate and
community. People will not want to come here anymore to live because their children will not have an English
speaking high school to attend, instead they will have to travel, (Some a great distance) just to receive an education.
To improve this situation, you should either considering not closing the school or compromise with the local population
about a more appropriate solution. An example could be to merge Charlan and G.D.

12/8/2016 9:50 AM

88 The report needs to take into account more than numbers. It doesn't seem to factor in wellbeing and future possibilities
for the students at all.

12/7/2016 8:48 PM

89 The importance of Public education is the community is of paramount importance. Communities that lose their schools
wither and atrophy. It is also inhumane to expect small children to spend more that one hour a day on a bus, let alone
up to three hours.

12/7/2016 12:09 PM
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90 Email Received: I’m writing to highlight our community’s concern regarding the idea of closing Glengarry District High
School. I realize that school closures happen with the decline of enrollment and aging infrastructure, but this is
certainly not the case in Alexandria, and our school should be utilized as part of the solution. With recent renovations
made to GDHS, and the successful efforts put into finding external income (archives, TR Leger, Board storage), our
school should be included as part of the planned solution rather than considered to be one of the closures. GDHS
provides so many local opportunities, and is in walking distance of the indoor soccer dome, running track and tennis
court; a hockey and skating arena; a baseball diamond; a curling rink; the hospital; an indoor swimming pool; a lake for
canoeing and kayaking; hiking/nature trails (for walking and biking); a golf course which is also used for wintertime
cross-country skiing and snowshoeing; a public park with a playground, soccer fields and a skateboard park. As well
as many co-op program options or employment opportunities right in our own community. I am a Tagwi Secondary
School graduate and know it is also a great school, but I still feel strongly that we should not be amalgamating these
schools. I was given the opportunity to attend school close to home, and this right to choose should not be taken away
from Glengarry. I now live in Alexandria and have always known our kids would attend GDHS like my husband did,
and his family before him. You cannot deny the countless opportunities currently given to kids in Alexandria; Tagwi
does not offer a faction of these things. I lived 11 minutes from my high school, yet I was on the bus for almost an
hour. You can’t tell me that kids at least twice as far will be bused to school in an acceptable amount of time. Kids
already have long enough days without adding over an hour drive morning and night. Not to mention adding driving
time for parents that need to pick up their kids after school for sports. This cuts into homework time after school,
organized sports and activities. It makes no sense to be bussing kids so far when we have such amazing resources
right here. The idea of a super school in the city is also definitely not the way to foster teenage learning. These are
the years when teenagers are most impressionable. Shipping them off to the city is certainly not what most parents
want for their kids at this age. There is something to be said for knowing your peers, knowing your teachers and the
faculty, because they are also part your community. There’s accountability, community pride and the sense of
belonging that comes from attending school in your home town, not to mention peace of mind for parents. These
things would be robbed from Glengarry if our school closed. Where there are no schools, there are no new families
coming to the area; and no incentive for current families to stay. The impact this would have on our community is
serious, it would affect our businesses and seriously harm our town. Please take this into consideration when
reviewing options for our schools; this decision goes far beyond closing a building.

12/7/2016 11:18 AM

91 It is vital that you keep a public high school in Glengarry County. If you don't it will decimate our small towns, our ural
economy, our growth potential, and a chosen way of living. Instead of sending students to Cornwall where you want to
build a super school, you must consider making that super school a rural one giving all secondary students from the
County the opportunity to attend a "rural super school". The logical choice for this would be to make that school in
Alexandria where GDHS already exists. Because it is in a town of over 3000 people it can service students in tons of
ways, namely co-op opportunities in abundance, the use of close by recreational facilities (arena, curling club, dome,
trails, lake in town, ski trails,) two large industries (Alexandria Moulding, Betty Bread), hospital facilities, to name only a
few. In the early 70's, students on the east side of Hwy 34, were all bused to GDHS, yes even from Bainsville. No
reason why that can't be done now. It will cost much less than busing these students to either Cornwall or Vankleek
Hill. Doing so will continue to maintain the nature of our rural character and allow our rural communities the chance to
continue to thrive. People choose to live in the country and should have the choice to educate their students there as
well.

12/7/2016 10:33 AM

92 Email Received: DON’T LET THEM DO IT........................................ There is no question that something has to be
done and we have all jumped on the NIMBY (not in my backyard) scenario, but there will be consequences in the
future if this were allowed to happen. I have read many articles in the local news, and no-one has not or will not be
affected by the final situation, whether it be economic, social or whatever. I agree with 2 former teachers, _______
and__________ that Alexandria is the heart and hub of Glengarry and sending students from Lancaster Heights to
Tawgi will most assuredly mean that they will be on a school bus for much longer than the recommended 1 hour ride.
The impact to businesses in town is immeasurable! Closing some schools and changing the boundaries must be done,
and we must all live with the decisions made. Char Lan may have more students but they are also 12 minutes to high
schools in Cornwall and the rest east and north could attend Glengarry if they so desired too! The threat of them all
changing to the Catholic school board is just that... a threat!

12/7/2016 10:31 AM
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93 Email Received: I am writing today as an employee, parent and community member of South Glengarry. I am urging
you to rescind the Building for the Future proposal that has already shaken and infuriated the people within this
community. We completely understand the need to close and amalgamate schools that are not near capacity, but
closing ALL rural schools is not an option that we will ever agree to. We've come to realize that our children are being
valued by the board as mere numbers who will be used to increased the number of students in Cornwall high schools
as a way to ensure the province will fund a future "super school." I can assure you, if you pass this motion, your future
plans will not be met without resistance and abandonment from South Glengarry and other communities in SD&G.
The families in our communities already feel they have been betrayed by the board, if you take away our schools we
will be forced to seek out other boards to meet our educational needs. We will also make sure our tax dollars follow
our children to these alternative schools boards. The social, economic, and educational impact this decision will have
on our children and communities must be taken into account along side the financial implications closing schools has
within the board. Let me remind you, you are in the business of education, and not just in business. That being said,
every business owner knows they can only become and remain successful if their clientele is satisfied with their
services. If this is the only financially viable solution, you need someone else doing your numbers. How much will it
cost to accommodate hundreds of new students at new schools? How much will it cost to build a super school? To bus
students from all over SD&G? How much will it cost the board to lose students to competing boards? And what will be
the overall cost to the students, families, teachers, and communities involved? The path of least resistance is surely
the most cost efficient one; close the schools with the least amount of students and have them join the school closest
to them. Redraw boundary lines to disperse these smaller schools fairly. Allow rural schools to proudly continue with
their identity, history, and heritage. Find a solution that works for both you and your clientele. And don’t pass the buck-
every single one of you has a responsibility to weigh the cost of how the decisions they make will impact their
communities. A balance can be found. Thank you for your time, your consideration, and your efforts to serve the
people within the Upper Canada District School Board,

12/7/2016 10:24 AM

94 I live in __________, not too far from the shopping centre's and not to of far from the school either. I've been walking
to school without any problems. When I heard that the school is closing, I noticed that there is no other school in
alexandria for some students. Some students could fo to french catholic schools but not all students are bilingual. If
the school closes, I would have to sit on a bus for a long period of time, picking up students in/out of alexandria.. we
would loose the hospital and more stores and parks without the school. Our parents graduated here, they probably
want their children to too. In other words, you shut down this school, we might loose half of this town... I grew up
here... I don't want anything to change...

12/7/2016 10:18 AM

95 have no idea at this time 12/7/2016 10:09 AM

96 The school should remain open. The extra space already holds an adult schoolas well as our towns Archives . The
Gym could be rented out for events like our Air Cadets , community functions etc. Our kids need school in town. Many
of my student coworkers fear for their after school jobs . The long commute will effect their after school work

12/7/2016 10:08 AM

97 larger population and surrounding area is north glengarry therefor our Glengarry district high school should remain
open, also we have the larger co-op program, the most non profit organization club available for communicate hours
for student more and more students will travel by Bus ????

12/5/2016 4:17 PM

98 Have Glengarry be the school other students are sent to. We are in the middle of a town. Coop placements can be
done in both official languages without the need for a car. We have had students come from Montreal to go to GDHS
because they have access to VIA rail (consider the opportunity or future students), our school houses TR Leger and
the Archives (your numbers are wrong for funding). Why not change the boundaries to accomodate students coming
to Alexandria? I am an employee with the Catholic School Board and chose to send my kids to GDHS. If you close this
school, I will send them to Holy Trinity. Reconsider how your funding is flawed and how you should be sending kids
into a town with services rather than to a school with limited services.

12/5/2016 3:46 PM
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99 Email Received: I am writing this email as a past graduate of Glengarry District High School (Alexandria, ON) and
proud Glengarry Gael. I do not have my own children but I am blessed to say that I have many friends and relatives
who do, and closing this school will be a detriment to them. I grew up loving all things healthcare. All of my school
projects were in some way related to nursing - diabetes in science class, caring in peer helping class and on and on it
went. My parents both told me that if healthcare is what I wanted, I'd better get out there and find out if I liked it before
good money was invested into my post secondary education. My coop teacher (among other hats), was able to
secure a coop placement for me at a local healthcare agency, which I was able to walk to and from. It opened my eyes
and confirmed in my heart that this career was indeed what I was meant to do in life. Had I been a pupil at Char-Lan
or Tagwi, I would not have been afforded this opportunity because I would have needed a car to drive to and from the
placement. Bilingualism in this country is an asset that cannot be taken for granted. During the time I was a student at
GDHS - there was an English side (GDHS) and a French side (ESRG). We shared everything - sports teams, bands,
drama, friends, even teachers and classrooms! Although we do not have the luxury of being under one roof anymore,
the town remains approximately 50% English/50% French. Having both French opportunities to learn and work for
English speaking students and vice versa is such a bonus in my experience. I work at a local hospital and I am
expected to serve my patients in both official languages - something that is not easy for those that did not have the
aforementioned experiences. Closing they only two high schools in the county simply does not make sense.
Alexandria is the Hub of Glengarry County. Why would we close a school with so many easily accessible surrounding
amenities to ship students to a town of a lesser population (VCI) or to a school literally in the middle of a cornfield
(Tagwi)? GDHS has already compensated for the empty spaces in the physical building. TR Leger Alternative School
is located there as an option for students. Having the County Archives in the same building is an advantage to
students interested in history and a great resource for the staff. In my opinion, we could accommodate Vankleek Hill
Collegiate Institute (VCI) students that are currently housed in their recently re-built school's portables due to overflow
as well as those that would come from Char-Lan who do not want to go to school in Cornwall. And let's not forget the
bussing times and cost. Who wants their child to be on the bus for several hours per day? I would suspect not your
child! I am no mathematician but I think that what money we would be saving in closing schools would not be
anymore fiscally responsible than driving buses hither and yon compensating for those closed schools. I challenge
each of you to get in your cars and drive out to these rural schools and then see how long it takes to get to the one
students will need to go to when their rural school is closed. You may want to take a few days to do this - it'll take a
while but it will put it into perspective for you. If I could go back in time and relive my life over, I honestly can say I
would go back to my years at GDHS. I had such a good time! I learned so many things that have guided my life thus
far and have wonderful memories of teachers, staff, friends, championships, etc. Please reconsider putting GDHS on
the chopping block. It is what shapes the students into mature, independent young adults who almost always come
back to live here. We need this school to stay open. Thank you for the opportunity to voice my concerns. Please feel
free to peruse our website: http://glengarrysos.ca

12/5/2016 3:43 PM

100 Email received: I, like many other teenagers, attend glengarry district high school. I presently attend GDHS. Before
switching over to GDHS I attended Holy Trinity catholic secondary school. At holy trinity I felt like a number, like I was
just one of the many student of Holy trinity. I also felt that I would not accomplish anything. Not only that but every
single day I would take a 50 minute van ride in silence to go to school. I fell into a sort of depression, where I didn't
want to go to school, where in other years I loved going and learning. Not only that but I started to struggle which was
not normal for me since I have always had high grades, Then in the middle of my second semester at Holy trinity I
decided to make the switch to glengarry district high school, My first day at GDHS, I walked in and looked around at
the paintings on the wall and took everything in and it was such a approachable space that I didn't have a hard time
finding my old friends. It was such a change from the Cornwall school to my hometown school, it was definitely a
change for the better. I know that I must sound pretty petty. You can easily argue that at some point in my life I will
have to drive to places and I will have to learn how to deal with it. You can also argue that VCI or any other school is
extremely different then what I experienced at HT. However when it comes down to it, no other school will be the
same as glengarry. Yes, it is not running at full capacity or even half capacity, but you have to remember that GDHS
has realized that and has rented the building out to company's. Now that I have talked about my personal experience
let me explain to you, what it will do to glengarry its self. If there is no high school no family or anyone expecting to
have kids in the future would want to move there. Now why should you care? Because you have a school in laggan
which is located not even 15 minutes away from Alexandria (GDHS's location). Therefor if you close down GDHS not
only are you going to put a nail in Glengarry's coffin but you will also put a nail in laggans coffin too. I understand that
you are in a tricky situation and that you are trying to do that best thing for the students of Ontario, but I am telling you
that closing the glengarry district high school is not going to solve any problems. I will write another email on a later
date giving you ways to help you with you budget problem. Ways that will keep GDHS running strong.

12/5/2016 3:36 PM

101 Email received: I can imagine you are being swamped with messages with regards to the recent report that proposes
the closure of several rural high schools in Glengarry County. I am writing to ask that you all give serious
consideration to the negative impact such closures would have on the current and future students of the impacted
schools, the parents, the communities impacted and the many community partners who often work closely with school
staff. I would like to begin by telling you a bit about who I am and where some of my experience and knowledge comes
from. I am a former Gael, a graduate of Glengarry District High School. I later went on to post-secondary studies in
education programs. I completed the first of the two year program and while doing so worked in both the UCDSB as
well as the CDSBEO both doing supply work. After my first year, I had a change of heart and decided to shift gears in
my career and chose to no longer pursue a career in education. I have worked with children and families from the day

12/5/2016 3:34 PM
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I was old enough to start babysitting. Although all are very different, the one thing each of these has in common is that
everyone of these roles is to help children and make positive difference for them to help them have a positive future
and be given every opportunity to succeed. My passion has always been children, education and opportunities. I am a
true believer that each and every positive experience a child has can have a part of making them who they are as
adults and the more positive they can have as children and youth the better chances they have to be successful as
adults just as every negative experiences makes it more challenging for children and youth to reach their goals and
have great success as adults. As a former student of GDHS, I can honestly say the primary reason I was able to
obtain the grades to then be able to attend college and university was due the the smaller populations and smaller
class sizes. The teachers were truly able to get to know students and meet the students needs accordingly. In a large
environment any struggles would have gone unnoticed or sadly, the teachers would not have had the time to give to
help out through any of those struggles. As a person who was shy as a student, I would have never been able to
complete class presentations needed for grades in a large environment as even in a smaller class size it was terrifying
task for someone who is not comfortable with group presentations. I am also proud to say while a student at GDHS I
was able to be active is several extra curricular activities and committees. I can also proudly say I had the opportunity
to take part in the school band which was very successful and frequently won many awards. Some of these
experiences are the best memories from high school. The friendships built, the skills developed, the experiences that I
was able to use to help build my resume in the early job searching days. If I had to be in a school in Cornwall none of
these would have been possible as my parents would not have been in a position to travel to Cornwall to come pick
me up for afterschool activities. I truly believe that looking at today, this will limit so many students from being able to
partake in the activities that may mean dropping out or staying in school. What about the children/youth from low-
income families who cannot play sports or take music lessons in the community as their families cannot afford it, but
could take part at school but won't be able to as the school is too far away and they would have no way of getting to
and from these activities. I believe these decisions in the proposal for such school closure are truly going to limit the
positive opportunities students will have that are equally important as the classroom learning. The small schools allow
more children to take part in these activities and I can't help but to wonder in one big school there is more competition
for the limited number of spaces on a team or in a band and unless you are the best of the best you won't be able to
take part...chances are the children and youth who come from families who can afford such activities will get the spots.
On the UCDSB website the Mission, Vision and Values is notes to be the following (in addition to a larger document):
"The Upper Canada District School Board is a diverse, public educational organization in Eastern Ontario. It consists
of dedicated individuals committed to quality education that fosters life-long learning for all, through creative and
challenging learning experiences." I struggle to see how making the travel time to school for some students over an
hour long each way,plus a day at school meets the mission, vision and values of the UCDSB. These proposed
changes DO NOT provide life-long learning for ALL, through creative and challenging learning experiences. The
porposal in fact limits almost every student from outside of Cornwall to be able to participate equally. I understand that
it is a time where the ministry of Education, along with many other ministries are cutting funding but expecting the
quality to be equal and if not, even better on less funds The UCDSB is not alone in that respect. I am saddened to see
that all decisions are on financial impact and not in the impact to the students and their families, the community and
the community partners. It is disappointing that what is best for the children is not what is at the heart of the proposals
made in this review and it is sad that has been forgotten. I am concerned that the proposals in this review has not
given sufficient consideration of the principle of the best interest of the child and the negative impact on the students. If
you take into consideration the convention on the rights of the child, which applies here in Canada, part of article 3
talks about the best interest of the children where the focus is on deciding appropriate action for individual children in
particular circumstances and requires determination of the best interests of individual children. In such situations, the
child's interest for the Paramount consideration which is clearly lacking in this proposal. Article 3 further goes on to
look at the child impact in government decisions. If you move on to article 4 they further discuss child impact analysis.
Article 3 requires that the ensure that the best interest of the child are primary consideration in all actions concerning
children. This requires consistent and Alice's of the potential and actual impact on children of government actions.
Article 8 refers to the preservation of identity and speaks about the child's right to preserve their identity. By removing
all of the Glengary children out of Glengary schools you are removing their right to learn about and celebrate their
Scottish culture. And of course article 28 speaks to children's right to education. Although the proposals do not deny
children of receiving an education they certainly limit children's opportunities to fully participate in everything and
educational institution can and should provide to the children who attend. By pulling all of these children out of their
community schools it is limiting their ability to fully participate in educational programs available to them. For example
in the proposal you speak about sending children from Glengary district high school to Tagwi. I am not sure if you
have ever been to this school but it is surrounded by fields. Where would students who want to complete a co-op go to
do their co-op placement there is nothing within walking distance and I'm not certain that every student wants to take
co-op could be a co-op placement at the nearby farmers nor are such limitations in the children's best interest as not
every child/use me necessarily want to be a farmer. Glengarry district high school is surrounded by everything a
student needs to have every opportunity to have quality education. There are ample businesses that are within walking
distance for students who may not have transportation during the day to get to co-op placements all of which would be
within walking distance. The school is also surrounded by areas to introduce students to a wide variety of sports such
as curling, tennis, skating, indoor soccer, snowshoeing, cross-country skiing, canoeing, kayaking and the list could go
on. If a student is being bullied and needs to change schools for their safety, where would they need to go, Ottawa,
Brockville or do we risk losing that student to suicide because they have no options but to be bullied day in and day
out? Has that even been considered? In addition to being a Glengarry resident, a former Gael, someone passionate
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about education and children's best interests, employed locally, I am also a parent of a child who will begin school, and
in the future will have other children who will attend school. I can assure that if the proposal is accepted and these
closures happen, my decision on where to register my child and future children will become very easy as it will not
include a plan to register in any school within the UCDSB and I can assure that the board my taxes go to will equally
reflect this as well. I could go on about the impact this has on the communities, the families and the community
partners as I have not even touched on those areas, but I trust there are many others who will advocate for those
reasons, but my focus has been on the children/youth of today and tomorrow as these decisions are going to impact
them first and far most and sadly they are most forgotten in such decisions. The number of businesses who won't be
able to have co-op students, the number of students who will have a fuly day of school 2 + hours in travel time and
then be expected to complete hours of homework...when do they get to be kids/youth? When do they get to work at a
part-time job because without it they cannot pay for post secondary education in the future? I trust that each and every
one of you will truly think this through and have this proposal removed as an option as it truly the worst thing that can
happen to the children and youth of Glengarry.

102 Change the boundaries for GDHS to include more students. They offer so much as well as the town would suffer
without an English Public high school. The convenience of businesses for coop and after school jobs are right at these
teens finger tips. Moving them to schools in middle of nowhere would create issues for these things. Students would
be riding a bus for an hour + which is unfair!

12/3/2016 9:02 AM

103 Have Gd and Charlan one school tpgether 12/2/2016 7:37 PM

104 Review impact of changes on communities Open schools to businesses/ rent space Be more creative to keep schools
on their communities

12/2/2016 7:05 AM

105 Glengarry DHS sits at the dead centre of Glengarry County, serviced by two major arteries (hwys 34 and 43) that get
plowing priority in winter and that branch out to all corners of the county. The loss of an English high school will
adversely affect the community and it's ability to attract new residents or hold onto current residents. This will also
affect businesses ability to attract customers AND employees (student part-time OR adult full-time). The only available
option would be for students to attend Le Relais, or to force Le Relais to house an English entity; given how hard they
fought to get their own building, that is highly unlikely. The current building is too large for the current and future
placement needs. My understanding is that credit is not being given for space that is being rented out to tenants (not
shared, as these areas have been blocked off to student access). Build a new, smaller school. A big issue is obviously
property taxes and utilities; a smaller footprint would solve both. Either find a new location in town or do what
Vankleek Hill CI did years ago and build on-site, then demolish the old building. If building on a new location, the
current location can be sold for residential, business or commercial development.

12/1/2016 6:34 PM

106 The school is an integral part of the local community. It supports the very foundations of the community. Schools are
not simply brick and mortar but contributors to the local economy, infrastructure, social cohesion, and the future
sustainability of the community. A community without critical infrastructure such as schools is doomed to fail, dwindle,
and die.

12/1/2016 3:23 PM

107 I do not have a solution at this time. But can only imagine the impact the students and community will feel if GDHS
was to close. I was an exception and transferred from maxville ps to GDHS instead of attending tagwi. I truly value the
unique experience that GDHS had at the time. Closing the school would mean longer travel times for a rural
community where farming and family are extremely important. I feel farming would suffer is students were traveling
longer back and forth to school.

12/1/2016 2:51 PM

108 Closing GDHS is definitely not a good idea. There are many students in the district that require a local high school to
go to. There is no other high school in Alexandria that the students could go to. Students from many districts attend
GDHS.

12/1/2016 11:23 AM

109 GDHS should be consider as a host school. 12/1/2016 11:13 AM

110 Keep things the way they are 12/1/2016 10:41 AM

111 in my opinion my recommendation would be to fire all of the ones at the UCSB that do not have the best interest of the
children. There is no way they would themselves accept to travel that much in one day and be expected from the
others to accomplish a good job also. You should never impose on others what you would not do yourself and to me
to have a child go through the long bus rides, attend a bigger school were they do not feel like at home were they will
have more chances of being bullied and less chances of participating in activities and less chance of success. If the
UCSB goes through with their changes I would consider that like child abuse on a high scale. To me none of the
schools should close, they are all paid by us the taxpayers, if the UCSB cannot keep it the way it is maybe we should
keep the school and run it ourselves. We would have to hire teachers ( there should be a lot without work if they go
ahead with their changes) and plan the programs. In the old days the teachers were running the schools and the head
teacher looking over it all (principal now) We do have a lot of qualified people in each region. When a parent wants to
do homeschooling there is guidelines to follow, we could consider it like we would be doing our own at the school
without the UCSB telling us to close it and send are kids to Timbucktwo.

12/1/2016 9:59 AM
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112 You could make only one school board, that would cut costs a great deal. Gdhs is used by a few other organizations,
they pay rent so the building is still paying for its self. All the stuff going on at the school is educational and it is
working well. So leave viable stuff alone.

12/1/2016 9:38 AM

113 Rework the boundaries. Rework the rural funding formula. 12/1/2016 9:26 AM

114 GDHS has a lot to offer students and the community. Students have access to a variety of benefits when attending this
school. The Dome, the Arena, the parc, the lake, the Glengarry trails, all the flourishing business for community hours
and first employment services. That is only the obvious! The community also benefits from this school and so many
ways. It is a perfect centralized Glengarry school for all surrounding towns and villages.

12/1/2016 9:25 AM

115 You have changed the boundaries to make the number of children who go to GDHS smaller and smaller and now
complain the school is half filled. Laggan PS is one of your best standing schools in your board and in Eastern Ontario,
this is a school you should be encouraging to grow and keep as it bring families into the area and registering with your
board because they want this school for their children.

11/29/2016 11:30 PM

116 Return border to pre-2008 levels so that all the South Glengarry residents who preferred GD to Charlan can go back
to the UCDSB instead of Holy Trinity or Le Relais. Or send Charlan and a portion of Tagwi kids to GD, which would fill
the school. Send the Tagwi kids from Finch Township to North Dundas, which would solve their underutilization
problem. Send the SouthStormont kids back to RO. Close Roxmore and divide their kids between North Stormont and
Maxville. Use Maxville completely as a feeder for Glengarry and North Stormont as a feeder for North Dundas.

11/29/2016 4:37 PM

117 Do Not Close Glengarry District High School! 11/25/2016 4:16 PM

118 Email Received: I am a resident of Maxville, Ontario, a small town in Eastern Ontario, where community pride and
values are entrenched in our hearts. I have been reading about plans to close some of our schools in Glengarry and
am very saddened by the lack of foresight on the part of the school board. The report seems very well thought out on
the surface. It seems to cover all the statiscal highlights. What it lacks is the effect these closures will have on our kids
and our communities. First, these schools are close to our homes, to the people we know. The kids know each other
and have known each other for some time. The parents know each other well and they know who to call if help is
required. Extra-curricular activities are convenient since picking up our children after school does not require an 1.5
hour drive to and fro. Second, the sheer size of these super city schools does not allow for extra time with any student.
It does not allow teachers to get to know their students and vice versa. They eventually become numbers is a large
machine, and become lost. Third, many people move to the country because of the schools and its advantages.
Closing these schools will prevent potential new residents from coming to our small communities because of the lack
of schools and the extra time on the buses. Fourth, as I just mentioned, time on the bus will be extraordinarily long.
Glengarry is a special area where Scotish traditions are welcomed and nurtured. There is also a strong adn healthy
sports team tradition and rivalry. Please reconsider this report and explore other options. I suggest reversing the flow
of kids from the country to the city. Let the city kids come to the country schools. Rent out some space to adult
education facilities.

11/25/2016 1:10 PM

119 The UCDSB needs to realize that parents will not automatically stay in the public board. If GDHS closes we would not
select Tagwi as our destination school but would choose Holy Trinity instead

11/25/2016 12:57 PM

120 Take the southern part of the Prescott border and move those students to GDHS as there is a capacity problem at
VCI. If Char Lan has to be closed (which I am also not in favour of) those students should come to GDHS since those
students live within the county of Glengarry. That would not overburden Cornwall schools and help with numbers for
GDHS.

11/25/2016 12:16 PM

121 Please get the information correct and as you are part of government, a holistic approach must be taken that further
involves community government. If Akexandria loses its HS, it will soon lose the hospital. While I know this is not the
boards concern, it is the Ontario government's. This can not be ignored

11/25/2016 12:08 PM

122 Closure of Rural school especially gdhs alexandria will be a disaster for local businesses. 11/25/2016 12:06 PM

123 One way , of course, is to find other revenue generating uses for the unused portion of the building. 11/25/2016 10:52 AM

124 Make GDHS a JK-12 and change the boundaries so that Maxville PS, SJ MacLeod, and Charlan as well as Laggan all
feed into GD. We have so much more to offer than any other school around. If it closes, I will have to quit my Part-
time job and will not be able to do a co-op.

11/25/2016 6:46 AM

125 Change the boundaries to make GDHS a host school, not a school for the chopping block. 11/24/2016 8:38 PM

126 Our communities will lose alot of funding for other businesses as well of our closeness of the students for community
support towards sports, student jobs, coops among many other things.

11/24/2016 7:44 PM
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127 Email Received: I am neither a parent, nor a business owner. What I am is a Glengarry Gael. I went to Glengarry
District High School and still consider myself a Gael, because that is how we are in Glengarry. > I've been following
along the past few weeks and more than a few things you've said and done don't make any sense. You consider G.D.
as having only one feeder school. But I went to the Alexander Separate School, and all but 2 of my grade 8
classmates went to G.D. When I walked into G.D. for my first day of grade 9, I met kids from Laggan Public School,
Iona Catholic School and S.J. MacLead Public School. Some of these people I still consider good friends. > Also,
some of my best memories are because G.D. is located in Alexandria. I got to participate in a co-op program based in
Alexandria in my last year of high school. I also got to stay after school to cheer on my school athletes. We also got to
go to the arena during carnival week to watch G.D. play Char Lan in hockey. > Instead of busing kids up to an hour
each way, Glengarry District High School should be considered as a high school for consolidation. There is access to
an arena, a curling club, a golf course, an indoor dome, a park with a lake for outdoor ed, extra soccer fields, a
baseball diamond as well as a hospital. I'm well aware that common sense is a lost art, but it is beyond comprehension
to me how you all think it's a good idea to put students in the middle of nowhere instead of making use of all of the
aforementioned amenities.

11/24/2016 2:05 PM

128 It is beyond comprehension that UCDSB is pulling high school public education out of the entire Glengarry County.
Alexandria hosts a number of sporting facilities, where none or fewer exist close to Tagwa or Vankleek Hill, there is a
hospital in Alexandria--necessary for the likelihood of survival for students with anaphylactic allergies. The
opportunities for bilingual Co-ops are numerous. My children walk to work from school. There is an after school youth
centre run by GIAG. TR Leger is right there in GDHS for students struggling in the mainstream system or who want to
encourage attendance by family and friends who require high school equivalency or additional skills. The success of
GDHS's sports teams come from the strength of the community built between students, staff, and Glengarry. Volunteer
coaches can easily access GDHS. Busing times are within a reasonable length, given the rural environment.
Businesses like Quirky Carrot have been built because of starting opportunities at GDHS. To begin with, UCDSB can
improve their recommendations by making GDHS a host school for consolidation.

11/24/2016 2:00 PM

129 Do not support. Improve the recommendations by not closing community schools that remain active in the community. 11/24/2016 1:59 PM

41 / 90

2016-17 UCDSB Building for the Future Pupil Accommodation Review Online Survey



130 Email Received: Greetings from a former Glengarry Gael. I've written the letter below for your consideration regarding
the Pupil Accommodation Review. I hope you enjoy my story and find the value in GDHS, as well as its neighbouring
schools that are under consideration for closure. I’m writing to tell you about the rich experience I carry from my time
at Glengarry DHS, and to my share my concern that others will miss that unique Gael experience if this historic school
closes. It’s been years since I graduated from GDHS and I’ve since excelled at university. Last spring I graduated with
a degree, making the Dean’s and President’s Lists. Through university, I won a prestigious internship at a radio
station. Now I work part-time for Ontario regional radio programming. I have no doubt that those successes came
thanks to my excellent education at Glengarry DHS. Now I will back up to tell you that Glengarry DHS is where I came
in to my own, where I started to become the person I am today. I chose to attend GDHS because I was excited by its
history, spirit and size (I was ready for something bigger!). And I was proud to be joining a family tradition. Those
hallways are made from more than bricks and lockers. They are filled with a unique spirit – all the wild joys and
sorrows of being a teenager play out there. And they should continue to. GDHS has a rich history, and of course,
we’re fiercely proud of our Scottish heritage. It’s that quirky character that gives you Gael spirit, and fires up fun school
rivalries. But GDHS also looks forward and evolves for today’s complex world. I understand the challenge of the
declining number of pupils, but I believe GDHS deserves a chance to continue to evolve, not go away entirely. The
four years I spent at GDHS were very happy ones. I found my best friends, I learned to play hockey, I picked up an
instrument, acted in plays, danced at St. Andrew’s Day. You can argue that other schools offer most of those
opportunities – but I was able to do these activities in my hometown. Being a Gael is part of being a Glengarrian. The
place where we go to school is important to us. Above all, I want to tell you that I fell in love with learning at Glengarry
DHS. From the first day of grade nine, I became engrossed in reading and writing at a deeper level, thanks to my
English teacher. I was not alone in this discovery that in-depth study is fulfilling, and pushes you to dream and to find
what you are most passionate about. All of my teachers were outstanding, inside and outside of the classroom. They
challenged and inspired me intellectually, and challenged all of us to succeed, but they also had a lot of fun
participating in student life and in sports. We were a team. I compared my experience with friends from neighbouring
schools – they were not challenged by their teachers to the same degree. And speaking of teams, I cannot put into
words how vital Gaels sports are to the athletes and to the community. Many of us come from hardworking farming
backgrounds, where physical fitness plays a huge part in our lives. Being a Gael, on the soccer pitch, on the ice, or
the court is exhilarating and a chance to express our passion for vigorous life. I want to move to the broader context in
which all of Canada is learning about the horrors of residential schools; one lesson learnt from this tragedy is that
young people deserve to go to school in their home community, that the bond between home and learning
environment is absolutely vital. I would also like to point out that Canada is moving towards taking drastic action on
climate change. The bus rides to deliver these students to Tagwi and to Vankleek Hill Collegiate Institute would lead to
far more carbon emissions entering the atmosphere. Secondly, I believe these bus rides will leave students tired and
drained from the early morning and the drawn-out commute home, which could interfere with after school activities. I
want to add that being a teenager is a critical time when there are many ups and downs, when you cannot be sure of
everything. Being in your home-town, with your friends and family nearby is important. It’s a space where you are
growing and exploring, and those supports make a huge difference. In my own research at University, I studied the
connection between young people and their role in their own communities. I determined that the health of a community
depends upon its active relationship with its next generation of leaders. That means that young people must have the
option to be physically and mentally immersed within their community to actively contribute to its growth, whether that
is through sports, part-time jobs, co-op placements, volunteering, activism, or artistic expression. Those opportunities
are substantially undercut when you remove the student from their community. There is no more exciting time to be a
young person. Young people build the future, and they deserve to do it in their own community. As for the extra space
at GDHS, I believe that there is an abundance of creative potential to collaborate with the community to utilise the
whole space so that the building will thrive. I hope you enjoyed this story about my journey at Glengarry District High
School; it is one of so many. I hope you value stories like mine and consider those things that go deeper than
numbers.

11/24/2016 1:46 PM

131 As a parent of children, of which one has graduated from GDHS and was looking forward to the other ones attending
this school in Grade 7 and 8 and graduating from High School. My parents and my spouse's father graduated from that
school, as did my husband and I. I attending the French side, and he the English side, and we are so appreciative of
the rich culture the school provided to all of us. If my youngest cannot attend GDHS, we will be redirecting them to the
French Public School in Hawkesbury or even consider alternative options such as private school in Rigaud, or Ottawa,
as currently one parent drives there every day for work.

11/24/2016 1:40 PM

132 Leave Glengarry schools alone! 11/24/2016 1:32 PM

133 My recommendation is: If there is already extra room in GDHS, then send VCI students to Alexandria , instead of
building a new addition to VCI. GDHS has all the well facilitated space to accomodate all students. ex: Shops, three
gyms, an auditorium, the state of the art track. This will save tax payers money. It will keep our community a live, our
children will spend less time being bused. Children who are raised in a rural community want to be schooled in a rural
atmosphere. GDHS feeder school, Laggan Public, is rated one of the top schools in Ontario for many years running. If
it is blended with other schools it would hinder the quality of education.

11/24/2016 1:32 PM

42 / 90

2016-17 UCDSB Building for the Future Pupil Accommodation Review Online Survey



134 Why don't they put char Lan and GD together or make GDs district bigger giving more students an opportunity to go to
GD, with GD in a great town it gives so much more of a choice and helps Alexandrias community!! I Would not send
my child to Tagiwa or VCI I would have to change them over to the Catholic school board if that's the case I live in
Alexandria I don't want my my child on the bus for a long period of time!! It's sad to say that you are doing this for the
benefit of the kids!! It's not, it's hurting them more then anything!!

11/24/2016 1:28 PM

135 Glengarry District High School should be made to be the host school as we have so much to offer in our town
compared to Vankleek Hill and Tagwi. I understand SJ McLeod is operating with very few students but I do not have a
solution at this time.

11/24/2016 1:25 PM

136 My husband and I are prime examples of why this doesn't logistically make sense. We currently have children which
we are presently educating in French elementary. Both former students of gdhs this is where our children will be
heading for high school. Our children are not even considered... unfortunately with our backs to the wall we will need
to make other decisions as keeping our children close to home is a priority for us!! They are involved kids, in extra
curricular, hockey, indoor soccer all in our community! Everything is right at our finger tips in this town.....
why.....why......why would our kids be bussed to the middle of no where!!! Saddened and truly in disbelief!!!

11/24/2016 1:18 PM

137 I suggest GDHS remain open and students from Tagwi come to Glengarry, where they will be offered so much more
opportunities than they currently do not have. A fully bilingual education, co-op programs with many businesses as
well as many lifestyle programs. Why move our students out of town into the middle of nowhere where they will not
have these opportunities. Remember GDHS's building may be old, but it is what is in the building that should matter.
GDHS's students receive an excellent education that easily rivals their city counterparts. I know this because I am a
parent of former students who went through Laggan and then GDHS. When they went to university they were far
ahead of many of their peers in their science programs, who came from some of the best schools in Ottawa and
Toronto. Let your egos go, remember you are there to serve the students!

11/24/2016 1:13 PM

138 I think it is reprehensible to close down G.D.H.S. As a mother of children who will all eventually attending Glengarry
District Highschol, I am discusted. This school is an integral part of our community. This school is the heartbeat of
Alexandria. If this school is closed down I fully intend on pulling my children out of the public school system and
homeschooling them. I don't think its appropriate to put rural kids from a rural area into city schools that they don't
know. The economy of Alexandria will suffer, the businesses will suffer. The loss of the coop program will affect our
children and so will the loss of all of the wonderful teachers at Glengarry District High School. I was once a student at
GD. I love my years in highschool and still see a lot of my friends whom I have going to school with my children. they
will attend GD together. You are ripping apart a community and not looking out for the best interests of the students. If
you would listen to the students, they don't want anything to happen to their schools. Friendships will be broken. The
children from the rural areas will have to be on busses for more than an hour each day. That isn't looking out for the
welfare of our children. Keep GDHS open. Glengarrry deserves to keep their Gaels and be part of the community and I
stand behind them fully.

11/24/2016 1:11 PM

139 Email received: We bought our house in Maxville. We are a young couple who bought a house in a town that has a
public school for when the time comes that we have children we have a local school to enrol them in. When
purchasing a house it was one of the major things that we looked for, an active school. With this potential closure
hitting our community it's devastating for anyone young family or couple who have young children already enrolled or
who are planning on having a family. I want my kids to go to public school locally. Shutting down Maxville Public
School will be a huge mistake! This also goes for Glengarry District High School, I'm a graduate. Alexandria will lose
everything in that town if the school is closed. There is no other school you can be a Glengarry Gael. I am proud to
have grown up and planted my roots in the area. GDHS has the most uplifting faculty that encourage their students to
excel. Taking this school away from the community will damage every aspect of the town. Kids will drop out. Business'
will diminish, banks will close, no one will buy a house in a town that cannot provide a school for their children. This is
a huge mistake if the schools in the district are closed! #saveglengarry #savemaxville As a Gael being forced to a new
school like vankleek hill or Tagwi .. unacceptable. We need our schools in our towns. Please don't take them away
from us, I want my kids to go to maxville public and Glengarry district high school.

11/24/2016 1:02 PM

140 Look at a solution where students in Glengarry county have a HS to attend. It could be building a new school or
altering GDHS in Alexandria.

11/24/2016 1:01 PM

141 My ex spouse and I have shared custody of our children which both attend GDHS. One home is in the portion which
the children would attend VCI and one home is in the portion the children would go to Tagwi. One of us would have to
move to accommodate their schooling.

11/24/2016 12:57 PM

142 It is important that my school, Glengarry District High School, stays open for a variety of reasons. Glengarry High
School is more than just a school, it is a community, a part of history and a culture, but most of all a home for the 349
students that attend this school. I have been to three schools in my lifetime so far and never have I been so attached,
involved, accepted, and felt like a part of a family like I've felt for the years that I've been at Glengarry District High
School. You'll never understand what its like to be Gael but let me tell you that it is the best feeling and school around
and if you close it down you will devastate so many people, including myself, and you will destroy a community.

11/24/2016 12:54 PM
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143 Its is important to me that glengarry district high school, stays open for many reasons. 1. My grandfather graduated
from Glengarry District High School, so did my father and his siblings, and many of my cousins did as well, i hope that
some day my children will be able to go to this High school. i have younger cousins who will soon be in high school
and some are already attending Glengarry DHS. Glengarry DHS is a peice of Glengarry's history. 2. Here at glengarry
we have excellent sports clubs, by taking away all these schools you are taking these students opportunities with you.
How may you ask? for example; all of these schools have a soccer team there are only 18 spots on those teams, by
combining these schools there will be many students cut from these teams, and many of those students may have
played on there old schools teams. i dont know about anyone else but my friends and i find that playing on a sports
team gives a mini vacation from school. 3. Glengarry is the second high school that i have attended, and i have never
felt so accepted and wanted to go to school before i came here. 4. not only do have good sports teams but
academically we are a top school as well! 5. you will never know the pride of being a Gael, but my fellow students and
i are all proud Gaels and we will be heard! LOUD AND PROUD!

11/24/2016 12:53 PM

144 I don't agree with the closure of Glengarry District High School because it would greatly affect our community. Sending
our students to other schools hurts our local businesses and housing market. We always open events to the public for
sports games, concerts and fundraisers where we receive great participation and turn outs. I would like to see future
students continue the culture of our school as well as be able to participate in extra curricular activities. ( I don't see
this being possible for students going to a new school that is far from their home especially if they live in Alexandria.)
This school is historic and even generational, personally I'd love to see this continue.

11/24/2016 12:52 PM

145 The board is not taking into account that the glengarry dhs building is also housing the town archives and tr leger
(which lost their school a few years back and are using part of GDHS) losing GDHS will also inherently lose TR leger
which given the demographics of our area is also just as important as glengarry. VCI cannot accommodate the
students they have now with the 7/8 from pleasant corners. Not to mention I live 15 minutes from alexandria and my
bus ride alone was 45-60min depending on time of year and road conditions and if anyone was late getting on before
me. How does the board suggest busing times. Is it not more important to teach our children than to bus them 2plus
hours a day? What will be done with the empty buildings that taxes as upkeep will still be paid for? Those are just
some of the questions parents of current and future students have.

11/24/2016 12:50 PM

146 As indicated in a letter that may husband and I have already forwarded to the board chair, GDHS is the only school
with sufficient existing space to accommodate either Char-Lan , one of the Glengarry schools, due to close in
September 2017, or Tagwi, one of the recommended accommodating school. Why build an addition to VCI and pay
extra bussing,when space already exists at GDHS? If this solution is not viable, why not amalgamate Laggan and
Maxville PS, one of the schools recommended for closure and make GDHS a K to 12 school? If this solution is not
acceptable, why not offer space within GDHS to one of the other existing board which may be experiencing the same
kind of dilemma as the UCDSB?

11/24/2016 12:43 PM

147 Email received: I am a parent of students attending Glengarry District High school. I have a graduate from there not
long back. I now have 1 in Gr. XX, who doesn't have to long to finish high school there and really wants to graduate
from this school. I also have a child going there. Finding it very hard in school. Also finds it very hard for change. We
live close to the school. All my children attended Laggan since Kindergarten. We are close to this high school in our
town. Would be a huge mistake for our community. It has done a lot for our community for years. To up root our
children, to bus out of town, to travel such a distance is not right. It would make it very hard on our children and on us
as parents. I believe our main concern should be for our children. That is what school should be about. This town
needs GDHS. If We have to, we will put our children into the Catholic school. If we are pushed to do this. When our
choice is being stripped from us.

11/24/2016 12:42 PM

148 SJ students (I, and my children are alumni) could be moved to Williamstown, or where appropriate, Laggan. Or
Consideration to making GD a K-12 school should be made with upgrades, bussing and maintenance only to that one
site.

11/24/2016 12:30 PM
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149 With all due respect, it is very understandable that from a business point, the current situation is not beneficial, and
that the task to figure out a solution is a very daunting one, however from a future business or community service
standpoint, I don't feel that closing Glengarry Intermediate/Secondary School would be the best option and that other
options should be considered. 1. As you are fully aware, GDHS is located in the very viable town of Alexandria,
Ontario. This town provides many benefits to the school and it's students. a) It provides SAFETY - students are
surrounded by businesses and residences should they become involved or presented with any kind of danger. It is
reassuring that our children can go to family or friend's homes if they are outside of the school or in any case of an
emergency arises. b) It provides HOME and the opportunity for students to WALK TO SCHOOL, thereby relieving
some transportation expenses for the board. That gives some parents and community members the peace of knowing
their child is not on a bus for 45-60 min. in bad weather. They may have chosen to reside in Alexandria because the
school is there. c) It provides OPPORTUNITIES to student learning - The countless number of Co-op opportunities that
are available in the town and students can easily access them by walking to them from the school is both convenient
and beneficial to student learning that many other students at many other schools do not have. d) It provides
MULTIPLE LEARNING VENUES - The Sports Dome, the hockey arena, the baseball fields, the golf course, the
soccer fields - for sport teams and physical education learning opportunities. The banks, the retail stores, The
Alexandria library, the youth centre, the retirement facilities/long term care facilities, OPP police station, Alexandria
Fire Department for volunteering and other class learning opportunities - all easily accessible within walking distance -
that many other students in many other schools would not have the opportunity to access. e) It provides reliable and
quick EMERGENCY SERVICES in case of any unfortunate emergencies at the school (which is an important factor to
many of us in rural areas). 2. The proposal calls for feeder schools to Glengarry send students to either Tawgi SS in
Avonmore, or VCI in Vankleek Hill. As the boundaries show, my children who are closer to VCI would need to be
bussed farther to Tagwi. This is neither reasonable nor does it make sense from a student/family perspective. The
proposal for this move is flawed in the fact that there will be more students on rural buses for a longer period of time,
going to schools that they have chosen NOT to go to in the first place. My children had the choice to go to one of those
schools and we strongly decided against it for many of the reasons I have listed above. If the UCDSB don't have the
facilities in optimal locations such as viable towns with many opportunities for students, then they will not increase
their student enrollment needs. A consumer needs the best of a service - the GDHS location is the best of a service -
the UCDSB needs to see that and make improvements to have their customers agree and attract more customers. 3.
Pertaining to #2 - The UCDSB runs the risk of losing many students in our area from many of the proposed closure
schools to other very proximal boards in the area. a) I believe that it would be more beneficial to make GDHS more
viable and attractive to students from other boards. Currently GDHS receives students from the French board schools
in Alexandria. I have been told it is due to the quality of education at GDHS - this is something UCDSB and GDHS
should be celebrating, and utilizing to promote their school and not looking to close it. b) As Tagwi and VCI could
accommodate A FEW GDHS students, VCI is already near capacity which shuts its doors to students, like my children
who live closer to it, and forces them to travel farther to Tagwi. Tagwi itself cannot accommodate the number of
students from GDHS and therefore is forcing some of its own student population to consider going elsewhere, which
may again make many families consider other proximal school boards - which is not a good decision for the UCDSB.
4. The closure of GDHS will make a significant impact on all of it's current students and students from feeder school,
their families and their communities. Parents are looking into the future for their children and are considering GDHS for
many of the reasons I have stated above. Many may seek to move away from communities like Alexandria, and the
viability of the town that has supported GDHS for many many years and generations may become compromised. 5.
Excellent Academic and Sports Programs: a) GDHS has hosted an excellent Football program that involves
community members as coaches. b) GDHS offers an excellent high standards Automotive program. c) 4 Onsite
Tennnis Courts d) 3 gym facilties to support various sports events and programs **GDHS has so much to offer that it
should be promoted and given the care it needs to upgrade it, rather than consider closing it. Some of my suggestions
are, (all including NOT to close GDHS): 1. Although costly at the beginning, the UCDSB should look redesign and
upgrade GDHS to help promote their facility and programs. The school is located on a spacious site, with some space
to the south (beside the football field) that is not being efficiently utilized and some areas of the school site could be
redesigned to better use of the inside and outside areas. With some care and consideration, this facility can be
upgraded to its full potential again. It appears that there was once a horticultural facility which was torn down, and the
pavement all around the school is disgraceful. Unfortunately this site has been left to deteriorate in light of declining
enrollment when actions should have been taken to promote it. As with any "business", if you don't advertise or
promote your service, it will inevitably deteriorate. 2. The UCDSB should look to increase or widen all boundaries to
include more students coming to GDHS especially to the south. 3. Other option would be to go back to the the 20/20
proposals and make GDHS a K-12 school. This could be included with the point of upgrading the facility; again costly
at first, but more beneficial in the long run as it will attract more students not only from UCDSB but also those other
boards that students are coming from already. As a parent of both Elementary and Secondary students, I can see the
benefit of having a K-12 school with siblings being near one another for any extra support and helping the school be
closer to capacity. This would cut on busing costs. The students at the feeder schools will most likely attend GDHS
when and if they reach the intermediate age, and so if the school was a K-12 school, there would be less transition
issues - and create a bigger "family" feel of the school community. ** Therefore my overall alternative includes keeping
GDHS open, upgrade and redesign, promote and attract more students through increased boundaries and/or create a
K-12 GDHS School. Thank you for considering my feedback.

11/23/2016 12:34 PM

150 GD remains open 11/22/2016 10:10 PM
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151 I understand that our school space is large. But you have to understand that the location for a school in the town of
Alexandria is perfect. This town and community offer so much! I propose closing a place like Tagwi way ahead of GD.
Tagwi offers absolutely nothing to students. It is in the middle of no where! Bring new students to us, don't send us
away!

11/22/2016 3:16 PM

152 Rural schools are vital to the economic stability of this area. Communities cannot grow without new families moving to
the area, which in turn supports local businesses etc. As Alexandria is centrally located in Glengarry, closing the
school seems completely illogical. A K-12 model at Glengarry DHS seems a sensible solution. It is a large enough
building to keep separate schedules for elementary and high school students and it offers a sensible commute time for
children to continue to enjoy extracurricular activities after school.

11/22/2016 8:45 AM

153 Make GD a host school. 11/21/2016 8:42 AM

154 Email Received: I’m writing to highlight our community’s concern regarding the idea of closing Glengarry District High
School. I realize that school closures happen with the decline of enrollment and aging infrastructure, but this is
certainly not the case in Alexandria, and our school should be utilized as part of the solution. With recent renovations
made to GDHS, and the successful efforts put into finding external income (archives, TR Leger, Board storage), our
school should be included as part of the planned solution rather than considered to be one of the closures. GDHS
provides so many local opportunities, and is in walking distance of the indoor soccer dome, running track and tennis
court; a hockey and skating arena; a baseball diamond; a curling rink; the hospital; an indoor swimming pool; a lake for
canoeing and kayaking; hiking/nature trails (for walking and biking); a golf course which is also used for wintertime
cross-country skiing and snowshoeing; a public park with a playground, soccer fields and a skateboard park. As well
as many co-op program options or employment opportunities right in our own community. I am a Tagwi Secondary
School graduate and know it is also a great school, but I still feel strongly that we should not be amalgamating these
schools. I was given the opportunity to attend school close to home, and this right to choose should not be taken away
from Glengarry. I now live in Alexandria and have always known our kids would attend GDHS like my husband did,
and his family before him. You cannot deny the countless opportunities currently given to kids in Alexandria; Tagwi
does not offer a faction of these things. I lived 11 minutes from my high school, yet I was on the bus for almost an
hour. You can’t tell me that kids at least twice as far will be bused to school in an acceptable amount of time. Kids
already have long enough days without adding over an hour drive morning and night. Not to mention adding driving
time for parents that need to pick up their kids after school for sports. This cuts into homework time after school,
organized sports and activities. It makes no sense to be bussing kids so far when we have such amazing resources
right here. The idea of a super school in the city is also definitely not the way to foster teenage learning. These are
the years when teenagers are most impressionable. Shipping them off to the city is certainly not what most parents
want for their kids at this age. There is something to be said for knowing your peers, knowing your teachers and the
faculty, because they are also part your community. There’s accountability, community pride and the sense of
belonging that comes from attending school in your home town, not to mention peace of mind for parents. These
things would be robbed from Glengarry if our school closed. Where there are no schools, there are no new families
coming to the area; and no incentive for current families to stay. The impact this would have on our community is
serious, it would affect our businesses and seriously harm our town. Please take this into consideration when
reviewing options for our schools; this decision goes far beyond closing a building.

11/17/2016 2:57 PM

155 I understand the tough situation UCDSB is in. But it would be incredibly short-sighted to close the secondary school in
SDG's second largest urban centre. The amenities Alexandria has is not comparable to either Tagwi or VCI. My
children will grow up fluent in both official languages due to the unparalleled French programming at GDHS. They
have an arena, swimming pool, tennis courts, indoor track, indoor field for sports, a plethora of co-operative education
opportunities in both languages, and all this within my childrens' community. I worry about the impact on their sleep,
their academic achievement (lack of time to do homework, no ability to do extra-curricular activities when they have a
1-1.5 bus ride each way), and their enthusiasm for school will diminish. I also worry about the drop-out rate increasing,
the number of students not going on to post-secondary education because they could not work after-school jobs due
to attending a high school 50 kms away. A way to improve the recommendations would be to be transparent and
explicit about how these factors were considered. Because at it stands, I can't believe these factors have been given
the attention they require for the wellness of our children.

11/16/2016 5:18 PM
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156 1. I do not support the closure of GDHS. 2. I do not support a portion of the students transferring to VCI which would
require an addition. 3. I do not support the majority of the students transferring to Tagwi - too far and in the middle of
nowhere. 4. I feel that Laggan PS's boundary should remain as their EFI boundary currently is. 5. I feel that Maxville
PS should remain open and should become dual track (offering both Core & EFI). 6. I feel that Maxville PS students
should all feed into Tagwi and not given the choice between Tagwi and GDHS as they are unofficially doing now. This
would save on transportation costs. 7. I feel that VCI should remain status quo. 8. I feel that Pleasant Corner's PS
should remain status quo. 9. I feel that Williamstown Public School needs a new facility to get their students out of
portables. 9. I feel that SJ McLeod PS should close due to chronic low enrollment (which is completely due Boundary
20-20 decisions). 10. I feel that the SJ McLeod PS building could accommodate some of Williamstown PS's students
while a new school is being built for them in Williamstown. 11. I feel that Char-Lan DHS should remain open. 12. I feel
that Char-Lan DHS could accommodate some Willamstown PS students while a new school is being built for them.
13. I feel that the 2 high schools in Cornwall (St. Lawrence DHS and CCVS) need to figure out a solution between the
2 schools that do not adversely affect the neighbouring rural schools. 14. I feel that all schools in the UCDSB have
dual track programming (offering both Core & EFI). 15. I feel that the CDSBEO was quicker to implement EFI
programming and therefore families chose that route and didn't bother to switch back once it more available at UCDSB
schools.

11/16/2016 3:44 PM

157 Email Received: As a tax contributor to the Public School system in Glengarry County, I am shocked by the proposed
closure of Glengarry District High School, Char-Lan District High School and some of their feeder schools, as outlined
in the report "Building for the future - Pupil Accommodation Review".  Not only is this a gutting of English public
education in Glengarry County, but it is being done within unacceptable timelines and with minimal consultation with
the community affected.  Furthermore, I fully support the opposition of my Trustee, Wendy MacPherson, to the
proposals within the report as they pertain to Glengarry.

11/16/2016 2:12 PM

158 I do not support the closing of Glengarry District High School. I believe the school should remain open. 11/14/2016 1:40 PM

159 The boundary for Glengarry DHS could be moved back to where it was years ago where all of Bainsville area and east
of Lancaster (highway 34) were bused to Glengarry.

11/14/2016 6:09 AM

160 Listen to the people affected! They have alternative recommendations that make sense. 11/13/2016 6:17 PM

161 1. Glengarry county must have it's own public school system 2. Combining Glengarry and Char-Lan high schools 3.
Having a Kindergatrten to Grade 12 school in Alexandria Alexandria is the location for this school. We have
established sport's fields (4 soccer fields, 1 baseball diamond) Within walking distance we have an indoor track,
soccer pitch and tennis court We also have a curling rink, a hockey rink, 2 outdoor tennis courts, a skateboard park and
a golf course In the centre of the town we also have a beautiful lake for water sports and walking trails for cross
country run We have a vibrant business community that can offer great opportunities for co-op programs We have
great facilities to offer out of town schools when they participate in activities(restaurants, park, hospital) and a caring
community that understands the importance education and our youth The Glengarry community will continue as in the
past, to show their proud heritage and their optimisum for their youth.

11/13/2016 12:49 PM

162 Closing schools in small communities will help?!?!? No, it will destroy these communities!!! People will put their
children in the Catholic or French board.

11/12/2016 9:03 PM

163 Make GDHS a K-12 school Transfer Tagwi students to our school since we have the space to accommodate them. Or
Transfer Char-Lan students to our school since we have the space to accommodate them

11/11/2016 9:01 PM

164 Bring students from Charlan and Maxville to Alexandria. It is such a viable solutions. There is space and a large
community support sector for all activities.

11/10/2016 11:39 AM
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165 Email Received: I am writing this letter in support of Glengarry District High School. Of the schools potentially closing
this one makes the least amount of sense. First off GDHS is in a town of 3300 people with many businesses and
recreational facilities. As a comparison Williamstown where CharLan is located has what 300? Many of the students of
GDHS can walk to co-op because of the size of the community. CharLan,VCI,and Tagwi cannot match what
Alexandria has to offer its students. Because of the businesses in Alexandria students have plenty of access to part
time jobs which the other schools cannot match. Since I work a night shift I witness first hand the amount of students
that actually walk to school. In this day and age of obesity,climate change this should be seen as a positive as
compared to the other local schools. At CharLan very few can and at Tagwi no student can walk there. I really didn't
want to turn this into one school vs. the others but unfortunately I feel we may not have a choice. CharLan cannot
offer the students the same opportunities as GDHS. CharLan is also extremely close to Cornwall so while their bus
rides will increase it will be nothing compared to what the students of GDHS will face. Most will have 35-60 minute bus
rides which is ridiculous. Many CharLan students may have 10-30 minute rides. With all the arguments to be made
none can support GDHS closing before CharLan. When we were students much of the CharLan community actually
came to GDHS. Why couldn't this happen now? The bus ride for them to Alexandria or Cornwall would be virtually the
same. Lancaster to Alexandria is the same as Lancaster to Cornwall. When we were kids everyone east of Lancaster
came to GDHS. Why not do this again? Now you often hear how at one time GDHS had 800 students. While this is
true the French Catholic board shared the school with the English public board. At one point in time a terrible decision
was made to build a new French Catholic high school in Alexandria. This never should have happened and was short
sighted by both school boards. Very few Francophone families actually supported this new school. I understand you
can't fix that one mistake but should the GDHS kids now have to pay for that horrible decision? It seems blatantly
unfair to me to fix a problem that was created when the two different school boards parted ways. In conclusion I
believe a brand new high school in Alexandria would make the most economic and logistically the most sense.
Rumours are swirling that GDHS may close before CharLan because the parents in Williamstown are putting up a
bigger fight. If a decision is made because of this it is completely wrong. There is absolutely no economic or
compelling reason to keep CharLan open before GDHS. If that rumour is true then this whole process really is a sham.
Alexandria provides just about everything a student could need outside of school which the other schools cannot
match. Tagwi which is a school slated to remain open is in the middle of nowhere. I know I am rambling on but the
GDHS students will be by far the most impacted of any of the schools slated to close. Maybe we aren't putting up as
much of a fight because I think many believed there wasn't a compelling argument to close GDHS. The CharLan
parents are fighting harder because deep down they know CharLan has fewer arguments to spare their school from
closure. Now is the time to fix a mistake that happened when Le Relais was built. GDHS should be rebuilt or
renovated and move many of the CharLan kids to this new and improved school. I myself have been complacent but
no more. We will attend the meeting on Nov.17 to voice our support for GDHS. It is now time to save this wonderful
school from what would be an absurd decision to close it. Again Alexandria has a robust business community that
supports the students through co-op and part time jobs. The recreational facilities are top notch with a golf course as
well. CharLan and Tagwi absolutely cannot match this. For that matter neither can VCI which was just rebuilt.
Alexandria has a population of 3300. Williamstown 300,Vankleek Hill 1700. Tagwi has a community with a population
of ZERO and incredibly it is remaining open. My last comment is simply this. With It's Scottish heritage it really is hard
to imagine there will be no English language public high school in Glengarry county. This is just wrong. Yours Truly
from a proud GDHS parent and a graduate myself

11/9/2016 8:52 AM

166 -GDHS should NOT close. Glengarry county needs public high schools to service its 25,000 residents. Students who
live in Glengarry should be able to attend a high school in their community! Forcing students to attend high schools
outside our county is NOT a reasonable option due to long bus rides, not to mention alienation from the community
that they live. The UCDSB will certainly lose many, many students to other boards (French Catholic LeRelais and
English Catholic-Holy Trinity) who are already preparing for this. -GDHS currently holds one of the highest "capture"
rates ( from other boards' elementary schools) -GDHS is centrally located in Glengarry county in the town of
Alexandria that has many facilities and co-op/job opportunities for students to access easily without bussing. Within
easy walking distance of GDHS is an indoor soccer dome with a running track & tennis court, an arena and public
library, baseball diamond, 3 soccer fields, curling rink, Hospital, indoor pool, a lake for canoeing & kayaking, nature
walking/ cross country skiing trails, golf course, public park, banks, restaurants, stores. Why not make GDHS a host
school for consolidation? It has rural appeal with urban amenities. -Improving course availability and diversity would
attract more students to GDHS from other boards. - Numbers in the report are deceiving. Even though GDHS'
capacity is 940, a portion of this space is being used by the TR Leger Alternative program, UCDSB workshop,
Glengarry Encore Program, and The Glengarry Archives. This demonstrates how integral the high school is to this
community. If there is extra space, why not remove part of the building (ie tech wing)? -Elementary Schools: If SJ
McLeod should close, I agree that its Northern attendance boundaries should be consolidated with Laggan (#3).
Laggan's core boundaries should extend to its immersion boundaries. Students in the town of Maxville and west of
Highland Road to HWY 138 should be given the option of French Immersion at Maxville Public School instead of
forcing them to go to Roxmore Public School which is outside their county and community. These changes would
result in more students attending GDHS within their own county instead of being "fed" to Tagwii. -GDHS boundaries
should align with Glengarry county boundaries. -Uprooting as few students as possible should be a main goal of
UCDSB's restructuring.

11/8/2016 8:21 PM
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167 I do not in any shape or form support this draft. I believe it to be logistics and politics over education, child/family
welfare, and quality of life. it would be an absolute shame to make this travesty of a choice for so many varied reasons.

11/8/2016 7:33 PM

168 They could close Tagwi since its located in the middle of nowhere (or almost) and send the students betwen Glengarry
DHS and another school. Alexandria is a village well known for the citizens of Quebec. Its a lovely village that may end
if the closure of Glengarry DHS occures, same for the hospital in the coming years near by.

11/8/2016 2:58 PM

169 Why would any school board see an addition to other High Schools in the area be a cost effective way to go, when we
have GDHS ready and waiting with space to accommodate??? Simply make changes to the boundaries to include the
students from Char-lan, Vankleek Hill and Tagwi.

11/8/2016 1:55 PM

170 I ask the Board to consider the wider economic and sociological ramifications of closing GDHS. A town with a base
population the size of Alexandria's needs an English High School that is well within it's geographic borders. The loss of
the sole English High School will have a direct and measurable negative economic impact on the town and its ability to
attract young families to the area. A further reduction in the size of the building or sharing facilities with the french-
language High School may be possible alternatives.

11/7/2016 10:23 PM

171 Recommending school closures due to surplus space pending the building of additions at other schools suggests that
the distribution of students should be realigned among existing schools rather than realigning schools to meet
demographics that may continue to change over time. A recommendation that would change boundaries and/or
enforce maximum student limits at schools and redistribute students from schools that are using temporary
accommodations such as portables to schools that have unused space should be explored. Other cost saving
measures beyond consolidation should be explored. For example, Tagwi is heated using electricity and was
unsuccessful in its (very expensive) attempt to implement a central heating system. Paying hydro rates to heat a
school is too expensive, and this proposal does not recognize that other schools, even with surplus space, may be
less expensive to operate.

11/7/2016 10:19 PM

172 I do not support the fact that i will be sent 1 hour and a bit away from my house by bus. I also do not agree with the
threat of closure againt GDHS because this school makes me feel at home, this is my first year at this school and the
teachers and the students make mefeel accepted. I did not feel accepted at my other school, it was a few difficult
years. I recommend the GLENGARRY SOLUTION. We should have students driven by bus to our school, it is in a
town where there is an arena, a dome, a park, a river where we have outdoor PE, corner stores, restaurants and
STUDENT'S JOBS. All that will be taken away if we have to moved to either Tagwi or VCI. I work right after school
and I will no longer be able to keep that job if I am moved to either Tagwi or VCI. Which is why, if GDHS closes, I will
be changing school boards, so I can keep my job and have after school activities.

11/7/2016 6:59 PM

173 Closing GDHS and sending students to VCI makes no sense given their school is already at capacity and requires
additional work be completed to their school. GDHS provides many more community opportunities for students then
Tagwi, these options should not be taken away from them for the sake of "attendance boundary"

11/7/2016 2:37 PM

174 There is nothing that could change my mind. Alexandria should absolutely have either a new school or remain open as
is. Far more opportunities in Alexandria as opposed to Tagwi which is actually going to remain open. We would
definitely consider sending our kids to Holy Trinity as opposed to Tagwi or VCI.

11/7/2016 11:32 AM

175 I am appalled at the idea of consolidating these schools and the proposed closing of GDHS. This is not only
detrimental to the children but to the community as well.

11/7/2016 9:33 AM

176 I suggest keeping GDHS open, The board December has spent over 1,000,000. In the past 5 years improving it,
closing it seems like very bad planning.

11/7/2016 8:27 AM

177 Glengarry District High School should not close in order to create an addition to VCI and increase enrolment at Tagwi
Secondary School

11/6/2016 11:13 PM

178 I do not support the closure of Glengarry District High School. The school is an integral part of the community and the
community provides valuable opportunities for students. The usage of space by the Archives and TR Leger should be
factored in. If the building is too big, bring other students to Glengarry instead of closing Glengarry. Or, tear down part
of the building so that the capacity changes.

11/6/2016 10:09 PM

179 GDHS is central in a great, tight-knitted community and it would be detrimental to the whole town if it were to shut
down. It has been acknowledged that it is currently only holding 40% of its total capacity, yet it was not considered to
be a host school.

11/6/2016 9:58 PM

180 Don't close GDHS. Keep it open so that there is at least one rural school still open. 11/6/2016 9:58 PM

181 Keep a school in Alexandria. Busing hundreds of students more than an hour a day and out of the county is ridiculous. 11/6/2016 8:43 PM

182 The school is an integral part of our community. As a small business owner in Alexandria the opportunity to take in co-
op students and possibly future employees would be all but eliminated if the school closes. Alexandria and area has
so much to offer close to so many co-op opportunities, Alexandria island park, the glengarry sports palace and Tim
Hortons dome just to name a few. The area is rich in bilingualism and so many other opportunities for students.

11/6/2016 8:38 PM
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183 Not closing GDHS, local businesses depend ib students to run their establishments, the provincial government had just
invested a lot of money for youth employment programs in the area, this could impact those subsidies in the future.

11/6/2016 8:25 PM

184 Make GDHS a host school. Alexandria is a much bigger town than either Avonmore or VanKleek hill and would be
much more benificial for kids wanting after school jobs. Also, Alexandria is bilingual which is only a positive for the
future generations.

11/6/2016 8:12 PM

185 GDHS should become the host school. It is centralized in Glengarry and has enough room to accommodate for the
increase of students. The town of Alexandria is also home to many recreational facilities, a hospital, a park, nature
trails, and a lake, as well as work opportunities for co-op students, all within walking distance from the school. These
assets are, not only invaluable to the children that attend the school, but also, nonexistent in the other suggested host
schools

11/6/2016 7:27 PM

186 Leave the school open as this it the focal point of the town and if u remove it u are taking away the pride and tradition
of the town.

11/6/2016 6:39 PM

187 Use "The Glengarry Solution" 11/6/2016 6:08 PM

188 Closing glengarry will be detrimental in our community and children's future. 11/6/2016 5:57 PM

189 Relocating the boundaries so more kids could attend GDHS could be a benefit. GDHS is central to the elementary
schools nearby, it would be the closest school to bus these student ts.

11/6/2016 11:13 AM

190 The Town of Alexandria is a bilingual community that offers the offers so many amenities and services. It is absolutely
ridiculous to send Glengarry students to Tagwi, which has nothing......or to Vankleekhill which has absolutely nothing to
add to what out kids already have. I encourage you to take a look at Alexandria and make it the place where others
schools should come to. The "Glengarry Solution" a host school for consolidation!

11/6/2016 11:07 AM

191 Keep GDHS open as it is in the middle of the county! Making it accessible to all students of Glengarry county! 11/5/2016 1:41 PM

192 Keep Glengarry DHS open. It is a vital part of the community which stimulates the local economy. 11/5/2016 11:06 AM

193 The recommendations are based on incorrect figures (GDHS is eligible for top-up funding) and a disingenuous space
allocation. In 2014 the Board indicated that schools should attempt to fill unused space and - as was the spirit of the
Board at the time - bring the community into the school. GDHS has done a fantastic job of doing this. It has brought in
T.R. Leger (a Board school for which the numbers should be readily available), signed a lease agreement with the
Glengarry archives for 10 years with the possibility of extension, and the Board itself uses one of the school's shops for
its maintenance crew. The school also has three large gyms, a large cafeteria, and a home economics room with a
large kitchen. These amenities contribute to the solid and varied education GDHS students are able to get. The
inclusion of community - in the form of TR Leger and the Archives - are a fantastic way to broaden the understanding
and community-building skills of the students. To mandate that schools use unused space and then not account for
the ways the schools have used this space in calculating the vacancy rate of the school is extremely underhanded and
is a lesson for GDHS students - not of the ways a diverse community and understanding of our history can lead to a
broader perspective of our past, present and future - but of the ways those who are supposed to foster the future and
well-being of our students (you the Board) can be selective with numbers, myopic in scope, and define the parameters
of a recommendation to ensure the most cost-effective outcome is the result, but one that will do a great disservice to
our students, their well-being, their future, and our community. It is shameful.

11/5/2016 8:44 AM

194 Glengarry District High school is the best school in the area to host the consolidation of schools as put forward in the "
Glengarry solution". The location is central Room to accommodate without additions Excellent facillities within walking
distance - arena ,dome, curling rink , soccer and tennis courts ,golf course , trails the Alexandria park and pond for
outdoor education . Bi lingual community Co- op opportunities

11/4/2016 6:33 PM

195 make Glengarry district High school a host school. Gd and Charlan combine one school in Alexandria. Alexandria is
the best chioce, Hospital, resteraunts, sports fields, co-op placements, after school jobs great pond with walking trails.

11/4/2016 1:10 PM

196 GDHS should not be closed because we have way more activities and places to go and do in town unlike other
schools that aren't in the city, Arena, Stores, Co-op, Library, restaurants, etc. That is my biggest reason not to close
the school.

11/3/2016 5:47 PM

197 You could stop this recommendation all together because the really ill-thought thing about the proposal is that it would
eliminate all Glengarry secondary schools (due to the closure of Char-lan). Glengarry is the most cultural county in the
UCDSB due to the Scottish heritage and culture oozing out of the place and if they ship them to schools outside of the
county they'll lose their knowledge of the culture.

11/3/2016 4:15 PM

198 I think we should not close Glengarry District High School. It would cause lots of problems for the students. For many
people, Tagwi and VCI and very far, and it would be problematic to go there. Also, the impact of high school for
Alexandria would be devastating for the economy of our town. We could entice home-school children to have access
to the facilities or a few courses at the school. Furthermore, Glengarry is a very good high school, has history in
Alexandria and has an impact on the town. If Glengarry shuts down, selling houses won't be very successful, and
Alexandria won't be a good town anymore.

11/3/2016 3:37 PM
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199 The affect on the ability for the Alexandria overall community to sustain itself without a Public High School in the area
will be significant in that organizations will no longer consider Alexandria Ontario a place where vibrant young minds
will be available to fulfill expected employment resources. This will contribute to an overall decrease in population and
will directly decrease Alexandria's contribution in property taxes due to lower valuation of residential properties.

11/3/2016 2:05 PM

200 1) Move Le Relai in with GDHS. Share buses and children would be able to take courses from either the English or
the French side of the school. Therefore giving children the opportunity to be more bilingual. The fact that these are
technically different school boards doesn't matter. The priority should be the children not saving the board. 2)
Elementary and highs schools of all boards ( French, English, catholic) should share buses. Put cameras on all the
buses to prevent bad behavior. 3) Many students are already traveling on a bus too long. Increasing the average
traveling time is not an option. 4) You are potentially splitting up friends causing stress in an already stressful time in
their lives. 5) Fire the person or people responsible for the above recommendations. It is very unlikely that the
problem was just discovered and now there is limited time to find a solution. Far from team work.

11/2/2016 9:54 PM

201 I do not support this because it is unfair that the GDHS students are being punished only because of the size of their
school. It is not their fault that the French Catholic board left a shared building to build their own school which was
proven to be totally unneeded. It is hard to imagine in this day and age we would have no English language
highschool here in Glengarry.It pains me to even say this. Economically having to build additions,busimg all of our
kids from the area just doesn't make sense.

11/2/2016 9:51 PM

202 Feeder schools for GDHS are more than Laggan and Maxville. There are 3 elementary schools in Alexandria. Many
parents will switch boards and send their kids to GDHS for 1) a high school education in English as the English
Universities in Ontario out number the French Universities substantially and 2) they do not want their kids spending
hours travelling on a bus to Cornwall. I understand there are no numbers to include but there are numbers! I do not
like the idea of students being taught in portables and I hope this is not the idea of an expansion for VCI.

11/2/2016 9:44 PM

203 I do not support the Draft Recommendations. I recommend that we encorage more families to enroll there children at
GDSH.

11/2/2016 8:17 PM

204 Don't close the school or send Char-LAN students to GDHS. 11/2/2016 5:17 PM

205 Email received: I am writing in response to what parents have been seeing on social media, in the newspapers and
what they have been hearing on the radio concerning the impending closure of Glengarry District High School. Above
and beyond the fact that our family has a personal tie to the school (our children are students there) I cannot help but
see the entire endeavour as a not-so-well thought out means of saving money. Admittedly, enrolment numbers are on
the decline. Is closing the school down entirely, however, the only viable option? Could some of the larger spaces or
older areas of the school be demolished, for instance, instead of shipping students to schools outside of their
community? Has it been determined what the transportation costs would look like to accomplish moving all these
Glengarry students to Tawgi or Vankleek Hill as has been proposed? I wonder whether urban areas realize the
importance of a local school to a more rural setting. It is not a distinct entity void of ties to the community in which it
resides. Students use the local curling club, for instance, as a physical education activity. Teams utilize the indoor
dome to practice soccer skills or train on the off-season for track. The skating rink in the town has over the years been
a meeting place for students and is often used by the local high school for field trip activities. Students have after
school jobs close to home. I do not claim to be an expert on economic matters. I do envision, however, that closing
GDHS would without doubt have a huge impact on the local economy of the Town of Alexandria wherein it resides. I
am also certain that farming families who rely on older children making it home from school in time for chores would
not be impressed if their children were more than a one hour bus ride from home. Yes, this is primarily a rural, farming
community. Because the numbers don't add up to what the UCDSB needs does not necessarily mean closing the
school's doors for good. Have all the factors and alternatives been weighed? Declining enrolment has been a nagging
issue over the last ten years at least. Why do the envisioned remedies seem so urgent at this point in time? Is there
some sort of deadline of which parents are not aware? An issue of this magnitude takes careful thought and
consideration: certainly not the quick fix, drastic measures that UCDSB and the trustees seem to be putting on the
table at present.

11/2/2016 4:30 PM
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206 Email received: I am a graduate from GDHS and I'm furious that you would even consider shutting down the school.
For those of us who went there and enjoyed our years attending that great establishment we should have more of a
say whether or not it stays or go. I'm sure all of you have not attended this school in your younger years. They have
great teachers who actually help and listen when students need help or just need someone to talk to. The fact that you
guys want to eliminate education for our future generations is disgusting, and you should reevaluate you're decisions.
Food for thought... If this school was not an option when I had the decision of which high school to go to I would not
have went to high school!! This is absolutely disgusting behaviour for adults who "want the best education for our
youth/ future generations". If you want the best for each student take the time to get to know them, how they learn and
what works best for them NOT YOU!!! Don't get rid of the school as you will be initiating that our past, our memories,
our time there was all nothing. As long as you still get a pay cheque at the end of the week why do you care who's
education you destroy, right?? Here's a thought actually talk with the students there, find out why they want to keep
their school. They may educate you on how valuable things are to them, former students and even future students. My
concern is the increasing number of students who will drop out of school because of the inconvenience you bestowed
upon them. What will you do when half the students that attended GDHS drop out of the new school?? Nothing
because it doesn't effect your life, pay, or future!!! GDHS isn't just a school for some of us, it was an escape, a place
of freedom, somewhere you belonged!! I know you will just overlook this email, but at least I gave you half of my two
cents.

11/2/2016 4:24 PM

207 1. Consolidate Laggan PS and Glengarry DHS -- and if possible (if CharLan closes) some of CharLan DHS's students -
--especially those residing in the area around Glen Roy and St. Raphael's-- to Glengarry DHS. The building has the
capacity to house the numbers with three gyms, tech wing, computer labs, two soccer fields, tennis courts and new
track. There is easy access to facilities within the Town of Alexandria including an indoor dome, arena within walking
distance, curling facility, and therapeutic pool. There would need to be accommodations/renovations made to VCI to
house the proposed onslaught of students there. Minimal renos would be needed at Glengarry DHS and there would
at least be one secondary school left in Glengarry.

11/2/2016 3:19 PM

208 First you could start with not closing Gd because if you do close Gd a lot of kids would be on the bus longer then
recommended by a lot of people. Secondly combine s.j McLeod with with Williamstown public instead of combining
because laggan is already practicaly busting at the seams.

11/2/2016 2:57 PM

209 Rural funding formula needs to meet rural life... not a formula that work in urban areas.... apples and oranges 11/2/2016 2:05 PM

210 This is the central part of the community, closing this school would hurt the entire community. Perhaps a Laggan-
GDHS based school K-12 grades would be a solution.

11/2/2016 1:53 PM

211 Glengarry District High School should absolutely NOT be closed. It is the center of Glengarry. Two portions of the
building are being rented out. One to TR Leger and the other to Glengarry Archives. The remaining portion of the
school is at close to 85% capacity. It is far from empty! Alexandria has the following resources to offer the students of
GDHS: Curling club, golf course, Arena, soccer dome, indoor tennis courts, nature trails, hospital, newly refurbished
track, lake for canoeing, not to mention the MANY businesses available for Co-op opportunities and student
employment. It is absolutely unthinkable that GDHS could be slated for closure. I recommend closing one of the TWO
Cornwall high schools which are both under-enrolled and leaving GDHS open.

11/2/2016 1:38 PM

212 The community of Alexandria would greatly suffer from the fact that there would be no school in the Glengarry county.
We also would be forced to attend Holy Trinity Catholic High School, due to the fact that it would be the only school in
Glengarry remaining. We deserve a school in the Glengarry county.

11/2/2016 11:49 AM

213 I am not impressed that there was NOT a suggestion to have the GDHS students and the Char-Lan students
combined into one school. Why do we need to send our students to 'the city'? We live in the rural community for a
reason. Why was there not an option to have some of the Cornwall students come to the school in the country?
Perhaps they wouldn't mind being on a bus for an hour or more. It is unreal that there would not be an option for an
English/Immersion high school in the County of Glengarry. You are not thinking of the students with their co-ops,
sports, after school jobs at a business in Alexandria or on a farm. The town of Alexandria will slowly become a ghost
town if the school closes and you as a board are smothering the life out of this area.

10/31/2016 9:10 PM

214 Have Laggan, or other pupils consolidate at Larger Glengarry DHS. Logistics are better, being within the town & close
proximity to small business & available sports centres, which can also create employment for students.

10/28/2016 8:08 AM

215 As a long-time English Public School tax supporter, I am shocked by the lack of communication with the communities
of Glengarry and the unacceptable timelines to be imposed. Glengarry is a community that works together, and would
work innovatively with the UCDSB to find a solution to utilize the buildings (and help pay running expenses) so that
students can continue to benefit from education in LOCAL schools within manageable busing distances. At this time
there is NO PUBLIC MEETING IN GLENGARRY COUNTY BETWEEN THE SCHOOL BOARD AND THE
COMMUNITY. The nearest are in Cornwall or North Stormont. Representatives from the School Board need to come
to Glengarry itself and listen to what the populace has to say.

10/27/2016 3:34 PM

216 First of all, I DO NOT SUPPORT ANY RECOMMENDATIONS! But If we had to we would choose that Maxville and/or
S.J McLeod consolidate with Laggan.

10/26/2016 9:30 PM
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217 I do not support the draft to close GDHS. I believe that having a local school in glengarry is essential to keep some
kids, that are already lacking motivation, attending school. Adding an extra long bus ride everyday will certainly
discourage kids. Living in a rural communtity we are already dealing with lower levels of education than urban
communties. I can see no good coming from this plan. The goverment must decide to cut in other domains!

10/26/2016 8:55 PM

218 I think it is important to keep GDHS open. With implications for closing both school in Glengarry County, this will result
in students attending schools quite far from where they live. Although it is ideal to keep both Glengarry and Char-Lan
open, realistically it might only make sense to keep the one. I think with that it makes sense to keep GDHS open not
only for the school building itself, but for the resources available close by in the community as well. Although GDHS is
not a large school, the learning resources available to students here are vast.

10/26/2016 6:55 PM

219 Ministry should be looking at consolidations of school boards. 4 boards are too many to deal with a dwindling
population and give good education. Quebec has already done this. Collapse to two boards likely by Catholic and
public. We should be looking at sharing space in rural areas not building for four boards . The result is that rural
schools will have no schools at some point in the future. The other idea would be to have a single rural board that
dealt with all rural schools in the area. In the area I have heard many people say they will switch boards before they
send their kids to Cornwall or on a one hour or more bus trip. not working with the other boards may end up reducing
the numbers in the public boards. People who live in rural area more and more are those who have chosen to live
here, not just farm population that have always been here. People want their children educated away from the city. It
is important to note that on the ground level people care less about the different boards. It is at the staffing level where
people fear for their jobs that the war goes on.

10/26/2016 9:42 AM

220 Rural schools are part of the lifeblood of rural communities. 10/25/2016 11:23 PM

221 Mega schools are not better, nor are long school bus rides. Long bus rides are not beneficial to quality of student life
(students have to wake even earlier), nor contribute to safety. (See research on best learning practices and sleep
patterns for teenagers). South Glengarry students will no doubt drive on the 401. Very dangerous. Bad for the
environment to have those busses on the road. VKH high school is bursting at the seams. Renovate would
necessitate another school being constructed to accommodate new students and students who are currently in
portables. The board should consider how GHS is full (TR Leger and the archives). GDS vital to the life of Alexandria.
Demographics indicate population is in Alexandria area versus cow fields where Tagwi is located. Cut administration.
Hire teachers. Amalgamate school boards. 4 boards is a ridiculous waste of money. We are a secular country, why do
taxpayers pay for catholic educations and not Jewish, Mennonite, Muslim etc. Religion should be an elective and
include all faiths or none.

10/25/2016 10:37 PM

222 There are key pieces of information that are not available. GDHS has viable tenants using space at the school. What is
the # of student bodies that would alter the viability status for this school. There is an entire classroom dedicated to
some very special needs students but there don't appear to be any concessions for them in the way that the
calculations are made. You are said to promote "Education For All" but it is not obvious that this is true. Glengarry has
a catchment that has more than it's share of poverty, illiteracy, and learning barriers and yet it continues to match
other schools in assessment scores and graduation rates. Super schools are not the only answer. I feel that the
demise of GDHS will be a terrible mistake that has been plotted by those who know nothing about education. Why not
bring students from both VCI and Tagwi to Glengarry by altering boundaries? Our feeder school could be altered as
well. But first we need to know what the student capacity # really is.

10/25/2016 10:11 PM

223 Although I have NOT given you any ideas to improve your recommendations, I have decided to share what I DO want
to come out of this ludicrous plan: Do NOT close our school. Do NOT add bussing time to the kids's days. Do NOT let
the kids drop out of school. Do NOT eliminate important small communities. Large schools do NOT help kids learn.

10/25/2016 9:45 PM

224 One Glengarry HS or k-12 school. 10/25/2016 9:26 PM

225 I do not support the closing of this close because it will hurt the town of alexandria, it won't allow high school kids to
be on time for there part-time jobs, it would hurt local small business at lunch time. It's going to hurt the small town of
alexandria. A suggestion is to close the schools that aren't really in town.

10/25/2016 9:14 PM
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226 Just to clarify, I don't support the DRAFT recommendations for this feeder group of schools at all BUT I do have an
alternative suggestion at the time. Let's set something straight first. This survey was designed to fail or discourage
those who don't support the DRAFT recommendations; there is no option to say that you don't support the
recommendations AND have an alternative. People who have an alternative to the recommendations could also
support them or be neutral to them. This section of the survey asks what we would do to improve the
recommendations, but it's tacitly written to say that it's not an alternative. You need to reconsider the bias that you built
into this survey. Would it not be possible to rent some of the surplus space? You could use it as a storage facility with
contracts for 8-12 months so if there's an influx of students, you could have the classrooms back to manage the
increase in students. You could potentially make office space there, as well as space for tutoring or community
services. I understand your concern is about student safety when it comes to these recommendations, and to that
regard, I don't know enough about what is available to schools for that purpose to provide you with a recommendation;
however, as a board of education, I'm sure your knowledge runs deeper than mine on that issue and you can channel
the creativity that you try to stimulate in the children that learn at your schools to think of a good solution. It would be
far better than shutting these schools down and breaking the sense of community of future generations, ultimately
leading them to never return permanently to their communities and lose part of who they are.

10/25/2016 8:31 PM

227 GDHS is a vital high school in Glengarry County. The direct links with the community is important for parents and
students. As it was I lived 20 km from the school growing up and had a 50 min bus ride. Imagine if I had to go Tagwai
or into Cornwall. The distance would have been excessive and to be frank I would have switched to Holy Trinity as that
would be the closest option and preferable to the public schools in Cornwall. Charlan should have been closed and
the boundaries changed to support GDHS and the people of Glengarry county. Also many extracurricular activities
take place in Alexandria, not all school related, minor hockey, dancing, volunteering at hospital, etc and GDHSs
location makes it easy for students to undertake their other activities with less of a burden on parents having to travel
to their acxhool to pick them up and drive to them to another town. As a child growing up in the country, GDHS offered
me the possibility of undertaking those activities without a high burden on my parents.

10/25/2016 8:02 PM

228 Not put our children on a bus for over an hour to get to Tagwi. 10/25/2016 4:38 PM

229 Allow the GDHS to stay open with TR Leger, Encore & Glengarry Archives acknowledged as being in the building &
supporting the high school in maintenance, etc.

10/25/2016 8:24 AM

230 Have a look at what accommodations can be made to have GDHS as the feeder school. It is in a very populated areas
and the economic benefits of keeping this school in this community far outweigh the alternative. I believe this angle
needs to be looked at.

10/23/2016 10:22 PM

231 Realize that closing Glengarry District Highschool is extremely detrimental to our children's involvement in this
Community. It will rob them of opportunities for after school employment, impede on after school extra curricular
activities and infringe upon the unique social blessings that only a Highschool filled with like-minded peers and
educators can provide and have been providing our community for generations. Separating GDHS and ESRG (le
Relais) has come around to cause this problem

10/23/2016 6:40 AM

232 Email received: I am a retired lifetime educator in the secondary panel with the UCDSB. I am appalled at the possible
decimation of public high school education in Glengarry County. Can it really be that there will be no high school there
at all? People choose to live in rural areas. they want to live in the country and raise their children there. And now you
want to send them to a city for their high school years. Rural communities are tightly knit and function with a common
cultural thread that helps cement a vital identity. This will be lost. I give you the following thoughts to consider: *Will
anyone with children want to move into Glengarry County with no public High School to send their children to? *Will
lengthy busing be healthy for students and economical for the Board? *Combined schools means fewer student
exposure to all of the extra curricular enrichment activities available at all schools....drama, musicals, yearbook,
bands, clubs, sport teams. When you get rid of two schools there goes the opportunity for 72 girls to play basketball,
48 boys to play soccer, etc. It will affect thousands of students and prevent them from finding their strengths in these
areas. This is true, non-curricular enrichment that a school offers and that will now become unavailable. The
community cannot fill this enormous void. *Will going to attractive, well-funded Separate Board School's be an inviting
alternative to the public system? Just who wins in this scenario? Sounds like a shoot-yourself-in-the-foot scenario to
me. *Glengarry County has a unique cultural identity for which it is widely known. As one example, both Char Land and
GDHDS celebrate St. Andrews Day each year, showcasing student talents in t Celtic expressions of music, dance and
song. This would be lost in a move to the city. I give only one example.

10/19/2016 12:42 PM
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233 Email received: As a parent whose children graduated from Glengarry District High School (or GD, as it’s commonly
known in Glengarry) and now have children of their own who attend, or will attend GD, and as a teacher who taught at
GD for almost 30 years, I feel I have to write this letter to question the Board’s thinking on the matter of closing our
high school as well as sharing some comments on the matter. Glengarry is a community school. It is, and always has
been, an integral part of living in our area. My sister attended the school the first year it opened in 1953-54 and my
grandson is attending it for the first time this year. It has been part of our family fabric for more than a half-century. Our
family is not unique in this. Many, many families have the same story. One of the benefits of the school’s location in
Alexandria is that it can tap into the local facilities easily. Students have access to and use the Curling Club ice sheets,
the local Golf Club, the Dome, the town’s swimming pool and trails as well as the other recreational facilities available.
Co-op students can walk to their placements. There are placements. Glengarry is a school with a symbiotic
relationship to Alexandria. Moving students to a school in the middle of nowhere with no nearby community, where
they can’t walk to anything seems a rather short sighted move. The Board’s own school profiles states that while the
average number of hours booked for community use in the board was 412.4 hours, Glengarry had 1251.25 hours of
community use in 2014-15. This demonstrates clearly what part Glengarry plays in community life in this are. By
contrast, Tagwi Secondary School had 360 hours, well below the Board average. I find that some of the report’s
statistics are misleading, even deceptive. The School Capacity for Glengarry fails to consider the fact that a part of the
school is used for other purposes. T.R. Leger Alternative School has facilities there as well as the Glengarry Archives
and Encore. These use almost 20 percent of the classrooms in the school. Rent is paid for the ones not board-related.
This fact is not acknowledged anywhere in the report even though it does affect the percentage of utilization of the
building, the per pupil utilities cost, etc. The report quotes the Ministry as determining that there are 925 pupil places in
the school. I would defy the minister of Education to come and attempt to cram 925 students into that building. At one
time perhaps, but not today. I hope your board will ponder this closure more fully. I think you will find that many tax
payers in Glengarry have stronger ties to GDHS than they do to your board. Thanks to the Ministry’s largesse, there
are options for them. Close Glengarry and you may find your board will lose many of it students and will definitely lose
many of its tax paying supporters.

10/18/2016 5:10 PM

234 Email received: GLENGARRY, UNITE: SOS (SAVE OUR SCHOOLS) According to an Upper Canada District School
Board report entitled “Building for the Future: Pupil Accommodation Review”, Glengarry District High School would
close in a near future and its students, accommodated by Vankleek Hill Collegiate in Vankleek Hill and by Tagwi
Secondary School near Avonmore. Should the recommendations outlined in the UCDSB’s report “Building for the
Future: Pupil Accommodation Review” to close GDHS , along with Char-Lan DHS, become a reality, the county of
Glengarry would be left with no secondary public schools within its jurisdiction since , the suggested accommodating
schools, VCI, in Vankleek-Hill, and Tagwi SS, are located respectively in Prescott-Russell and Stormont. Should
GDHS close, the biggest town in the county of Glengarry, Alexandria, would be deprived of its long standing
institution, originally AHS, now, GDHS, which has stood, in one form or another, for more than a century, producing
worthy citizens of different cultures, different nationalities, who have gone on to become productive citizens. Should
GDHS close, its closure would put a strain on local businesses since students would no longer go downtown to buy
treats, and their parents , no longer shop downtown as they come to pick up their children after school activity
practices. Not only would there be short term repercussions , but long term ones as well. When prospective buyers
look into settling into a new community, one of the first criteria that they focus upon, is the availability of good schools.
Not only would we not attract new people, but we would lose some as well, since a school closure would also force
some of the school personnel to have to move. Should GDHS close, students , who benefit from after school
employment at different local businesses, would have to forfeit this privilege, since the recommended accommodating
schools could not provide these opportunities. Should GDHS close, the Co-op program which provides students with
an opportunity to taste the working world would most probably have to be dropped since in order to be successful, the
businesses and institutions providing the placement need to be nearby to allow the student to walk to their working
site. The two recommended accommodating schools would not be able to offer such a program , at least not as easily,
due to their location. Should Glengarry DHS students have to travel to Tagwi and VCI, hundreds of thousands of extra
dollars would have to be spent in bus transportation to accommodate this change, not to mention the length of time
these students would have to spend travelling . By the time they would reach school, their ability to concentrate would
already be diminished . If one of the goals of this review is to save money and to fill empty spaces, why is the report
suggesting building new additions (Vankleek Hill Collegiate Institute, Roxmore Public School, Willianstown Public),
when there already is existing space. Also, one never knows what the repercussion might be from disgruntled parents
and students. After all, in our small community, don’t we have the choice of four different school boards ? This
problem did not occur overnight. The solution, consequently, should not be rushed The educational, social, financial,
and cultural repercussions are too high. It should involve more consultation and a more equitable distribution of these
proposed changes among all municipalities and communities within the Board’s jurisdiction. Our Glengarry students
are not chess pieces to be shuffled for a quick fix.

10/18/2016 5:08 PM
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235 Email received: As a parent of two UCDSB students and one future student, I feel obliged to write this letter to both
share my observations, and question the Board’s thinking, as it relates to the possible plan to close Glengarry District
High School. As you are no doubt aware, GDHS is a popular school with much history in terms of academics, the arts,
culture and athletic achievements. It is a school that has continually “hit above its weight class” in virtually every
aspect of the high school experience. Over the years since I began my studies at GDHS in 1987, the school has
produced a disproportionate number of champion concert bands, a remarkably high number of OFSAA Gold and
Silver medal soccer teams, track and field teams that have distinguished themselves at the regional and provincial
level not to mention the many students, far too many to count, who have been academic scholars and have gone on to
be doctors, engineers, lawyers, musicians, teachers and who have made a profound contribution to their fields and
society. Indeed, I challenge the Board to identify a school of any size in this region with a comparable record of
accomplishment over the past 30 years. GDHS has a record of achievement and reputation that would be the envy of
schools three times its size in one of the large city boards of Ottawa or even Toronto. Notwithstanding the school’s
history and the good citizens it has, and continues to graduate, the school is located in Alexandria, the economic and
social centre of the county. GDHS is an important part of the fabric of Alexandria and has been for many years.
Alexandria is where residents of the surrounding townships of Lochiel, Kenyon, Lancaster and parts of Charlottenburgh
come to do their banking, to see their doctor or dentist, to buy their groceries, etc. It is inconceivable that a dynamic
and growing town like Alexandria would not have the community high school! The notion of closing an exceptional
school like GDHS and then busing children out of these municipalities, indeed out of the county, to attend high school
somewhere else where they have no connection to the community beggars belief! The plan, at best, seems ill- ‐
considered and, at worst, amounts to an attack on rural public education in Ontario. I sincerely hope the Board will
take some time for reflection in the coming days and then scrap this plan. The UCDSB is not the only school board
operating schools in this county and I can promise you that the average citizen, myself included, has a far deeper
connection to this county than the school board his son or daughter happens to be a part of. You will lose many of
these students if you move forward with the closure of GDHS. I appreciate your attention to this matter and I am
available at your leisure should you wish to discuss my comments, or the matter before us, further.

10/18/2016 5:08 PM

236 Email received: I'm at a loss with this report that was released and voted on to close the high schools in Glengarry,
change boundaries for elementary schools. My children are just starting in school and we moved back to North
Glengarry from South, so that my children could attend Laggan P.S. like I had and go to GDHS for high school. These
schools are a part of our community and cared for by our community. The UCDSB has many less advantages to offer
it students when compared to the Catholic or French Boards, we put our children in these schools, because we know
the teachers, we know the schools and they're close to home. If GDHS were to close or Laggan, I know for myself my
children will switch boards, and a lot of other people feel this way as well. These are community schools supported by
our community and if you decide to close them and bus children out of their communities, why would we stay with this
board. If you want to build for our future and our children's future than build a new school in Alexandria for GDHS to
accommodate the children you will actually have, build a smaller school that will fit the grades 7-12 nicely. It's
despicable to hear a proposal that would see children on busses for well over an hour each way back and forth from
school. You are creating longer days for children just getting back and forth from school. Bigger schools, longer days,
longer commutes, less sleep, less time for homework, after school sports, jobs, you will inevitably be increasing
anxiety and depression issues in our youth. The number of children that play sports or volunteer or have after school
jobs in Alexandria, what about them. What happens to all of our kids extracurricular activities. Glengarry is a strong
community and an active community. People move to the area and commute to bigger cities so that their children can
go to smaller rural schools, people do not want super schools. I hope this proposal is voted down and if changes need
to be made and schools updated you build a modest size high school in Alexandria for the children on North
Glengarry and South. If you follow through with your plan as it is now you will see a huge decrease in your enrollment
as a large number of our children will likely switch boards.

10/18/2016 5:07 PM

237 Proposal is limited for Glengarry as feeder school considered is limited to Char-lan. In fact, a high number of students
with French language rights and attending French elementary schools also attend Glengarry. Closure of this school
would not result in reallocation within the UCDSB but rather a choice by parents and students en made to remain in
Alexandria and choose the French - language school.

10/17/2016 3:58 PM

238 Shipping a LOT of students all the way to Vankleekhill is insane. Some rural students already have very long bus
rides, sending them out there is longer. Additionally, you are breaking up a community, this is not like you are closing
one school in a community with the intention of using another in the same community, you are basically telling the tax
payers of one community that they and their children are less important than those of another, smaller community.
Also, both communities are very different, residents of Vankleekhill tend to view themselves more as fringe Québec
residents, while residents of Alexandria are solidly Ontario residents. If you don't think that will adversely affect the
harmony within the school, you are sorely mistaken.

10/15/2016 10:24 AM

239 Kids grandmother is blocks away from GDHS, which helps enormously with after school programs, and child care as
both my husband and I work extended hours, I myself work in Ottaw. The students contribute greatly to the economy
of Alexandria, and community spirit/enhancements!

10/15/2016 9:23 AM
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240 Closing a country high school is a big mistake. Country children get a much different educational experience than city
children The country community is close-knit, and the school is the center of each community. This shows the board's
lack of understanding of the social make up on these schools. Not only that, it's ridiculous to think of busing kids to
either Cornwall of VCI - this is going to impact not only their sleep (spending up to 90 minutes on a bus twice a day),
but how often they can participate in extra curricular activities, see friends, etc. GDHS is the HEART of the Alexandria
community and should not be closed just to stuff children into other schools for then to become overpopulated. It's
very disappinting to see how everything is about money these days instead of quality of education.

10/15/2016 8:31 AM

241 Glengarry closing means choosing a bus ride that will be over 1.5 hrs. In both directions for my children as we are
located in the middle. But are 10 mins from Glengarry DHS.

10/15/2016 6:59 AM

242 It will be very hard for new residents to decide to move to this area if the town doesn't have a school and hey have to
be bussed an hour away .A town without a school will become a ghost town

10/15/2016 6:10 AM

243 Keep Glengarry open, it is an incredible school with too many opportunities to name, would be a big mistake to close
it.

10/14/2016 11:49 PM

244 Given the distance, I would not recommend GD closing as bus rides to VCI or Cornwall would be too long. Also
Tagwa does not offer areas close to a town for students to do co-op learning.

10/14/2016 8:15 PM

245 This is way too far to bus our children! Why can't GDHD remain open and perhaps house an elementary school? Or
why can't Char-LAN and GDHS amalgamate?

10/14/2016 8:07 PM

246 If insisting on shutting down Charlan, why not ship students to GD, as it would increase student population at GD.
Alexandria is a central area with many opportunities for students in co-op jobs and allowing them to have part-time
positions at after school jobs. Also, many students between Charlan and GD are friends, so combining the 2 schools
wouldn't be as terrible as shutting both schools down and forcing students be thrown into new schools, possibly
separated from all of their friends.

10/14/2016 7:32 PM

247 I believe that there needs to be one high school in Glengarry County in order for rural youth to have equal opportunity
for positive educational experience and for best outcome of the students. I truly believe that Glengarry District has
more to offer to it's students due to the surroundings around it and close proximity to so many valuable resources
which would help to enrich the student learning experience. In order for this to be in the students best interest there
NEEDS to be an English high school in Glengarry County. A consideration to bring students from Char-Lan to GDHS
would improve the recommendations and meet the needs of rural students.

10/14/2016 7:25 PM

248 See question 4 Again- kids need more options for course selection which can only happen in larger populated
schools... This can happen in 450-600 students... You don't need a school of 1000 to make programming better A new
Cornwall school would be great in terms of choice for parents... Having competition for HT and possibly a new SjSs
would be necessary- but I don't think a School of such large numbers will attract parents. HT is attractive because it
sits at approx 550 students.

10/14/2016 7:21 PM

249 Both Tagwi and VCI are not within North Glengarry. Both schools do not have a community surrounding it that is able
to support the increased student numbers with respect to co-op placements, after hour employment opportunities.
Neither schools offer the ability for students to walk to school or to easily access extra curricular activities without
transportation. Also, neither school fosters community involvement within North Glengarry, where our children reside.
Recommendations to close GDHS is based on a 945 student space, the Glengarry Archives renting space, TR Leger
with allotted space and UCDSB renting space has not been taken into consideration.

10/14/2016 6:52 PM

250 Don't agree with the whole thing. 10/14/2016 6:37 PM

251 Possibly send students from charlan to Gd as Gd is a bigger school and can accomodate. 10/14/2016 6:19 PM

252 I don't support closing GDHS as that's the centre of our community and would impact our kids extra curricular
activities.

10/14/2016 6:05 PM

253 Extend Glengarry's boundaries to take in the overflow of VCI, making room there to have the grade 7&8 from PCPS.
Put French immersion in SJ so they can take back their students from Williamstown... Save money on busing and
building. Gain students who have left the board to go to the catholic board. Take off the built in portables in Maxville
thus leaving them without "empty spaces". Take into consideration the fact that GDHS has not got the empty spaces
reported.... Outside the board occupants ...like Wynn would like to see you do

10/14/2016 5:37 PM

254 Bring overpopulated Cornwall schools to Chsr-Lan, moving the boundary for overpopulated VCI to GDHS and overflow
from Char-Lan to GDHS or amalgamate school boards to one and move GDHS students to the new Le Relais.

10/14/2016 5:23 PM

255 If there is space available at this school use extra space for daycare or play schools where generated revenue can
offset building expenses.

10/14/2016 4:28 PM

57 / 90

2016-17 UCDSB Building for the Future Pupil Accommodation Review Online Survey



256 I am just wondering if you have looked into the enrolment at St Finnan's and Terre Des Jeunes elementary schools in
Alexandria and wonder why they don't go to their corresponding high schools Hoky Trinity and L'heritage both in
Cornwall. My children went to these grade schools and chose to go to GD because they wanted to go to school in
their community and not in Cornwall!!!

10/14/2016 4:13 PM
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Q34 If you indicated in Q3. that you have an
alternative to the Draft Recommendations,

please use this space to describe your
alternative(s) in greater detail.

Answered: 289 Skipped: 550

# Responses Date

1 I believe that amalgamation of elementary and secondary schools is a better alternative. It would reduce bussing costs,
as well as time spent on buses by students. As a parent of a special needs child, I having already taken my child out of
the Catholic board, because the bus ride for high school was far too long. My other children have been able to get
valuable job experience through the co op program, and were only able to do so because GDHS is located within a
thriving community, where they could walk from school, to their placements and back. I think if elementary students
went from k-12 they would benefit from more space, shops, and a building sense of community and school pride! So
much better than tearing our community apart!

2/2/2017 3:53 PM

2 Fundraising ideas: - BBQ -car wash -silent auction (alot of local business will more than likely be willing to put
something in) - sports teams -volleyball - basketball -soccer - hockey, etc... -crafters - the list can go on.......

2/2/2017 3:47 PM

3 Perhaps the excess space in the schools could be used for another purpose, thus triggering some alternative funding.
Library space? Continuing education programs? Apprenticeships? Space for charitable organizations? (Big
Brothers/Big Sisters, Young Achievers, United Way...)

2/2/2017 3:45 PM

4 We (myself and my wife) retired to Alexandria from out west because we were impressed by the many advantages
available locally and regionally. We have always allocated our taxes to public schools. As a result of this debate, we
sense that the future of Alexandria as a vibrant community is in doubt. The first failure will be the loss of GDHS.
Eventually all school boards which presently operate schools in Alexandria will consolidate to areas of higher density
as a natural response to budgetary pressure. You have to be aware that the scope of the Accommodation Review is
artificial where the existence of any single town is threatened. Instead of offering up what we have come to see as the
quintessentially Canadian community of any we have known in five provinces to the dull budget axe, the UCDSB must
instead direct its energy to the unification or to the cooperation of the school boards affecting Alexandria (and other
communities) so that resources are pooled for the development of infrastructure, transportation, etc.

2/2/2017 3:44 PM

5 Since Glengarry DHS can house a larger amount of students, why not join CharLan and Glengarry together in
Alexandria. At least we would still have one country school close to us. We live in between Glengarry and CharLan
and refuse to send our children to Tagwi or VCI - I will not have my children sit on a bus for hours. We will simply
choose to send out children to the Catholic school board or French Catholic to avoid absurd bus times.

2/1/2017 7:50 PM
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6 Letter received: Glengarry DHS in Alexandria most emphatically SHOULD NOT be closed. From the prospective of
both a parent & a taxpayer, closing GDHS is not a good working solution for the financial/excess student space issues
the UCDSB finds itself struggling with. The Glengarry Solution sees GDHS as an ideal site for consolidation, not
closure. Consolidating students to GDHS will solve many issues for the UCDSB. Char-Lan DHS could be close, & a
large portion of Char-Lan pupils affected moved to GDHS. These students & their parents would be warmly welcomed
& able to enjoy an excellent education in a small town/rural community alongside others whom share similar values.
This would allow Williamstown Public Elementary School to move to the current Char-Lan location. It must be noted
that the current Char-Lan DHS site is an ideal location for an elementary school, as there is an arena, municipal park
with splash pad, soccer fields & a baseball diamond, all located within a short walking distance of the school building.
This logical move would save the taxpayers & the UCDSB the cost of a very expensive re-build of the currently
outdated & over-capacity Williamstown Public, which also requires a very expensive but necessary septic system.
There is no reason why education/taxpayer dollars should be spent on a septic system when there is a way to avoid
this. Similarly, consolidating some of the students currently attending VCI to GDHS would also solve logistical &
financial issues for the UCDSB. VCI is already very close to capacity & as of yet has been unable to accommodate the
grade 7&8 students whom currently attend Pleasant Corners Public School, which it has been mandated by the
UCDSB to do. Consolidating some of the current grade 9-12 VCI pupils whom live with the UCDSB's 1 hour busing
time of GDHS would solve this issue without the cost of an expensive addition to VCI. As well, it should be noted that
the UCDSB's own PAR report mentions that such an addition at VCI would be very difficult due to geographical site
factors. Consolidation of students to GDHS would allow more young adults to have access to the myriad of
opportunities that GDHS, uniquely located in a fully bilingual town center, can provided to them. Within walking
distance of the school are a hospital, pool, arena, indoor soccer dome, curling club, golf course,recreation trails & a
French Language Cultural Centre, all of which can enhance the curriculum & provide additional opportunities for
cooperative education. As well, the medical, dental, medical laboratory & optometry services available within the
community allow young people to start handling some of their own needs in these areas gradually. This is excellent
training that helps students function well during that first year of post-secondary education when they are away from
home for the first time. If the UCDSB is honestly interested in putting the needs of its own students & the taxpayers it
is supposed to represent first, it will adopt The Glengarry Solution & consolidate students to GDHS in Alexandria, not
close it.

2/1/2017 6:49 PM

7 Keep GDHS open but make the school K-12 by incorporating the students from Laggan PS and Maxville. Those two
elementary schools already feed into GDHS at Grade 7. Merging the three for a K-12 will keep all the students in
families at the same school and will allow students continuity throughout the education. Closing GDHS is simply a
ridiculous idea. My children would then stream to VCI - that school (which does not have enough space at present to
hold them) is a 45 minute direct drive from our house. That means my children are likely to spend 2-3 hours per day
on a bus. Such a bus ride makes it impossible for them to have sufficient time for homework. It means teenagers will
not get enough sleep - something that scientific survey after scientific survey has shown affects academic
performance. In addition, the long bus ride means participation in extra-curricular activities will not happen since there
is no way I would drive that far to pick up my children; nor would my they be able to have part-time jobs. At GDHS,
which is only a 15 minute drive, both of my children have played on sports teams and gone on field trips. They would
also be able to have an after-school job that they could walk to since the surrounding community is highly developed
(unlike VCI which is surrounded by farmers' fields). Given the high rates of student debt - again the subject of much
academic research - the ability to work even 10 hours per week at minimum wage would enable them to save more
than $10,000 before they went to university. In summary, if you move my children to VCI, you damage their future
prospects. Their grades are likely to be lower; they will get less physical exercise; and you hurt their financial futures
and thereby make things like home ownership and university education more difficult. I do not understand how people
who are supposed to want our children to succeed could come up with such a disastrous plan. Finally, without an
English-language high school option in either North or South Glengarry, you reduce the property values of every home
in the counties. I, for one, am willing to have my MPAC value reassessed if GDHS is closed. That means I will pay
less in education taxes and the school board will receive less money as a result.

2/1/2017 1:53 PM

8 Listen to the community, this decision has extremely serious ramifications for the economy of the area (ie: Maxville,
Alexandria), it goes beyond the "budget" of the board. Also, Students deserve the respect, and "care" from the board
to have them learn in the community close to where the live.

1/31/2017 10:45 PM

9 See #5 above. Totally abandon the Mega-School concept for Cornwall and SD&G Counties. Mega-Schhools may
work for large urban areas BUT they are a hideous and regressive institutionalization of our children and are WRONG
for our rural communities! Designate GDHS as Community Hub School serving all of Glengarry County. Maintain
Laggan School and return Maxville School and most of the SJ McLeod School as designated feeder schools for GDHS.
Abandon the idea of transferring any Glengarry County students to VCI or any school in Cornwall. Keep our children
and students within our county for all of their education! Admit that the UCDSB is geographically too large to to
properly administer and apply to the Province to have it partitioned into 2 or 3 smaller boards that are better sized to
recognize and administer to the needs of the communities they would serve. UCDSB as it now exists has certainly
demonstrated its remoteness and lack of awareness and concerns for the communities, families and students that they
claim to represent.

1/31/2017 9:50 PM
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10 GDHS and Laggan represent two strengths in the Board. The amenities and bilingualism in Alexandria are unique to
the Board and likely the province when it comes to the bilingual experiential learning opportunities it can offer in a
small, rural community. It seems clear, judging by the reactions of Glengarry parents and students from the south of
the county to the north that it should host all Glengarry secondary school aged students. It's feeder schools should be
Williamstown in the south and Laggan in the north. Both of these elementary schools are core to their respective
communities, offer a quality education and are large enough to host the students in the north and south of the counties
respectively.

1/31/2017 7:27 PM

11 Keep the feeder schools for GDHS, also investigate renting space in schools owned by other boards. 1/31/2017 6:47 PM

12 I recommend that French language and English school board work together to reunite the school in order to create a
vibrant multi lingual school just like it was done in the past we should be looking to co- operate rather than split apart
the schools. This was done in the past and could be done again.

1/31/2017 2:47 PM

13 I do not agree with the closer of gdhs to bus students to schools in a small town and to one in a feild I feel that I. The
best interest of students the should stay in a bilingual town with acsee to lots of other things and work

1/31/2017 1:31 PM

14 I believe the Glengarry solution where GDHS becomes a host school makes the most sense. It is central, has more to
offer than even schools in Cornwall can offer to their students. For example, the curling club in Cornwall would be an
awfully long walk from both St Lawrence and CCVS and the time it would take to walk there the class period would be
ended. GDHS is located in an area that offers everything a student can imagine to have the best education possible.
In addition, it provides students with more opportunities to participate in such activities as they are within their own
community. The negative impacts on the children/youth of the draft school closures far outweigh the positives.
Actually, I struggle to even see any positives for these proposed mega schools 40+km away from where the students
reside. Everything about GDHS as a viable options the children and their education wins and that is what is important
in these decisions is the positive outcomes and results for our children/youth. The number of parents I have heard will
pull their children from the UCDSB if these closures happen is very high and I would feel confident to say a mega
school with no children/youth to fill it is not better...

1/31/2017 6:35 AM

15 Use the correct statistics for how ful GDHS. Respect the fact that TR Leger is there as well and part of the school is
rented to the Glengarry Archives. The school is not nearly as empty as we are being told. Have a relatively new
Director of Ed take time to actually visit all the impacted areas and see himself how some of these decisions will kill
communities. The board members should also have to make a tour to see what damage they might do. Most have
never been to the areas affected . Some have little or no sense of the geography of the board's area. All they know
are their own borders. I have talked to some very intelligent trustees who had no idea that our area was east of
Cornwall and not west. It's also interesting to note that the Board Chairman's area is the least affected one. I wonder
why??

1/30/2017 7:48 PM

16 I believe it makes sense to close SJ at this time. I do not however, support in any way the closure of GDHS. If char lan
does indeed close this year, I believe changing the boundaries to include char lan students (those that live in the north
eastern areas) to attend GD as opposed to sending these students to Cornwall. I also believe other students not in the
north eastern boundaries of Char lan should be given the option to be bussed to GD as opposed to only Cornwall. I
think it's important for these students to have the option to be able to attend a rural school.

1/30/2017 7:40 PM

17 Maintain at least one high school in Glengarry, preferably GDHS, moving students from South Glengarry to the north,
and make GDHS a K-12 school.

1/30/2017 4:29 PM

18 If it is necessary to shut down some schools, if needed shut down Charlan and send the students there to GD. This
will increase the number of students at Glengarry, and a lot of the students are already friends and would not be
shoved into a much larger school where they know basically no one.

1/30/2017 4:19 PM

19 I would like all school to remain open, and for the ministry to change the funding formula for rural schools. It doesn't
make sense to split Glengarry in 2, send some kids to Tagwi( 50 km away), only to divide Tagwi in 2 and send kids to
Cornwall, all so ccvs gets bigger and you can build a super school. These small communities already have their own
local super school, that each community loves and is the heart of each community. Not everyone wants a super
school. Bigger is not better, we need community schools!!!

1/30/2017 4:11 PM

20 Increase the boundaries and have students come and experience the French education that in is Alexandria. Increase
the boundaries and have students come to have a red seal on their diploma from one of our many SHSMs. Increase
the boundaries and have students still express their Scottish culture. Increase the boundaries and give students many
more co-op opportunities. Increase the boundaries and have students come to Glengarry DHS.

1/29/2017 6:56 PM

21 close nearby schools and bring them to Glengarry, such as Tagwi and Char-lan 1/29/2017 6:49 PM

22 Glengarry solution and bring students from all over to GDHS so that they can experience the Alexandria Advantage 1/29/2017 6:45 PM

23 Make glengarry a host school and take students from; Char-lan, Tagwi, and enough from VCI so they can finally move
their 7 and 8 over to the high school from PCPS.

1/29/2017 6:42 PM
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24 My suggestion is to merge GD with Charlan DHS. I feel that this way we do not have to actually close the school, and
the students still get a country school instead of being sent to cornwall.

1/28/2017 10:21 AM

25 Job creation to bring more families into the area 1/27/2017 1:38 PM

26 I suppot the Glengarry soulation 1/27/2017 9:56 AM

27 Keep Glengarry open. It was over 1000 students back in the day and we can get close to that if we change the
boundary and have Glengarry a host school.More programing will fallow with more stutdents

1/27/2017 9:54 AM

28 Glengarry should be a host school for Char-lan and for some of the students from Tagwi that live on the south side of
the 138. The new boundaries line should be from the Qubec Broder from the 417 to the 138 all the way down to the
401.

1/27/2017 9:48 AM

29 Glengarry soulation and change the bondies 1/27/2017 9:44 AM

30 I would like to see our population expand so we, as students, would enjoy a greater selection of programs. I truly
believe that Glengarry would be the perfect school to host other schools. Alexandria has so much more to offer. It has
all kinds of co-op opportunities. Tagwi and VCI have very little to offer students. Tagwi is in the middle of no where. If
Glengarry is closed, I will not be attending Tagwi.

1/23/2017 1:27 PM

31 Centralize in Alexandria 1/22/2017 7:18 PM

32 I support the efforts of the Glengarry SOS committee. I think the town of Alexandria is the perfect place to host
students from other areas. Alexandria has everything you could possibly ask for in a community. Sending us to Tagwi
or VCI are a very poor options for students. These two communities offer little or nothing compared to Alexandria. With
the consolidation of CharLan, parts of Tagwi and Parts of VCI, students gain access to a greater selection of courses
and co-op opportunities.

1/21/2017 2:40 PM

33 I think the most logical solution is to merge CharLan into Glengarry where the students can maintain their rural roots
while benefiting from all of the resources and amenities that the town of Alexandria. I think Tagwi offers very little to
students. As a matter of opinion I would recommend that students currently attending Tagwi would also be better
served in the town of Alexandria. Vankleekhill is certainly not a viable option for our students., it lacks the amenities
and bilingual opportunities currently offered in Alexandria. Please consider making Glengarry District High School a
host school for consolidation.

1/21/2017 2:25 PM

34 Glengarry is a solution not a closure potential. It is a school that has access to many resources within the community,
programming is second to none, athletics are comptitive and the building is clean and well-maintained. The excess
space is rented out to community and otjer space is used by the UCDSB maintenance departments. The distance that
students would need to travel is excessive. If necessary, chnage boundaries and place Tagwi students between RO,
NDDHS and GDHS since it is not supported in a community.

1/20/2017 11:31 PM

35 Please make Glengarry a host school for consolidation. I support the Glengarry Solution! 1/20/2017 4:15 PM

36 I am a business owner in the town of Alexandria. I am very concerned about the viability of my business should
Glengarry District High School face closure. In the past year I have invested over $400000 into upgrading my
business. I fully support the the good people of the Glengarry SOS committee and their goal to make GDHS a host
school for consolidation. Alexandria offers everything a school needs to succeed. It is my hope the school board will
see the merits of Alexandria and all of the services, amenities, and opportunities it offers for the future well being of the
Upper Canada School Board.

1/20/2017 4:13 PM

37 I am urging the Upper Canada school board to make Glengarry District High School into a host school for
consolidation. Should the board decide to close CharLan, please consider a consolidation of CharLan into Glengarry.
While these changes are being made, please consider expanding the GD border west to include all of Glengarry
County including Maxviile and Apple Hill and west. Glengarry District High School found in the growing town of
Alexandria is the logical place to consolidate schools. I support the Glengarry Solution!

1/20/2017 3:56 PM

38 I am a student and I am finding it difficult to get all of my prerequisites for university. I will be forced to take two
courses on line. The school board has said that the review was about programming. I truly believe that consolidation
of schools must occur sooner than later. I think Glengarry should remain open as a host school for the consolidation of
CharaLan, the eastern boundary of Tagwi, and the southern boundary from VCI. Alexandria is the central town that
can provide students will all the amenities and services required to run a modern school.

1/20/2017 8:42 AM

39 Glengarry DHS boarder, when I attended school here went all the way to Lancaster, Bainsville area and along the
Quebec boarder. Maxville was also in our boarder. Boundaries were changed and GDHS we never gained any areas
back. GDHS is a large school that could accommodate other schools in it with out having to build. It is centrally
located as well. Alexandria offers students may activities that are all walking distance: Indoor and outdoor soccer
fields, running track, indoor and outdoor tennis courts, an arena, baseball diamonds, curling rink, hospital, swimming
pool, lake for canoeing, skating, hiking/nature trails, golf course, parks with playground and skate park. There many
opportunities for cooperative educations and after school employment. The community is bilingual and the students are
also able to celebrate their Scottish Heritage.

1/19/2017 3:12 PM
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40 Keep the elementary schools open and consolidate a few of the high schools. Tagwi is so central that it should be one
to remain open. People living in rural areas want to stay and go to RURAL schools. Rural schools offer a different
atmosphere than the city schools. I was happy for my children to attend rural schools and will see that my
grandchildren will too. Hopefully that will still be with UCDSB IF there are still rural schools to attend in our community.

1/18/2017 9:50 AM

41 Alternative solution. Do not close Glengarry District High School. Recommendation to close Tagwi Secondary School
instead. A school built in the middle of nowhere, with a lack of pupil benefit from it's surrounding community, a void of
pupil involvement or pupil skills development opportunities in the immediate neighbourhood. Large run costs for that
high school. Large busing requirements with no access for children to walk, bike, or roller blade to school. No
surrounding community sports or recreation facilities. No water sports facilities. No emergency care nearby for sick or
injured children. No after school employment opportunities. Children from the South & West portions of Tagwi's
boundary could be relocated to Cornwall & Ingleside area high schools (satisfying their needs for pupil growth).
Children from the North & East portions of that boundary could be relocated to Glengarry District High School - a much
better suited community for a high school. Further, no additional expense would be required to accommodate students
at Glengarry District High School from Tagwi. The alternative, moving GDHS students to VCI requires the building
more portables at VCI to potentially accommodate GDHS student relocations. Portable's for education is not a logical
alternative to the current school space available at GDHS. It also is not a responsible approach to public finance
management.

1/17/2017 8:26 AM

42 The community of Alexandria has so much to offer... it's the francophone heart of the area... glengarry district should
be considered as THE school where students can come, experience wonderful coop opportunities...

1/16/2017 9:00 PM

43 The Glengarry Solution. With Glengarry District High School rich in rural roots, I see GDHS continuing with the hard
work it has done in the past to generate future graduates. GDHS already has a fantastic co-op program, French
immersion program already in place, the grades 7/8's already at the GDHS location, shops, computer rooms, science
labs, library/learning commons, music room, many classrooms, and three gyms. With the high school located in
Alexandria, students that live on area farms are able to continue with their chores before and after school. Those
students that don't live on farms can obtain part-time jobs with various businesses in the town. They would be able to
walk to their job and more than likely, practise their French that they are learning at school with their customers. With
three gyms already at the school, they are able to host many tournaments and use the gyms to 'keep things moving
along' to complete the tournament in one day. Wouldn't want more bussing costs for another day. It could be the 7/8's
hosting or even the 5/6's knowing that this is their school they will be coming to. With GDHS situated where it is, the
French Immersion program is vital to the school and community. They are preparing their students to converse with
others in French. Within the town, there are many resources. There is the indoor dome, arena for skating or hockey,
golf course, curling club, park with four soccer fields, tennis courts, play structure, and water area, public library, lake,
indoor pool at the hospital, trails for running, cross country skiing and snowshoeing areas, baseball diamond and
another soccer field....ALL within walking distance! WOW, what other town can boast all these extras? That's also just
amenities that the school can use, what about all the businesses in town? Bank, shops, gas stations, restaurants etc?
Perhaps the borders need to be realigned to represent the true Glengarry District. Should the border be where the
border is for the area? Should all Maxville students go to GDHS instead of Tagwi since Maxville is in Glengarry
County? If borders are not true to the area, perhaps the border for Glengarry District can go North more to bring some
VCI students in and then the there would be enough room for the grade 7/8's to go to VCI. That is a fairly new school
and there isn't enough room for them. Perhaps Char-Lan could attend GDHS. Why wasn't that an option? Rural
families WANT rural schools. Why is the board assuming that Char-Lan would automatically attend a school in
Cornwall? If a family wanted to go to a school in the city, they would of lived there. There is a reason why rural
residents want their children to go to a rural school. Perhaps Alexandria can offer Char-Lan students the same
benefits that GDHS students receive. If Cornwall wants their 'mega school', amalgamate the Cornwall schools, don't
bring in students from the country to help them gather a larger number. In moving all these students around and
having longer bussing times, I'm afraid the UCDSB will not be having their forecasted rate of having a 90% graduation
rate by the year 2020! There will be more students dropping out. Since my child has had the benefit of French
Immersion, I would switch boards and have them attend the French School in the town. I would NOT have them travel
for hours on a bus if I were to keep them in the UCDSB. In doing that, it would be the same distance to travel, still be
in their rural environment, they are still getting lessons in French, they would be able to keep a part-time job, would be
able to continue playing on the sports teams and their life would continue to be stable. My child's wellness is of the
upmost importance to me.

1/16/2017 3:55 PM
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44 In the case of GDHS - there is already space in this school that is being used by an Adult Education provider (TR
Leger) and the Glengarry Archives. I am not fully aware of the details such as rent, heating bills etc of this use, but it
is already in place and demonstrates the potential for schools with unused space to be used for the other uses. Think
of the potential opportunities with having an adult education school and a high school share a space. A shared
program of students helping adults to read or do Math could be implemented, thus enriching the learning opportunity
for both student populations. As well, there is income opportunity here for the UCDSB to offset the lack of funding for
the Ministry. There could be other opportunities such as renting out the gymnasiums to the community - again, I know
that there are insurance and janitorial issues here - but these should be NEGOTIATED not just used as a road-block to
ultimately better rural planning. Entering into talks with local municipality offices to resolve these issues and using the
facilities that we have will help. I encourage you to SCRUTINIZE the data for GDHS. If the rumours that the space of
the 3 gymnasiums was calculated as empty student space as well as the space currently used by TR Leger and the
Glengarry Archives, are true - then there is far LESS unused space in GDHS than the initial staff report would
indicate. Also, embrace CURRENT enrollment, population and birth data as opposed to an outdated report that does
not reflect the stabilization and in some cases growth of children and students. As a public Board, you are obligated to
consider the impact on the communities you serve with any decisions you make as per the Rural Planning Act (?). In
the case of Alexandria, the professionals in this town enjoy the patronage of the families and students attending
GDHS by virtue of the fact, that students can attend Optometrist, Dentist, Doctor and other appointments within
walking distance or a small drive from the school. If GDHS were to close, these appointments would most likely be
made in the community where the child attended school as the time it would take a parent to pick up a child, drive
back to Alexandria for the appointment and return to the school would be prohibitive. As such, these professionals in
Alexandria would suffer a devastating blow. The group working to keep Maxville Public School open has proposed to
remove a part of the school to make the space used to calculate student spaces smaller. Perhaps this could be visited
for GDHS if absolutely necessary. The Board's hands are tied by the Ministry of Education right now and yet I know
that lobbying the Ministry for help is useless as they cannot overturn your decision. (Somewhat undemocratic) So, if
you must play their game, it seems it would be more cost-effective to make GDHS smaller than to construct an
expansion on VCI.

1/16/2017 3:52 PM

45 Email received: If a more decisive outcome is the pleasure of the Trustees and senior staff, we recommend closing
CharLan DHS and amalgamating their students into the current GDHS building. This would bring our numbers up to
amost 700, which would allow for significantly improved programming options for the combined students compared to
what is currently available. Those extra 225 spaces will be strategically valuable going forward as the Board watches
to see what the future holds for Tagwi's numbers, not to mention the situation with our co-terminus secondary
neighbours in Alexandria, Le Relais. If some form of Board consolidation comes to pass within the next ten years, I
imagine the province would be very happy to move the kids from Le Relais into Glengarry's building. Those options
cease to exist if some combination of Laggan and Maxville are moved in also. We feel it necessary to have our
borders extend to the North Glengarry's western line, past Maxville and up to the 43. It makes little sense to take the
most populous area of the former Kenyon Township and bus them outside the county to help prop up another school,
Tagwi, that would potentially have long-term viability issues due to its rural draw, and which is currently impeding the
ability to fill a high school in the growing suburban communities of South Stormont. Contrary to what was implied in
the Boards initial report, GDHS has done remarkably well from the student retention point of view when you look at all
the obstacles its been faced with coming out of the 2000's, primarily a punitive border situation relative to its
neighbours, and the flight of its formerly French Public co-tenant. We think its quite obvious that rather then being a
millstone, Alexandria offers unparalleled opportunity for the Board to set itself up effectively and efficiently for the next
30 years. Glengarry District High School is the solution. We would not recommend consolidating Laggan or Maxville
into GDHS as part of this process. We would recommend that Maxville PS, in its entirety, become part of GDHS
feeder system, whether on its own or through its closure and amalgamation into Laggan's building. Anecdotally, there
is interest amongst Laggan's parents to have a dual track with full all-day immersion/core, up to Grade 3, similar to
what is done in Toronto.

1/16/2017 3:48 PM

46 MORE TIME is needed. With the report coming out in Sept and a decision has to be decided in March, that is just
NOT enough time. This is just to quick, there are errors in reports, not enough public meetings, etc. Also, GDHS has
thought of a way to use up space. TR Leger, which is part of UCDSB, uses some of the classroom space. Another
space is also used by The Archives, which is a vital group in this area of rich history. GD is actually 'a step a head'.
Instead of letting unused space going to waste, they do have 'outside sources' using it! Even before it was suggested.
I understand that the school population is not what it once was, but to completely take out a high school in a county is
just unbelievable. Rural families need a rural school. What about our community? If the school is taken out, who will
live here? I do not think that a new school in Cornwall should be built based on having the rural students bumping up
their numbers. More time should of been given to the local schools to let them think of what changes they could do to
keep their school open.

1/15/2017 11:36 PM

47 Use the GLENGARRY SOlUTION!! 1/15/2017 11:01 PM
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48 I am a student currently attending Glengarry District High School. I was very confused to hear that I might be bussed
away from the services, amenities, and opportunities of Alexandria and sent to Tagwi. I cannot believe that the Upper
Canada School Board would be this short sighted. Tagwi is in the middle of no where. I would suggest moving the
Glengarry border to attract more of the Tagwi students. The remainder of the Tagwi students could be sent to North
Dundas. Tagwi cannot be considered the destination of the future. CharLan was almost closed in 2008 and Glengarry
borders were changed to save CharLan. CharLan should be closed and those students sent to Glengarry. VCI
students living to the North of Alexandria could also be moved to Glengarry. This would allow VCI to accommodate
the grade 7-8 s currently housed at Pleasant Corners. You can send us to Tagwi, but most of us will not go? Why
would we go to a school that offers us less than what we already have?

1/14/2017 5:50 PM

49 Make GDHS a K-12 school. Combining Laggan Public School with GDHS. Also possibly drawing students from the
several non English Public elementary schools in Alexandria to populate the school.

1/14/2017 3:52 AM

50 I am absolutely astonished that the Upper Canada District School Board has even considered closing Glengarry. The
very idea that students could be moved away from a thriving municipality and sent to Tagwi is an absolute joke.
Students will be bussed great distance away from coop opportunities and the plethora of amenities that the town of
Alexandria provides. Glengarry should be made a host school for consolidation. CharLan, the eastern border of Tagwi,
and the southern border of VCI should all be consolidated to Glengarry. A larger consolidated school in a busy
community will offer students the necessary opportunities for success.

1/13/2017 10:41 AM

51 I have already made my alternative recommendations pretty clear. 1/10/2017 3:53 PM

52 i did that in 5 as well same time. 1/10/2017 3:46 PM

53 I would recommend using GDHS as a host school for secondary school consolidation. It makes sense; it is located
centrally in Glengarry in a fairly large town that has a number of amenities that students can access for co-operative
learning, after school work, etc. It also has a strong French culture. The building is in fairly good shape; I was told
most HS don't have air conditioning but GD has air conditioning throughout the building. I don't feel that a JK-12 model
would work there- the school is set up poorly for that. There is a driveway that circles the building that is high-traffic. To
get to any fields or play areas, young kids would have to cross this driveway. I feel like that is a lawsuit waiting to
happen. Laggan seems to work for the community and the UCDSB as evidenced by their consistently high FRaser
Institute scores and fundraising numbers, not to mention the fact that they have the highest enrollment of all the
elementary schools in North Glengarry.

1/9/2017 7:41 PM

54 SEE #4 and #5 above. 1/9/2017 10:16 AM

55 See above 1/5/2017 8:22 PM

56 Glengarry District High School should remain open and become the host school. As you are NOW well aware of all the
amenities GDHS and Alexandria has to offer it is definitely a Glengarry Solution. Something we would like the board to
consider, regarding the wonderful Board initiative, to complete mandatory volunteer hours to graduate. The town of
Alexandria has the amenities, businesses, hospitals, churches, community agencies available for the students to
complete their required 40 hours. Please take into consideration the present tenants at GDHS, the Archives and T.R.
Leger, and the 3 gyms and shop, regarding the boards overestimated floor footage for GD.

1/4/2017 10:45 AM

57 GDHS + Char-lan + Eastern portion of Tagwi should combine into one new school near Alexandria On. Therefore
class sizes for high school students will increase and more courses can be offered.

12/28/2016 10:16 AM

58 Another possibility would be to close Maxville Public and consolidate with Laggan Public as well. Offering Catholic
Religious Instruction at GDHS may be a step towards attracting families from other school boards (Both English and
French Catholic). By expanding our boundaries and offering religion to those families who see this as part of a positive
asset to their children's education, we may be able to attract those families who wish to keep their children closer and
also to allow their children to have access to after school programs and jobs that are accessible by foot. Expanding
boundaries towards South Glengarry might also attract the families that will likely switch to the Catholic School Board
rather than bus their children to Cornwall.

12/20/2016 1:54 PM

59 Keep GDHS open. Give GDHS back its boundaries that were lost in 2008. Those boundaries were given to Charlan
and Tagwi in an attempt to fill their schools. It didn't work. If Vankleek Hill Collegiate Institute is over capacity for
students, perhaps you can consider extending the boundaries for GDHS into VCI's catchment area to help address
the overflow of students there.

12/19/2016 10:32 AM
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60 Consolidate with Char-Lan High School or give GDHS back their pre 2008 boundaries. Both of these alternatives will
increase the number of students in the most critical grades of 9-12 where programming improvements are needed in
order to keep students from going to the competing boards. This will eliminate surplus spaces, improve educational
programming and keep the common cultural and community elements together. It will keep the two remaining feeder
elementary schools in an ideal geographic area where each townships youngest children are best served. A K-12
solution in Alexandria would only address the issue of some surplus space being filled with no improvements to
programming and no benefits to the elementary grades. The UCDSB would lose many students in elementary grades
due to the loss of green space, perceived lack of safety and the fact Alexandria has the choice of three other
elementary schools in the area. Improving the numbers at the high school level in Glengarry County will ensure better
and more diverse programming ensuring the UCDSB is in a position to keep and attract students instead of losing
students to other boards. Alexandria, with its many services, resources and central location in the county, is the ideal
location for a consolidated high school.

12/18/2016 12:56 PM

61 The Glengarry Solution clearly outlines the amenities in Alexandria that make it an ideal place to be a host school for
consolidation, for secondary school students. Williamstown PS should become a feeder school in the south. Char-Lan
students should go to GDHS. And the elementary school students in north Glengarry should go to Laggan - a high
performing school, with strong community support and community partners. It is ideally located to not be a long bus
ride for any kid from east of Dalkeith to Maxville.

12/18/2016 7:20 AM

62 Laggan Public school needs to stay open in North Glengarry - this school is fully supported by our community and
because of the hardworking staff and volunteers as well as the community involvement, green space and healthy
learning environments, our children have excelled. It has ranked #1 with the Fraser Institute for the Province. This is
not a fluke and as a board you should be proud that your little rural school has managed this. If Laggan was to be
closed, parents would move their kids to other boards, the bonus of Laggan is that it's not in a town so for young
children it's a bonus because they're surrounded by green space. If it moves to Alexandria there's nothing left to make
it different, so you'll lose a number of children to the French boards or the Catholic. You should keep Laggan PS open
in the North, Williamstown PS open in the south and then stream all Glengarry kids to GDHS so they can attend
school in the middle of their county. Laggan is a very well established school and these are all lost if you move the
school - Laggan does fundraising for schools in Madagascar, won the ted kennedy award for the Terry Fox
fundraising. We have farmers that bring in chicks to hatch so our kids can learn about that, before and after school
programs. The kids are exposed to fiddle, piano, dance. We have 35 active school volunteers that help out in so many
aspects of our kids days. People send their kids to Laggan because of the school, because of where it is - move the
school and it just doesn't work anymore. My husband and I moved back specifically for our kids to attend Laggan, and
this journey is just starting for us. Otherwise we would send them to Iona - because it's another rural school with lots
of green space.

12/17/2016 10:14 PM

63 See item 5 above. 12/17/2016 10:12 PM

64 Glengarry District High School must remain open with Maxville Public continuing to be a feeder school. If the square
footage of Maxville Public School would be reduced by removing the pre-fab addition, it would meet the enrolment
capacity required by the school board. By offering French immersion at Maxville Public, the enrolment would definitely
increase. The population of Maxville is bilingual. Why Maxville doesn't offer French immersion is baffling to me! The
population of Maxville is bound to grow again especially is municipal water is offered. Everything goes in a cycle.
When we first moved here many years ago, there were many seniors selling their homes and these homes purchased
by young couples who soon began their families. This cycle will soon start again... Please also consider busing time.
Kids are already on the horrible treadmill that our society is on, please do not increase their stress!

12/17/2016 10:11 PM

65 1. Remove "portables" from Maxville Elementary School, so that the building square footage is reduced to match the
number of students. 2. Introduce French Immersion to Maxville Elementary to reduce loss of potential students to other
French language or Frrench Immersion schools in the area. 3. Retain Glengarry District High School as is; a. calculate
into the formula for area "space matching a required number of students" to the use of the space formerly used by the
former "French High School" in the building. This space is now used, for example, by the Glengarry County Archives,
the Program for Seniors, and the "maintenance" facilities of the UCDSB. b. Recognize the additional sports/fitness
facilities located in Alexandria (which are maintained by the municipality at no cost to UCDSB) and are available to
students - soccer fields, tennis courts, canoeing, trails, etc. c. Recognize the advantages of a school being in a town
where there are businesses, a hospital and other resources are available for co-op placements without the cost of
busing. d. Recognize the advantage of the location of the school in a "French Milieu" to the students as an additional
educational asset. e. Come and visit Glengarry, and ride the school buses on the rural roads in January and
experience for yourselves what it would mean to SIT confined on a school bus for up to 3 hours a day (at additional
costs to UCDSB) rather than working on the family farm, at an after-school job, participating in after school activities,
or taking exercise.

12/17/2016 10:10 PM

66 What if they merged Char-Lan and GDSH together? Keeping the school open in Alexandria (GDHS) to provide
access to the village to all students who have activities and/or emergencies (considering the proximity of the
community's hospital).

12/17/2016 10:09 PM
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67 Sending rural students from a community High School to ,say, CCVS, is not the answer. I would not send my children
there . It's a inner city school with all the problems an inner school has. There are none of the facilities that rural high
schools can offer. The field is small. The school itself is right on the street. According to the report, the community
hours for each school are mentioned. The numbers for GDHS are in the 1200's, almost double the board average.
DOESN'T THAT TELL YOU SOMETHING ABOUT THE VALUE OF THE SCHOOL TO THE COMMUNITY AND VICE
VERSA?

12/17/2016 10:03 PM

68 Email Received: I don't know what the momentum is like amongst the Trustees with regards to the level of
closures/consolidation. Like everyone else, I hear things, but I assume most of these leanings/preferences are fluid.
We would have no problem at this point with the most obvious schools being closed, ie: SJ McLeod, Plantagenet, etc.-
elementary schools with well under 100 kids. I suspect no one would. If that's what ends up being the chosen path
leading up to the March final vote , we propose a forward-looking, or visionary-style, border readjustment that places
the most strategically valuable communities in a position of strength relative to other schools/areas with an eye
towards the next 5 yr. review. There may be a large difference of opinion on what areas/high schools are identified as
more strategically valuable then others amongst the Trustees/senior staff, there may be a slight difference of opinion,
there may be none, but at some point I would assume Trustees/senior staff could come to a consensus. We propose
that GDHS' boundaries in South Glengarry return to pre-2008 levels. We would be fine with a 'dual' boundary,
whereby students would have the option of going to CharLan or Glengarry. We feel that we would get a lot of those
kids; they always used to prefer Glengarry to CharLan. More importantly, we are confident we would get a number of
kids who live in the CharLan boundary but decide to go to Le Relais or Holy Trinity instead of CharLan. At this point,
we get a significant number of English Catholic kids from St. Finnans PS- almost all of them- and a healthy percentage
of French Board kids from Elda Rouleau and Terre des Jeunes, around 33%. We are working on getting numbers
confirmed and will present them when available. We feel that CharLan was given sole deed to the formerly shared
borders due to political bias from __________, who is a __________ and had just recently applied to give a
presentation at the ARC public meeting as a CharLan rep. We feel this redistricting was done not because it was good
policy, but instead to prop up a failing school at our expense by a passionate member of the CharLan community who
happened to be our Trustee at the time. At this point, CharLans numbers still seem to be underwhelming and it has
cost the Board students, particularly to Holy Trinity. If a more decisive outcome is the pleasure of the Trustees and
senior staff, we recommend closing CharLan DHS and amalgamating their students into the current GDHS building.
This would bring our numbers up to amost 700, which would allow for significantly improved programming options for
the combined students compared to what is currently available. Those extra 225 spaces will be strategically valuable
going forward as the Board watches to see what the future holds for Tagwi's numbers, not to mention the situation with
our co-terminus secondary neighbours in Alexandria, Le Relais. If some form of Board consolidation comes to pass
within the next ten years, I imagine the province would be very happy to move the kids from Le Relais into
Glengarry's building. Those options cease to exist if some combination of Laggan and Maxville are moved in also. We
feel it necessary to have our borders extend to the North Glengarry's western line, past Maxville and up to the 43. It
makes little sense to take the most populous area of the former Kenyon Township and bus them outside the county to
help prop up another school, Tagwi, that would potentially have long-term viability issues due to its rural draw, and
which is currently impeding the ability to fill a high school in the growing suburban communities of South Stormont.
Contrary to what was implied in the Boards initial report, GDHS has done remarkably well from the student retention
point of view when you look at all the obstacles its been faced with coming out of the 2000's, primarily a punitive
border situation relative to its neighbours, and the flight of its formerly French Public co-tenant. We think its quite
obvious that rather then being a millstone, Alexandria offers unparalleled opportunity for the Board to set itself up
effectively and efficiently for the next 30 years. Glengarry District High School is the solution.

12/17/2016 9:58 PM

69 Not having a secondary school and appropriately placed elementary schools in Glengarry would be a detriment to the
Board. First, the board should maintain both the secondary and elementary footprints in the area. There are too many
other options that if the Board closes GDHS and does not maintain the quality education at Laggan and at
Williamstown, it will lose many students to the French and catholic boards. Ultimately, from an efficency and quality of
education perspective, it makes sense to ensure Laggan remains as GDHS's feeder school in the north. It has
consistently outperformed many other schools in eastern Ontario, has always had incredible community support, and
has a high-functioning immersion program. Williamstown in the south should get their new build school to ensure there
is a school in the community because many parents send their schools there for the immersion program, but then
send their kids to Holy Trinity for secondary school. Therefore, they need assurance of a continued school presence to
keep their community vital and alive. Char-Lan's borders were increased in 2008 and they still do not have the same
capture rate as GDHS, largely because of the effective immersion program, the amenities in Alexandria and the
opportunities for co-op placements. So, in short, the best all-round solution for Glengarry is to have Williamstown in
the south. Laggan in the north. And GDHS in the centre with Char-Lan students attending. It makes sense intuitively
and the numbers and research support this as the best alternative for all of Glengarry's students.

12/17/2016 9:53 PM

70 Already submitted in previous survey. 12/17/2016 9:51 PM
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71 GDHS is a large facility the is centrally located in the county and even adjoining counties. It is in the town of
Alexandria which offers many resources and services that are not available in the recommended relocation schools,
Tagwi and VCI. I strongly believe that capitalizing on this school's capacity and location is more beneficial to the
county and the board as a whole. Alexandria is a growing town. We have enjoyed the opening of many new
businesses in the past 10-15 years. It has been in a state of growth residentially and economically. We have seen
families move to the area from Quebec and the Western Provinces since I moved there. My spouse was born and
raised in Alexandria and fortunately was able to obtain local employment. All of this is possible because with an
English Secondary School in the area, local residents and their families are able to remain and help grow the
community. Alexandria is the logical choice to keep an area High School as it is clearly a hub where surrounding town
residents come to for errands, groceries, activities and hospital visits. There are citizens from Vankleek Hill and South
Glengarry and North and South Stormont who are employed at GDHS. Many of them have children who participate in
community events, sports, dance, music, in Alexandria because this is where those opportunities are available. We
have our Multi-Sport Dome, several highly maintained soccer and baseball fields, tennis courts, the Alexandria Sports
Palace (arena), the Community Park and Pond, a Community Workout Gym, a highly decorated Dance School
(Double Creation), a local Service Canada office for License, Health Card and other applications and renewals, an
OPP detachment, Alexandria Fire Department, a Provincial Ambulance Dispatch site within the Fire Department,
several big name businesses (Giant Tiger, YIG/Joe Fresh, Jean Coutu Shoppers Drug Mart, Canadian Tire, Pet Valu,
UAP Auto Parts, Tim Horton's, Dairy Queen, RBC, Scotiabank, Desjardins Caisse, Bank of Montreal, 3 gas stations
and 3 convenience stores, 2 dollar type stores), The Curling Club, and the Glengarry Memorial Hospital (with a pool)
to name a few of the resources locally available that GDHS and other area schools enjoy the use of throughout the
year, at walking distance. There are also many small local businesses that have been able to make a good living and
who are graduates of GDHS (Van den oetelaar Roofing and Construction, The Quirky Carrot, McLeister House Spa,
KM Electric) to name a few. These are invaluable resources to the community and to our school GDHS. Students and
staff enjoy the many resources for services and for employment (student - paid and co-op). We also have half a dozen
restaurants and as many fast food (some healthy) type eateries right in town. Instead of renovating schools that are in
towns/areas that are more remote with less essential services available, renovate and restore GDHS. We have many
local specialists and trades people who are highly qualified to do the work and who may be more than wiling to
provide reasonable estimates to make this plan work. We have a local environmental specialist who could provide an
estimate of any harmful contaminants that would need to be remediated. GDHS is currently being used as an
intermediate and secondary school. It also houses T.R. Leger Alternative School which has been a great support to
our community for those students who need a different style and setting for their education for a variety of reasons that
are often outside of their control. A section of the building is also being used for the Township's Archives. It has
become a multi-purpose, inter-agency partnership that is, in my opinion, a proactive and effective road to travel in
order to keep our school up and running. I believe it is also a philosophy of all levels of government, to use resources
more efficiently and to work together, in partnership with other agencies, to keep communities and services strong and
accessible!! There are schools who partner with social agencies such as the Children's Aid Society and Children's
Mental Health Services in order to have protection workers and social workers available on site to assist students and
their families. These partnerships should be further explores to examine the feasibility of partnerships that could
involve financial support. The Board decisions makers and Trustees need to consider all of these factors and the
tremendous amount of infrastructure available in Alexandria before making such a hasty decision. Site visits to all
UCDSB facilities should be mandatory in order to really make a well thought life changing decision for people that they
represent! To sum up, Alexandria has many accessible resources essential and utilized by GDHS. It is a growing town
with a strong sense of community (Christmas Tree Lighting, Santa Parade, Canada Day Parade, Polar Bear Dip, 3-4
Annual Fundraising Soccer Tournaments, Fundraising Races/Runs, Huge Country Festival, Huge Fishing Derby).
There are local businesses and trades that would be capable of renovations and likely able to provide very fair
estimates. School programs do not have to leave town for many extra-curricular activities such as co-op placements,
outdoor education, arena and sports dome, enough soccer fields to host annual tournaments, recently refurbished
track. Partnerships with other relevant agencies, which has already begun, can offset costs. The school itself boasts
excellent gym facilities as well as top notch programs and teaching staff! Please consider all of this as I believe the
decision is clear, do not close GDHS, the one Intermediate and Secondary School that is in an optimal location for
student success and continued community growth. Alexandria has the size and infrastructure for this school. It would
be negligent and irresponsible to close the Intermediate and Secondary Public School in an otherwise growing town, in
comparison with surrounding towns being named to house our students. Doing so would initiate the decline of
Alexandria to a "Ghost Town". Thank you for your time and consideration. My suggestions are not meant to sound
naïve, I really believe they are worth exploring.

12/17/2016 9:50 PM

68 / 90

2016-17 UCDSB Building for the Future Pupil Accommodation Review Online Survey



72 HEADLINE -- Nov. 2018 “ALEXANDRIA, BILINGUAL GEM OF EASTERN ONTARIO, UTTERLY DESTROYED BY
WYNNE GOVERNMENT INCOMPETENCE I drive through what was two years ago one of the most wonderful and
promising communities in Ontario, now with every second business boarded up, every second home, value destroyed,
with a forlorn “For Sale” sign pleading for non-existent buyers. This is the new Elliot Lake.” I wish that look ahead was
a ridiculous exaggeration, however, appallingly, it is not. This gem and bilingual hub of rural eastern Ontario, with the
most fabulous investment and wealth of social and sports amenities - almost unheard of for a town of its size – is faced
with a ludicrous but dead serious proposal by local and provincial education planners, to rip the heart out of the town
next year by closing Glengarry District High and busing the students far out of town. The education planners reportedly
are instructed to ignore all non-educational social and economic consequences, and even to ignore the fact that
Glengarry District High School is not nearly the square footage vacancy drain they claim, as it enjoys currently some
rental revenues, and three gyms. Result? Glengarry students would be forced to abandon their wonderful school, now
minutes away for most, to lose their fabulous local social and sports amenities and local part-time jobs, etc., to instead
spend mind-numbing endless hours on buses to outlying areas having only a small fraction of Alexandria’s amenities
and advantages. Meanwhile, the town of Alexandria crashes into decline, ruining most residents’ lives, their homes
unsaleable. Given the obvious great alternative to this concept, this proposal is literally insane, and certainly
symptomatic of the gravest dysfunction in the Ontario education planning system, as most of the local school officials
involved are not themselves mad. The problem is clearly further up the ladder and in the government’s planning
system due to poor political leadership. If the current planning system is so perverse, caught in a beggar-thy-neighbor
vicious circle, with each town simply trying to steal the other’s students with rational factors given no weight, what
proposal could an intelligent, rational, and well-managed education planning process produce? Alexandria is the key,
the gem, the hub of a glowing future for this entire area. Why would we pull students out of the finest location in the
entire area for students, the one spot combining a flowingly bilingual community with a sports Dome, large arena,
endless soccer fields, fine curling, an unrivaled golf club, hiking and cross country ski trails, canoeing, great coaching
and student jobs, every kind of restaurant, student fares on VIA to Montreal and Ottawa (coming soon I hear) plus,
plus, all within walking distance of a pre-built, all pre-paid school with tons of space and three gyms? None of the
communities the Board proposes to ship our students to has a small fraction of these advantages. It is stunningly
obvious that if some consolidation is needed for both educational (critical mass) and economic reasons, the rational
idea should be to bus some of the nearest scattered rural students to the vastly superior opportunities in Alexandria,
not steal the core group of students from Alexandria, and scatter them to facilities with much lesser advantages,
destroying Alexandria as a town in the process. Alexandria is not the problem here, it is the SOLUTION. It is a gem of
a regional hub, no extra multi-millions on new schools or school expansions, no multi-millions on distance busing for
most students, much less lobotomizing of students with mind-numbing long daily bus rides cutting out their homework
time, extra-curricular and part-time job opportunities. From the last Save Our School meeting I was at, everyone here
in Alexandria and the local MNA understand all of this. Where on earth is the Ontario government??? Why is the
Board’s ludicrous proposal even still on the table, wasting people’s time and energy with worry and lobbying??

12/17/2016 9:48 PM

73 1. Glengarry DHS not be closed, rather GDHS be developed as a hub representing the benefits of rural and small
town education and opportunities by serving all of Glengarry County and the southern portion of Prescott. 2. The
boundary for Maxville PS be altered to encompass all of North Glengarry and be consolidated with the Glengarry
feeder group, i.e. Laggan PS 3. I Support this portion of the recommendation.

12/17/2016 9:42 PM

74 Get rid of excess student spaces by SELLING a portion of the school. It is a complete sham & shame that the areas of
GDHS currently occupied by The Glengarry Public Archieves, the TR Leger Alternative school & the senior's centre
are still included in the available student space calculation when they are not spaces available to GDHS students,
however as just leasing space out doesn't help he situation, sell the space! If space is not owned by the board, surely
then it would not be included. There are lots of examples of co-owned buildings. I know for a fact that one of the
French school boards jointly owns 2 school buildings with a municipality. One is in Limoges, the other is in Rockland.
Everyone wins- student spaces are reduced, but a very much needed school stays in a community. The Glengarry
Solution can be part of his strategy as well- after excess space is sold off, GDHS can be used as a host school for
consolidation. This way students can enjoy easy access to the plethora of cooperative educational opportunities,
services, recreational facilities & after-school employment otherwise denied to them should GDHS be closed.

12/17/2016 9:41 PM

75 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have Co-Op
opportunities

12/16/2016 8:59 PM

76 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have Co-Op
opportunities

12/16/2016 8:58 PM

77 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we are within walking
distance of many community amenities

12/16/2016 8:57 PM

78 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we are centrally
located

12/16/2016 8:56 PM

79 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because: We are centrally
located We have room to accommodate students without having to build additions or use portables We are within
walking distance of many community amenities We are a bilingual community We have Co-Op opportunities

12/16/2016 8:55 PM
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80 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have businesses
that offer after school employment opportunities

12/16/2016 8:53 PM

81 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we are within walking
distance of many community amenities

12/16/2016 8:52 PM

82 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we are centrally
located

12/16/2016 8:51 PM

83 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we are within walking
distance of many community amenities

12/16/2016 8:50 PM

84 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have businesses
that offer after school employment opportunities

12/16/2016 8:48 PM

85 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we are a bilingual
community

12/16/2016 8:47 PM

86 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have Co-Op
opportunities

12/16/2016 8:46 PM

87 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have Co-Op
opportunities

12/16/2016 8:45 PM

88 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have businesses
that offer after school employment opportunities

12/16/2016 8:44 PM

89 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we are a bilingual
community

12/16/2016 8:43 PM

90 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have room for new
students without having to build addition or use portables

12/16/2016 8:42 PM

91 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we are centrally
located

12/16/2016 8:41 PM

92 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have Co-Op
opportunities

12/16/2016 8:40 PM

93 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we are within walking
distance of many community amenities

12/16/2016 8:39 PM

94 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have businesses
that offer after school employment opportunities

12/16/2016 8:37 PM

95 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have Co-Op
opportunities

12/16/2016 8:36 PM

96 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have Co-Op
opportunities

12/16/2016 8:35 PM

97 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have room to
accommodate new students without having to build addition or use portables

12/16/2016 8:34 PM

98 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we are centrally
located

12/16/2016 8:33 PM

99 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we are within walking
distance of many community amenities

12/16/2016 8:32 PM

100 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we are centrally
located

12/16/2016 8:31 PM

101 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have businesses
that offer after school employment opportunities

12/16/2016 8:30 PM

102 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we are within walking
distance of many community amenities

12/16/2016 8:29 PM

103 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have Co-Op
opportunities

12/16/2016 8:27 PM

104 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have businesses
that will offer after school opportunities

12/16/2016 8:25 PM
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105 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have room to
accommodate new students without having to build addition or use portables

12/16/2016 8:24 PM

106 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have Co-Op
opportunities

12/16/2016 8:23 PM

107 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have businesses
that offer after school employment opportunities

12/16/2016 8:22 PM

108 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we are a bilingual
community

12/16/2016 8:21 PM

109 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have Co-Op
opportunities

12/16/2016 8:19 PM

110 We are within walking distance of many community amenities therefore I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of
making GDHS a host school for consolidation

12/16/2016 8:18 PM

111 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have businesses
that offer employment opportunities

12/16/2016 8:17 PM

112 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have Co-Op
opportunities

12/16/2016 8:16 PM

113 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have businesses
that offer after school employment opportunities

12/16/2016 8:14 PM

114 Adding French immersion to Maxville PS Building a new HS in Alexandria area and join GD and Char-Lan together to
form ONE school and LEAVE Williamstown and Laggan as feeder schools. This would also allow kids from Maxville
and the French schools in Alexandria another option for HS. DO NOT create a K-12 school!!!! It is unsafe and adds
NOTHING to the funding for GD nor does it give them any added course options. there would be nothing positive to
have primary kids at GD only a complete disadvantage for the little ones.

12/16/2016 12:57 PM

115 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have Co-Op
opportunities

12/16/2016 12:22 PM

116 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have room to
accommodate new students without having to build addition or use portables

12/16/2016 12:12 PM

117 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have Co-Op
opportunities

12/16/2016 12:11 PM

118 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we are a bilingual
community

12/16/2016 12:10 PM

119 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have businesses
that offer after school employment opportunities

12/16/2016 12:09 PM

120 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we are a bilingual
community

12/16/2016 12:07 PM

121 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we are a bilingual
community

12/16/2016 12:06 PM

122 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we are centrally
located.

12/16/2016 12:05 PM

123 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we are within walking
distance of many community amenities

12/16/2016 12:03 PM

124 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we are a bilingual
community

12/16/2016 12:01 PM

125 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have Co-Op
opportunities

12/16/2016 12:00 PM

126 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have Co-Op
opportunities

12/16/2016 11:58 AM

127 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have businesses
that offer school employment opportunities

12/16/2016 11:57 AM

128 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have Co-Op
opportunities and we are a bilingual community

12/16/2016 11:55 AM
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129 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we are centrally
located and we have businesses who offer after school employment opportunities

12/16/2016 11:53 AM

130 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we are walking
distance to many community amenities

12/16/2016 11:52 AM

131 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we are centrally
located and have Co-Op opportunities

12/16/2016 11:50 AM

132 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have businesses
who offer after school employment opportunities

12/16/2016 11:44 AM

133 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have room to
accommodate new students without having to build addition or use portables.

12/16/2016 11:43 AM

134 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution We have businesses that offer after school employment opportunities 12/16/2016 11:33 AM

135 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution for making GDHS a host school for consolidation because we have businesses
who support after school opportunities

12/16/2016 11:31 AM

136 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution of making GDHS a host school for consolidation We are within walking distance
of many community amenities

12/16/2016 11:29 AM

137 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution We have Co-Op opportunities We are a bilingual community 12/16/2016 11:28 AM

138 I support the Glengarry SOS Solution We are a bilingual community 12/16/2016 11:26 AM

139 Close Tagwi. It's pulling kids from Long Sault and Alexandria. Tagwi is an expensive building to operate (did I hear
that they are heated with electricity?!!) Tagwi's location offers no benefit to the students. Close Charlan High School.
Send the kids to GDHS instead of to Cornwall. Changing Charlan to a JK-12 will not help their high-school
programming. The town of Alexandria can offer more to the students. It's centrally located, bilingual, and has top notch
recreational facilities. The bilingual co-op program at Glengarry District High School is established. Load GDHS with
Tagwi and Charlan students. More students will result in better programming.

12/15/2016 4:45 PM

140 U 12/15/2016 9:54 AM

141 Keep Laggan PS open and where it is in the North as it's basically situated in the middle of North Glengarry. Keep
Williamstwon PS open in the south and then have one high school in Alexandria (which is pretty well the middle of the
whole county) for all Glengarry county kids to attend. Laggan absolutely should not be moved as it is an excellent
school and one many families look to send their kids too. It's surrounded by green space and outside of Alexandria
which is a bonus for small kids. It has a strong community partnership and volunteer base which helps it to run to
smoothly. Due to Laggan's name in and outside of our area, a number of families from Quebec opt to sent their kids to
the school and families will move to it's boundaries while working jobs in Ottawa or Montreal, but wanting their kids to
be exposed to its programming. Laggan is the #1 school in the province this year - how can you possibly justify
shutting down or moving this school. The enrollment will drop drastically as families will opt to switch boards since the
advantage of an elementary school with a strong community support and being situated in the country will be gone.

12/14/2016 9:55 PM

142 My alternative recommendation is to consolidate school boards. For a rural area such as ours, have 4 school boards is
a waste of money and time. The boards are all fighting for the same amount of kids. It is impossible. Just because you
want to close down GDHS, doesn't mean we have to go to the school you send us to. We can change school boards.
It's as simple as that. No, consolation of school boards is the only way. You cannot remove schools from rural areas.
The communities need them in order to survive, so let's cut down on the amount of schools available but keep at least
one elementary and one high school in each large community such as Alexandria. It is the only way to benefit
everyone. A JK-grade 12 school is also not a recommendation that I support. Can you imagine being stuck in the
same school/building for 14 years?? Come one, give the students a break. They need some fresh changes and new
staff and new friends. If they are all stuck in the same building for that long, talk about causing a whole pile of other
problems! No, 2 buildings are needed as both elementary and secondary schools have completely different needs,
indoor and out.

12/14/2016 9:31 PM

143 Glengarry District High School in it's current form or in the form of a new building would become the host school for
Glengarry students. Alexandria is not only the counties biggest centre but also has the most amenities and is centrally
located. Glengarry's DHS could easily accommodate students from South Glengarry who currently go to Char-Lan
DHS, with the exception of students in the South-West portion of the county (Summerstown/Glen Walter region) who
could attend St. Lawrence HS. Glengarry DHS could also host students who reside East of Hwy. 138 who currently
attend Tagwi DHS. The remainder of Tagwi's students could attend North Dundas DHS and either CCVS or RO. This
option would keep more students in UCDSB schools. Having spoke personally with a number of current and more
importantly future GDHS parents, the option of travelling great distances to either Tagwi or VCI will not be accepted. If
Glengarry DHS closes, like my family, these parents have indicated they will look into either the French (Le Relais) or
English (Holy Trinity) Catholic School Boards. Thank you.

12/11/2016 6:14 PM

144 The Glengarry Solution 12/11/2016 4:25 PM
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145 Glengarry District High School has the best facility for students. Students from CharLan, Laggan, S.J. MacLeod,
Maxville Public School and Williamstown Public School should all go to Glengarry District High School because it has
3 gymnasiums, numerous tech rooms, access to facilities in the town of Alexandria, a beautiful music room, an
amazing cafeteria/theatre facility, numerous computer rooms, tennis courts, track, etc.

12/10/2016 2:02 PM

146 The small/feeder schools of Maxville and Laggan should remain open. Consolidate either Glengarry and Char-Lan at
Glengarry (or a new facility eventually), or (less likely) bring Le Relais and Glengarry to one building. Consolidating
two rural/small town high schools within Glengarry county makes the most sense for taxpayers and students.
Glengarry, Le Relais and Char-lan are more alike than VCI or Tagwi. The cultures of those schools are very different
and they are far--with nasty drives in winter. Bringing two high schools together should enable students to access
more choices in their high school courses at a high school close to home.

12/10/2016 12:24 PM

147 One of the Board's priority should be to keep students in their community as much as possible. It has been proven
again and again in studies of what supports a quality education is strong community and parent support. And in a rural
setting, it is important to keep schools in the community to not hollow out the rural economies. It seems to me, the
solution in Glengarry is rather simple and would result in students staying in their communities; this solution is:
Williamstown in the south, hosting SJ McLeod students. Laggan in the north, hosting the eastern section of Maxville's
students. And a re-branded secondary school in Alexandria, fed by students from both Williamstown and Laggan. To
do it any other way would result in students going to other Boards and other students bussing too great a distance. It
is also important to keep schools like Laggan as a model for what works in rural education. It just tied for first place out
of all elementary schools in Ontario in the Fraser Institute's ranking. It consistently scores above average and above
other elementary schools in the Board. Beyond the negative optics of closing a school that was just ranked #1, it
would be a terrible idea because you cannot just move Laggan to GDHS and assume everything would remain the
same. It would not. Laggan is surrounded by a community who walk to the school, drop by between chores, embrace
the school as a the heartbeat of the community. This should not be closed just to satisfy a numbers game. It would
also be disingenuous to say students in consolidated schools would receive better programming if there is still
essentially one secondary school and one elementary school sharing a space. This would clearly not result in better
programming. I don't know of any three year old ready to take physics or civics classes.

12/10/2016 5:59 AM

148 Give GD their boundaries back. Go back to the boundaries in two thousand and eight. Make Maxville a feeder school
to Glengarry AGAIN.

12/8/2016 6:53 PM

149 Alexandria offers important amenities students need in order to successfully complete a successful high school
experience. If the board is committed to follow the lead of the Ministry of Education it has no option but to consider
Glengarry District High School as a host school for consolidation. This can be accomplished by doing to things. The
first is to close CharLan. The CharLan community have been loud and clear as they have voiced their opposition to
being consolidated to Cornwall. While the move to Glengarry would not be without its trials, most people living in the
Williamstown area would be more comfortable. The second option would involve the movement of the Glengarry
border to highway 138 sooner than later, with the goal of closing Tagwi completely down the line. Tagwi students to
the west could be serviced by North Dundas. Tagwi students to the South could be serviced at RO or Cornwall.

12/8/2016 4:53 PM

150 Glengarry students should stay in Glengarry. The Board should keep a footprint in the county because there has been
a 20 year building ban in the area that is about to be lifted after work is done to the sewage lagoons. VIA will be
running more commuting trains into Ottawa and Montreal. This area will likely become a commuter job and Laggan is
the highest performing school in the area by far. It has a history of drawing people to the area for its quality education
and for its support of special needs students. Laggan is tied for the first place in the Fraser Institute's ranking of top
performing schools in the province. It has consistently outperformed every other elementary school in the county. It
does this not only because of the fantastic teaching staff, but because of the community support that is unparalleled.
The school has a volunteer team of 35 parents who regularly go in and help students to learn to read, advance their
math skills and support extra-curricular activities. It has a well-established immersion program that is also successful. It
is successful in large part because of its community and its role as the heart of this community. But Laggan should
also stay open for the benefit of Glengarry as a county. Laggan is equidistant from the eastern and western
boundaries of the county. So it would make sense that if an elementary school in the northern part of the county has to
close, it should not be Laggan - a high performing school with an established French program that would not be a long
bus ride from Dalkeith or Maxville. The proposal to give Williamstown elementary school a new build should go ahead.
It is also a solid school and elementary school students in the south of the county would not have a long bus ride to it.
Then it makes Glengarry District High School the secondary school in the middle of the county. Again, this would not
be a long bus ride from any part of the county. Alexandria has an incredible amount of resources, as outlined by the
Glengarry Solution. In short, Laggan in the north. Williamstown in the south. GDHS in the middle. It's the best solution
for all Glengarry students.

12/7/2016 8:48 PM

151 Mostly described in #5. Any amalgamation that needs to take place can be done within the city limits of Cornwall to
create one large school. I wonder about the waste of still operating General Vanier....that site has huge "makeover
potential" in my opinion.

12/7/2016 10:33 AM
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152 Do not close GDHS. -Give GDHS back the boundaries it had before 2008 (boarders that were given to Charlan to
save that school, which is again tabled for closure). -Make Glengarry DHS a host school for consolidation. *More kids
get to benefit from what the town of Alexandria can offer (more than what is available at VCI, Charlan, or Tagwi). *Kids
can benefit from the amenities of an urban center but can still get home to work on farms because the school is
centrally located.

12/7/2016 10:29 AM

153 Some serious consideration should be given to closing Laggan Public School and sending the rest of their students (K
to 6) to GDHS seeing that their 7 and 8 are already there. All of North Glengarry's public school students would then
be under one roof and occupying most of the available space if not all. P.S. It is totally inconceivable and unacceptable
that the town of Alexandria, the largest community of North Glengarry, is even being considered to be without a
secondary school in the near future. This is total nonsense and sheer folly. There has to be another solution. Thank
you.

12/7/2016 10:22 AM

154 Maxville and SJ MacLeod closing seems inevitable and a good decision, but closing GDHS would be completely
unthinkable and detrimental to the Glengarry community. After attending the public arc meeting in Cornwall, it became
abundantly clear to me that closing Tagwi seems the best option for the board. Alexandria has a multitude of amenities
for students and Tagwi does not, plus the catchment area of Tagwi infringes on GD, CCVS, Roxmore and other high
schools. If Tagwi and Charlan closed it would fix many of the problems in neighbouring schools in terms of enrolment.
Tagwi does not have the amenities of GD, and many other more urban schools in the board; and despite Charlan's
catchment area being 20% larger than GDHS's their enrolment is still lower than GD. Furthermore, Glengarry has the
train line right in Alexandria. In the past, students from Montreal have taken the train to Alexandria to attend GD and
this trend continues. Closing GD and keeping Tagwi open makes no sense for students or the future success of the
board. On a more personal note, I have young children and if GD closes I will not be enrolling them in the UCDSB
schools as I will not have them be bussed for over an hour to Tagwi when they attend secondary school; I will start
them in the French public system so they can attend Le Relais in Alexandria and benefit from the amenities
Alexandria has to offer as well as partake in after school sports/activities, have after school jobs, and stay in the
community they live in.

12/7/2016 10:21 AM

155 GD could be the host school. There is more to offer in Alexandria then there is if student were to attend either VCI or
Tagwi. With the boundaries changed as suggested in the report, kids would have to travel up to 48 kms to attend
school. Glengarry county would be without a high school. Glengarry could host char LAN, keeping a rural school. This
way tagwi boundsries don't change and the count of glengarry will still have a high school

12/7/2016 10:06 AM

156 I think the idea of having Alexandria as the host town for a new high school is the best idea. May I suggest changing
Vankleek Hill High School in to a K to 6 elementary school. Bus the Vankleek Hill students to the new high school. You
will need to reset the boundaries for the new high school making them bigger. Go West further and return the South
boundary to what it was in 2006. Thank you to all the hard working and frustrated ARC members, we feel your pain.

12/7/2016 9:17 AM

157 I support the Glengarry Solution. I truly believe that GDHS should have been designated as a host school for the
consolidation of eastern part of Tagwi. Tagwi is in the middle of no where. The Western part of Tagwi portion of Tagwi
's border could be offered to North Dundas. It's southern border could be offered to RO or Cornwall.It offers a school
and nothing else. CharLan has struggled to maintain its numbers despite the fact that the board moved Glengarry's
borders to help them with enrolment issues back in 2008. One large, consolidated secondary school surrounded by a
plethora of businesses and amenities coupled with enhance programming would serve as a model educational
institution. Eventually, a brand new school should be constructed in Alexandria housing a JK-12 model.

12/7/2016 8:02 AM

158 Glengarry has all kinds of very important things that are found in the community that help students learn outside of the
classroom. I also think GD students need more courses to choose from. I would suggest Tagwi and CharLan students
come to Glengarry where we will have more to offer and better programs to choose from.

12/7/2016 7:37 AM

159 GDHS is in the heart Of Glengarry. With its strong celtic cultural background, makes it even a more worthwhile school
to preserve. Just go and attend St Andrews week every year at GDHS and you will see the talent and continued
passion for their heritage. We want our kids to continue to be proud of their heritage in this beloved county, which they
will not get in a city school. Since Vanleek Hill does not have the capacity, we propose that keep GDHS, and include
Laggan, Charlan and SJ McLeod boundaries. Since Alexandria is so uniquely situated in Ontario and Quebec border,
we feel GDHS enrollment would be increased if we had a K-Grade 12 french immersion (to enhance bilingualism)and
Core Program, and open your doors to include programs for autistic and developmentally delayed children, and also a
trade program like CGEP in Quebec such as hair dressing, esthetician and mechanics, all to achieve increased
enrollment. With increased enrollment, we would also require child-care program. GDHS has access to a hockey
arena, tennis courts, golf course (summer/winter for skiing, snowshoeing), curling club, all contributing to the phys-ed
program with no busing involved.

12/5/2016 3:56 PM

160 Please see number 5. 12/5/2016 3:46 PM
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161 Williamstown PS is over capacity: 1) Have boundaries adjusted so that Williamstown Public School students to the
east of Williamstown attend SJ McLeod PS. 2) Allow SJ McLeod to offer French Immersion and reinstate the music
programme that once made the school so popular. 3) A significant increase in the number of students at SJ McLeod
would have a positive impact on the student population at GDHS, provided that SJ McLeod remained a feeder school
for GDHS 4) If GDHS doesn't currently offer French Immersion at the secondary level, consider developing such a
programme. Why couldn't Cornwall students go to Char-Lan, rather than making Char-Lan students go to Cornwall?

12/5/2016 3:45 PM

162 I have provided my thoughts and recommendations in my initial survey. I have completed this survey in order to add
some important information. I am copying the information that I typed out in Part 2 Question #1 in case this is where I
was supposed to add it: I filled out a survey earlier today. I forgot to mention something. Alexandria also has social
service resources available in the community. There are satellite offices for Addiction Services, Children's Mental
Health Programs, Canadian Mental Health Association, Ontario Works, Job Zone Employment Resource Services
some of which are housed at Glengarry Inter-Agency Group, to name a few. My husband and I chose to raise our
family in Alexandria, North Glengarry because it is a growing town in a rural setting with a strong sense of community
and a Public High School with a French Immersion Program. I gladly commute to __________ to work in order to raise
my family in Alexandria, North Glengarry.

12/5/2016 3:39 PM

163 The Glengarry Solution sounds good to me. I am a student- my school is great & has so much to offer someone like
me. I do great in classes & am in French Immersion, but what I really love is all the tech stuff that GD has to offer me.
I want to do co-op placements in cool places that work with metal & machinery. I can do that at GD, but I am not sure
about other schools, especially Tagwi where there aren't any businesses doing the stuff I love to do in walking
distance from the school. I don't want to wait until I can drive to start what I see as my real education. Even then, I
don't think my parents could le me have a car. GDHS is perfect for me where it is. I don't want to spend my life on a
bus. The way I see it, there must be kids like me who should come to GD so they can enjoy what we have here too.
Maybe that is how to solve the problem.

12/5/2016 3:32 PM

164 I am in agreement with the Glengarry Solution. It is absolutely ridiculous to even considering closing a school that has
so much to offer it's students. GDHS should be a centre for CONSOLIDATION not closure if the board thinks it needs
to reduce un-used pupil spaces. I have a child whom is doing a co-op placement next semester, and is very much
looking forward to. My child is going to have an opportunity see if they have chosen the correct field for themself, &
practice their French language skills outside of the classroom. If GDHS were closed, my child & many other students
will be denied these valuable experiences. Realistically, my child couldn't do this placement in Alexandria if she were
attending Tagwi in rural Avonmore- the distance, travel time & lack of vehicle are prohibitive. I disagree with the report
recommendations re GDHS. There is so much the students have access to in Alexandria- a huge variety of businesses
& services to do co-op placements at, the French cultural centre, the arena, the indoor soccer dome, the curling club,
the golf course, the running & bicycle trails, the lake.... The list goes on & where else can students have access to all
of these facilities WITHIN WALKING DISTANCE OF SCHOOL!!!!! GDHS is uniquely situated. Bring more students in
to benefit from all it has to offer!!!!

12/5/2016 3:31 PM

165 I suggest making GDHS a k - 12 school and then possibly making the necessary closings to make that happen. Most
likely this would effect Laggan PS. This would be a great solution for Alexandria and the surrounding areas whose only
options for K-6 are a Catholic school board or French school. This could help boost enrollment. If possible, naturally
everyone wants to keep their school open. If other feeder schools would be closed (as mentioned in solution 2 and 3
given) then a portion of their students could be sent to GDHS to fill its K-8 programs while keeping Laggan PS open
(depending on enrollment and the numbers and such.)

12/2/2016 8:11 PM

166 Schools are a very important part of every community, and these recommendations do not seem to take this into
account. In addition to closing GDHS, the report proposes closing Char-Lan HS, meaning that there will be no English
high school at all in Glengarry (North and South). The North and South Glengarry feeder schools would then feed
Vankleek Hill and Cornwall, which are not the home communities of any of these students. I propose bringing the
GDHS and Char-Lan students together, creating a larger more sustainable high school in one location. This location
could be either of the two current high school buildings, or a new building located more centrally to minimize travel
time for students from both North and South Glengarry. The feeder elementary schools could be combined in such a
way that all students from North and South Glengarry are accommodated in one or two elementary schools, feeding
the new consolidated high school. If the condition of many school buildings in North and South Glengarry is poor, then
one new school to house all elementary and high school students could be built. This would allow sharing of facilities
such as sports fields, music rooms, labs and shops. Having more students in one location would also allow the
construction of more facilities, because the number of students would be higher. I have seen this solution (bringing
elementary and high school student together in one building) proposed for several northern Ontario communities, and I
think it is an excellent use of resources that also maintains a sense of community.

12/2/2016 6:38 PM
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167 There is a Glengarry Solution. GDHS NEEDS TO BE A CONSOLIDATION SCHOOL. It makes little sense to have
Tagwi as a consolidation school. It is in the middle of nowhere with zero community amenities. GDhS has a sports
dome..arena..hospital...area businesses for co op...curling club..park with nature trails and a lake for outdoor ed. It is
ridiculous to go to Tagwi where all children need to be bussed as opposed to GDHS where 89 students walk to school.
If Glengarry is given back its boundaries from VCI and receive the students east of highway 138 while the students
west of 138 attend North Dundas this will provide both schools with the needed students. As a way to appease the
Tagwi parents the current students could be grand fathered allowing for a 4 or 5 year plan to allow current students to
graduate at Tagwi. The Glengarry solution is the most viable and allows for a community to thrive economically. There
is mo community surrounding Tagwi.

12/2/2016 10:24 AM

168 I suggest that UCDSB should close Char-Lan and move their students to GDHS. Because GD is located in Alexandria
where students have so many opportunities, like co-op, library, dome, arena, hospitals and many local businesses for
students to walk to from GDHS. If UCDSB decide to close gdhs so many locally business or facilities will have a hard
time to be live in future as well as there is so much money to spend to drive GD students to vkh high school or Tagwa
high school compare to both this school GD has most local facilities so their students will get more opportunities .

12/1/2016 7:49 PM

169 GDHS used to be a bilingual high school. Partner with Le Relais to return to a bilingual high school given that school is
underused as well.

12/1/2016 7:03 PM

170 keep the rural schools rural. Feed them all to the same high school but in a rural setting. Keep the kids together! 12/1/2016 3:45 PM

171 The Glengarry Solution: Make GDHS a host school for consolidation - a hub for students from surrounding areas in a
community that is centrally located that includes an indoor soccer dome, running track & tennis court, a hockey &
skating arena, a baseball diamond, a curling rink, an indoor swimming pool, a lake for canoeing & kayaking, hiking &
nature trails, a golf course (winter access to skiing & snowshoeing), public park w/playground, soccer fields, &
skateboard park, a public library, banks, restaurants, stores with many co-op opportunities.

12/1/2016 3:23 PM

172 The glengarry solution! Allow Glengarry to become the main high school in the county and have Laggan, Maxville,
Williamstown, and S.J.McLeod become the feeder schools for Glengarry.

12/1/2016 11:16 AM

173 If it is absolutely necessary to close some schools, keep small town schools together by sending charlan kidsto GD.
Most kids between the 2 schools are friends and all have the small town kid factor in common.

12/1/2016 10:14 AM

174 They want us to pay more taxes to build those Super Schools and pay an extravagant amount of money to buss the
kids when our taxes are already high enough and we the taxpayers in the rural areas are satisfied with the schools
we already have. So why on earth would we want those changes, it would demand more money from us and we
would see our kids less...it just does not add up. My alternative would be to just Not Close ANY SCHOOLS. You
cannot fix something that is not broken. All communities agree that their school gives every thing their kids need right
now and right in their back yard.

12/1/2016 9:59 AM

175 Move CharLan into Glengarry to increase programming options. Many CharLan parents are on board with this, as they
get a rebuild in Williamstown PS too. Keep the elementary schools out of GDHS; Laggan has always been a high
ranking school that the community supports. They've recently won awards for fundraising.

12/1/2016 8:21 AM

176 Use GDHS as a host school for consolidation. It is a far better location to house a high school due to all the closeby
opportunities for students re: work and recreation, things which enrich the learning experience. Hockey, curling, indoor
soccer dome, hospital, trails, park, pond, Canadian Tire, Shoppers Drug Mart, bilingual interaction on the streets, the
list goes on and on. 3 gyms in the school. The reason it is underutilized is because we used to have two school boards
sharing a school- the French Public left over ten years ago. We have room to take in smaller high schools like
CharLan. Also, bring back our pre-2008 boundaries. This has cost the UCDSB kids, because kids in South Glengarry
are choosing Le Relais or Holy Trinity over CharLan. They would come here for all the things that Alexandria and the
High School offer! They always used to! If nothing else, give us back our pre-2008 boundaries and see how many kids
you get back into the UCDSB!

11/30/2016 8:06 AM
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177 If the money is available for new builds then make a case for building a new school for GDHS to support the number of
kids it currently has. Kids do better learning close to home and staying in their communities and Tagwi was a poorly
built school with heating issues as was VCI. These were much newer built schools and are not in as good of shape as
they should be, especially when you look at the age of GDHS. Change the boundaries and have Maxville and Apple
Hill kids come to GDHS as they're in Glengarry and change the boundaries back to what they were for South of
Alexandria and have those kids come back to GDHS. Tagwi is a school with a bad reputation in the middle of no
where and north dundas is twenty minutes down the road. If Tagwi closed those kids could be divided up between
Long Sault, North Glengarry and North Dundas and return to their original communities and have a much shorter bus
ride on all sides in comparison to the ones you would like Glengarry kids to take to get to Tagwi. From the furthest
reaches of our boundary to Tagwi - door to door it's one hour with no stops, imagine being on a bus. Laggan should
remain the feeder school to GDHS, but then also add in Maxville PS to that Williamstown if need be. Or renovate our
current school to meet the need. That school was built to house ESRG and GDHS and then you forgot to have them
renew their lease so they applied for their own funding and now we are being made to seem like we've lost that many
kids, when it was always just two schools in one building. So tear down a couple of wings and renovate it so it's just
one school. Laggan needs to remain where it is and as it is. If Laggan was to close you'd lose a large number of
children to the French elementary schools in Alexandria.

11/29/2016 11:30 PM

178 Return border to pre-2008 levels so that all the South Glengarry residents who preferred GD to Charlan can go back
to the UCDSB instead of Holy Trinity or Le Relais. Or send Charlan and a portion of Tagwi kids to GD, which would fill
the school. Send the Tagwi kids from Finch Township to North Dundas, which would solve their underutilization
problem. Send the SouthStormont kids back to RO. Close Roxmore and divide their kids between North Stormont and
Maxville. Use Maxville completely as a feeder for Glengarry and North Stormont as a feeder for North Dundas.

11/29/2016 4:37 PM

179 I recommend the Glengarry Solution! 11/27/2016 7:54 AM

180 I want the Glengarry solution which is that Glengarry District high school be the host school for Tagwi High school and
Vankleek Hill collegiate. In Alexandria Glengarry District high school has more to offer than Tagwi or VCI because of
its central location and the access to the Tim Hortons dome and hockey arena for sports and the curling club for
curling and other activities. Also, the hospital offers co-op opportunities as well as the other businesses in the town of
Alexandria. The students can also go to after school jobs which are nearby. VCI is not an option because VCI as a
building is already too small for its own students and GDHS students would be going into portables and that is an
unacceptable option for those students.As for Tagwi, it is not a viable option because it is in the middle of nowhere, no
access to sports facilities, no after school jobs( co-op programs) and is therefore not part of a community. If GDHS
closes it will affect the whole community of Alexandria and the other villages and towns nearby because the local
businesses will suffer with no school in the community to draw young families to the area. If GDHS closes, I will send
my child to another School Board in the area and I will do the same for my other children when they are of High
School age.

11/25/2016 12:10 PM

181 Consolidate GDHS, Laggan, SJ McLeod and Maxville at GDHS include the north and east portions of Charlan's high
school population

11/25/2016 12:07 PM

182 Make GDHS a JK-12 and change the boundaries so that Maxville PS, SJ MacLeod, and Charlan as well as Laggan all
feed into GD. We have so much more to offer than any other school around. If it closes, I will have to quit my Part-
time job and will not be able to do a co-op.

11/25/2016 6:46 AM

183 GDHS as a host school because of its location within the board, because of its proximity to valuable workplace and
coop opportunities, for its access to French language instruction and opportunities for practical application, and clearly
because it has the space to accommodate additional students as it is a building that once housed two separate
schools. Give us our boundaries back - the same boundaries that shrank by 30% back in 2008 - and make GDHS a
host school.

11/24/2016 8:38 PM

184 You could combine Maxville, Laggan and SJ elementary and add them to GDHS. Make GDHS a jk to 12 school. 11/24/2016 8:20 PM

185 The alternative is a simple one. With CharLan slated to close in the first stage and if this should happen our
boundaries should be redrawn to back to what it was when I went to school. East of 34 basically came to GDHS and
not CharLan. Interestingly one of the students speaking at last night's meeting Ironically enough parents of the
CharLan kids claimed they wouldn't send their kids to Cornwall but would go to Holy Trinity which is for argument's
sake in Cornwall. Why nobody questioned their presenters this was really beyond me. Look at the satellite shot of
CharLan and Tagwi for that matter(basically nothing around)and satellite shot of Alexandria and we know which school
of those three should remain open. It's not even close and needs to be emphasized way more than the French fact of
Alexandria.

11/24/2016 2:03 PM
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186 There are numerous possibilities for making GDHS a hub for students from surrounding areas and beyond. Has
UCDSB ever looked at the Discovery Centre of Carleton University? In addition to providing regular face-to-face
classes, GDHS could create space and Alexandria has the Internet conectivity that UCDSB could establish an on-line
presence. There could also be inter-school classes that happen in real time, where students throughout UCDSB
access classes at a media pod or booth and participate in discussions, ask questions, listen to lectures, and submit
assignments. Attendance can be regulated because the teacher would see the students and take attendance. In
addition to this, UCDSB could look at partnering with Glengarry Township, seeking funding from federal and provincial
and private institutions in establishing a rural GDHS Discovery Centre / Community Boardroom / Arts Centre. With
today's technology, rural schools do not need to be shut down. Rural Ontario has as much potential to thrive, grow,
and participate in educational opportunities as Urban Ontario. Instead of dismantling GDHS, look at what it has to offer
UCDSB students, build on that. Then keep thinking about how to continue building it and involving the surrounding
community. Think about the industries here. Partner with colleges and universities. GDHS could be a hub of
educational activity for Grades 7 to 8. It could also be a hub for post-secondary on-line learning for businesses,
agriculture, and recreation.

11/24/2016 2:00 PM

187 Create programs for students who have difficulties in their learning in regular classrooms. Re-create Gym programs for
sports for all students. Re-create more Music classes and Art classes for all students. These programs will keep
students interested in going to school and not staying home because school is boring. And it will interest other
families to attend the school with the programs being offered. Teachers are there for education to help all students
achieve the best abilities throughout school years. All schools are important to have a routine in a student's lifestyle.
Not staying home to do online schooling or home schooling. A school should be kept available to families who live in
their existing communities and give the children a chance to stay friends within their communities and school board.
Also let students explore their life skills in an existing community where the family lives. Not 2 hours away. If a school
board does not understand when changes occur to a school and what changes can do to all students and to a
community, then the school board has not seen the whole picture.

11/24/2016 1:59 PM

188 This Accommodation Review suggests splitting up Alexandria’s english youths by sending them to Avonmore (pop:
991) or to Vankleek Hill (pop: 2500). You believe this will be a benefit to my children. Right now, my child is thriving at
GDHS. The level of compassion and commitment that the staff has shown is immeasurable therefor no alternative will
ever measure up to the education my child is receiving at GDHS. I would like to add that my children will have access
to all the amenities that a town with a population of over 10,000 residents has to offer such as a part-time job or a co-
op program within walking distance. I look forward to my children reaping the benefits of attending GDHS but I also
know how eager Holy Trinity is to welcome them so like many parents in Alexandria, I plan to attend their open house
in January in case I need a backup plan. My children will never set foot in VCI. In closing, I have a suggestion which
would help eliminate many empty seats: the brand new VCI building would be over capacity with its 7 & 8’s but it is the
perfect size to accommodate all of Pleasant Corner’s JK-6 population. Move Pleasant Corners to the newly
constructed VCI building and allow GDHS to be the host for the consolidation of VCI and Char-Lan. Thank you for
taking the time to conduct this survey.

11/24/2016 1:58 PM

189 We are willing to do whatever we can to help support the school survive, please let us know what we can do. 11/24/2016 1:40 PM

190 Glengarry provides a venue for other schools within area beyond UCDSB students to attend french immersion within
Alexandria as post secondary. Several parents within the area and new members to the community plan to pursue
french immersion high school studies for their children following french public elementary school studies for
elementary. Glengarry District High School is a vital link within this community partially due to it s proximity to Quebec
border and influx of new families seeking to raise their family within this bilingual community. I strongly feel that
Glengarry needs to be the school that remains a link within this bilingual community and further becomes the Hub
which students from many local elementary schools within Alexandria area attend for high school. GD offers strong
community partnerships with local businesses as important Co Operative Education links for high school students as
well as strong recreational involvement within a variety of athletic, creative and academic resources within Alexandria.
Although my child attends the French Public school within Alexandria at the moment, I am not alone in being ine of the
many parents planning to enroll their children as students for grade 7 and beyond at Glengarry District School. I think it
is very important to evaluate the amount of families that move to the area from Quebec seeking bilingual schooling
within Alexandria for their children.

11/24/2016 1:31 PM

191 SJ MacLeod school in North Lancaster has 13 students, Le Relais has less than 120 students. It's about time School
Boards break down the barriers and amalgamate the boards and get rid of the hierarchy of salaries and start
concentrating on the education of students and not cutting back on their well being instead.

11/24/2016 1:30 PM
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192 I feel that GDH should absolutely stay open! GDH has all the amenities and more that you could ask for from a rural
high school; - In the prosperous town of Alexandria. - Having so many options for COOP students, and after school
jobs. - In walking distance to Hockey arena, Soccer Dome and Hiking, skiing, snowshoeing,walking trails. - Options for
Outdoor Ed. classes to go canoeing on the local lake and rivers. I feel that GDH should remain open and be
tranformed into a school offering Grades K-12, as should many of the other schools. Rothwell-Osnabruck has a school
like this and it seems to work well. Close SJ Macleod and Laggan and bring the K-6 grades to GDH. Maxville should
be combined with Tagwi to make it a K-12 school and even bring North Dundas there. Char-Lan could be combined
with Char-Lan public and Iona in this same manner or send Char-Lan to GDH or Cornwall. I know that alot of parents
with children in French elementary schools (as we do) want to send their children to GDH so that their children can
switch to English education preparing them for College or University and giving our children a much needed
bilingualism to live in this part of our country. If GDH is no longer an option we would be forced to send them to the
french high school in Alexandria which offers all the same great amenities that GD does! As a last resort alternative to
the french high school we (and many other families) would choose to send their children to the English Catholic
school in Cornwall, Holy Trinity as it has great reviews and is not jammed with so many school amalgamations.

11/24/2016 1:29 PM

193 I fully support the Glengarry Solution We are centrally located within Glengarry and, should the Board insist on
amalgamating schools, we could absorb students from at leasst three nearby secondary schools giving the Board
options that other high schools can't provide. .... We have room to accommodate new students without having to build
additions or house students in portables ...... Within easy walking distance of GDHS community of alexandria offers:
an indoor soccer dome, running track, and tennis court, a hockey and skating arena, a baseball diamond, a curling
rink, the hospital an indoor swimming pool a lake for canoeing an d kayaking, hiking/nature trails, (for walking and
biking) a golf course which is also used for wintertime cross country skiing and snowshoeing, a public park with a
playground, soccer fields, and a skateboard park. Le Centre Cultruel Trois P'tis Points, banks, restaurants and stores.
Parents surveyed by the Board rank French language opportunities as one of their highest priorities when choosing a
school or school board. Alexandria is a perfectly bilingual community, a shining example of he Canadian bilingual
vision. Students cannot only enroll in French Immersion but can interact on the street and in the community in both
official languages. Coop opportunities - There are far more coop opportunities in Alexandria than in any other SD& G
high school location (Cornwall excepted) ... We have co op opportunities that emphasize francophone culture and
require extensive communication in french The town is large enough that allow students employment opportunities
after school. There are many more reasons that GDHS would be the smart choice to grow - we have the space and
able to serve students with the best ...

11/24/2016 1:19 PM

194 The glengarry solution!!!! It makes the most sense.... not quite sure how anyone could compete with everything a high
school in Alexandria has to offer!!!

11/24/2016 1:18 PM

195 I recommend the Glengarry Solution. GDHS should become a host school for consolidation. Students from
surrounding areas should attend GDHS because: -It is centrally located. -GDHS has the space to accommodate new
students without having to build additions or use portables. -GDHS is within walking distance of more recreation
facilities and employment opportunities then the other schools being considered. -GDHS is located in a bilingual
community. -GDHS has a successful co-op program which includes bilingual opportunities. -My child will be unable to
attend extra-curricular activities and will have less employment opportunities if they have to be bused to the proposed
schools. -My children currently attend a French Catholic elementary school. We plan to send them to GDHS. If GDHS
is no longer in Alexandria, we will send them to the French Catholic High School (Le Relais) instead.

11/24/2016 1:15 PM

196 Alternatives are difficult to determine at this point, but having a public HS in our community is extremely important to
my family and numerous other families I have talked to. Under the current proposal my children, would travel 49 km
one way to Tagwi and back every day. This is simply not going to happen and unfortunately we would have to look into
other options. In discussions with other families our school board would lose a large majority of the students currently
in our board if the current proposal goes through. As well students who are currently in other boards, like my children
would not transfer to UCDSB as was our plan and the plan of many other students.

11/24/2016 1:01 PM

197 Already answered in the previous number. 11/24/2016 12:43 PM

198 Make GDHS a Kindergarten to Grade 12. There is an extremely large amount of space at GD not being used which
could be filled up by elementary schools. Another thing is that many students in the Glengarry county work or live on
farms. If students were to have along bus ride, then how would they get home in time to get to the farm. When I
attended GD, I worked on my neighbours farm and I would be able to go to class and then get home in time to get to
the barn. Moving where students go to school could effect many farms and families.

11/24/2016 12:32 PM

199 I have a preschool-aged child whom I always imagined attending a Glengarry based high school. I attended GDHS
and my husband attended Char Lan. To eliminate both of these schools would be detrimental to our rural community.
Since GDHS has such a large school, yet not enough enrolment, why not combine the two schools so we aren't
having to bus our children all the way to VCI and Tawgi. I will not send my child to either VCI or Tagwi - a 1.5 hour bus
ride is absurd. We would change school boards before sending our child to your alternatives. Sending our child to Le
Relais Catholic High School would only require a 15-20 minute bus ride. Please keep our Glengarry schools alive!

11/24/2016 12:29 PM

200 Keep one high school open in Glengarry County. GDHS to me would make better sense as it is centrally located in the
larger of the towns in Glengarry. S J McLeod should be closed and students transferred to Williamstown Public School

11/24/2016 12:26 PM
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201 GDHS is a community school serving students of a town of several thousand, where a large proportion of its students
do not have to be bused, or at least not bused far, where the local students can engage in extracurriculars, team
sports, internship opportunities, and enjoy all the usual benefits of attending a local school. Tagwi and Vankleek Hill
service much smaller communities, a much smaller town in the case of Vankleek Hill, and an entirely rural setting
when it comes to Tagwi. It is bizarre that GDHS would be closed down so that its students would be shuttled to
Vankleek Hill. It is outrageous that they would be bused to Tagwi. That would mean busing several hundreds more
kids every day rather than allowing them to attend their community school. Not only would that be costlier in the long
run but it would deprive the students who are residents of Alexandria of all of the opportunities that attending a local
school provides. If one of these schools has to go, it should be Tagwi. GDHS makes the least sense of these three
schools. Even if the boards' number crunchers have calculated that GDHS makes marginally more sense financially,
that cannot compensate for the palpably more negative human costs to the well being and opportunities of our
community's youth. If our child must be bused, we plan to them instead to Holy Trinity in the Catholic board in
Cornwall before we consider sending them to Tagwi.

11/24/2016 12:22 PM

202 1) Glengarry (CharLan and GDHS) needs a high school. We could keep GDHS opened and bring everyone to
Alexandria. 2) We could bring JK to grade 12 to GDHS, renovate the school appropriately and sell SJ MacLeod and
Laggan buildings.. 3) GDHS could rent their empty space to Community Living Glengarry and create a coexistence
between students and the people receiving support from Community Living Glengarry. This, all in all, would solve the
extra space problem and initiate a precedent which would help create a more inclusive society. Please consider this
model as it would so benefit everyone... (many ideas to help this happen...)

11/24/2016 12:19 PM

203 I don't recommend turning Maxville Public School to an immersion school so that enrolment will increase. 11/24/2016 12:18 PM

204 GDHS remains open & it becomes host school. 11/22/2016 10:10 PM

205 Glengarry DHS has an ideal layout to keep the elementary students safely separated from the high school students
and would have plenty of space to build a playground should the property west of the cenotaph be purchased. The fact
that It is equipped with 3 gyms, a large music room, cafeteria/theater, library, labs and shop rooms is a good indicator
that GDHS could be a leader in offering programs to equal those of the larger city schools, that the school board
seems to covet - without losing the rural aspect of education that the citizens of Glengarry are fiercely proud of.

11/22/2016 8:45 AM

206 GD should become a host school because of 5 reasons: 1: centrally located in Glengarry county. 2: has excellent
facilities within the school. 3: has many co-op placements within the community 4: is in a bilingual setting 5: is
surrounded by great recreational facilities for us

11/21/2016 8:42 AM

207 -Use the Glengarry solution which uses Glengarry DHS as a center of consolidation due to our many programs and
services offered in a larger town setting. -Glengarry is located in a bilingual community with access to ample co-op
opportunities, local sports facilities etc. GDHS also supports local businesses, boosts the economy and makes
Alexandria and economically viable town. -It makes the most sense to bring students from outlying areas to a local
bilingual setting as opposed to bussing our rural students out of the community, upwards of three hours just to go to
school (As we know, easy access to education is a right under both the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms and
the UN's Rights of a Child).

11/20/2016 2:29 PM

208 Bring GDHS and charlan together into one school 11/20/2016 1:43 PM

209 Keep Glengarry open and re establish the boarders lost in 2008. Then wait and let the chips fall. The school was built
for two schools and those borders. The French will not go back but the borders can be reinstated.

11/17/2016 7:51 AM

210 I want the Glengarry solution which is that Glengarry District high school be the host school for Tagwi High school and
Vankleek Hill collegiate. In Alexandria Glengarry District high school has more to offer than Tagwi or VCI because of
its central location and the access to the Tim Hortons dome for sports and the curling club for curling and other
activities. Also, the hospital offers co-op opportunities as well as the other businesses in the town of Alexandria. The
students can also go to after school jobs which are nearby. If GD closes it will affect the whole community of
Alexandria and the other villages and towns nearby because the local businesses will suffer with no school in the
community to draw young families to the area. 

11/16/2016 9:53 PM

211 I want the Glengarry solution which is that Glengarry District high school be the host school for Tagwi High school and
Vankleek Hill collegiate. In Alexandria Glengarry District high school has more to offer than Tagwi or VCI because of
its central location and the access to the Tim Hortons dome for sports and the curling club for curling and other
activities. Also, the hospital offers co-op opportunities as well as the other businesses in the town of Alexandria. The
students can also go to after school jobs which are nearby. If GD closes it will affect the whole community of
Alexandria and the other villages and towns nearby because the local businesses will suffer with no school in the
community to draw young families to the area.

11/16/2016 9:44 PM
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212 The report suggests students from Glengarry should report to Tagwi and VCI. After attending the meeting, not only do
I apprise that Tagwi is Glengarry's nemesis, but it is the board's black sheep. It is in the middle of nowhere, sucking
the students of RO, Cornwall and Glengarry. If Tagwi offered students an enriched experience, this would make
sense...but what does it offer. As rural students move on in life, they are at times "behind" due to their rural roots. In
today's fast paced world, while we want to protect our kids, sheltering them does not give them the life skills needed to
survive in life. Closing Tagwi to the above noted schools plus North Dundas, would enrich the pupil experience and
aid in capacity issues.

11/16/2016 7:52 PM

213 Attending the ARC public meeting it was painfully clear that at the heart of this problem lies Tagwi. It is at the
geographic centre of the counties and it's boundaries pull from Maxville to South Stormont. This is ridiculous. I would
propose that constricting Tagwi's borders to its immediately surrounding area and moving Roxmore into the building
would meet its capacity requirements and would ensure their kids are not bussing far out of their community. This
would mean more kids for R-O. Longue Sault could stay open. Build a high school in Cornwall for Cornwall kids. And
then send the students from Char-Lan to GDHS. These two schools share a community. The bussing is reasonable
because Alexandria is at the centre of Glengarry. Moreover, this would mean 7&8 kids could stay at VCI and would
avoid over-crowding the school. I really don't see any reason why this compromise would not satisfy all requirements
and not adversely affect the well-being of any of UCDSB's students. Obviously Tagwi will be affected. But it would
stay open and I think UCDSB needs to acknowledge it is at the centre of this problem. It is a funnel that draws too
wide and pulls too many kids from too wide a swath of the counties. And, to really drive the point home, it is a school
with no access to amenities that are in any way comparable to Alexandria's - co-ops take place inside the school,
which is far from the real world experience a co-op should be. And, most significantly, the nearest hospital is in (wait
for it) ALEXANDRIA!!! It is completely unfathomable how this is not an integral factor in UCDSB's planning. Especially
since if UCDSB goes through with this plan, it won't be long before Glengarry Memorial Hospital feels the effects and
is at risk of closure. Then the nearest hospital will be Winchester - which in the case of a serious accident or allergic
reaction is too far to ensure help will be given in time. Please, I sincerely plead that you consider this alternative
seriously.

11/16/2016 5:18 PM

214 Tagwi should be considered for school closure and Glengarry District should be considered as a host school for
consolidation. It may be centrally located in the SD&G area, but it is not located near any amenities (especially
compared to more densely populated areas such as Alexandria and the always growing Long Sault). Shipping
children to a remote school, away from the rural towns where students have access to co-ops, part-time jobs and extra
curricular activities is not a benefit to students or their communities. I am concerned that with the longer bus rides and
remote location, more students will opt to drive to school in an effort to maintain part time jobs and/or extracurricular
activities. I am concerned for the safety of these young, inexperienced drivers traveling distances on these rural roads
in the winter; an accident is bound to occur.

11/16/2016 4:30 PM

215 I think it makes sense to have one feeder scool in North Glengarry (Laggan) and one in the South (Williamstown).
Those 2 schools will then feed the high school in the middle - Glengarry District High School. It would be detrimental
to the children to NOT have an English speaking high school in the County. Vankleek Hill, Tagwi and Holy Trinity are
far away for most Alexandria children to travel. These schools are all over 30 km away. Furthermore, when speaking
of sending kids to a Cornwall school - which is really what Holy Trinity is - there is a different set of values for kids
from the City. This is why I chose to move out of the city and return to my rural roots.

11/16/2016 6:53 AM

216 Change boundarie so that more students are zoned for GDHS. The students at GDHS support the community in which
is operates by providing employers with access to co op students, after school jobs and consumers for local
businesses. It's location provides the perfect alternative to closing all rural schools. changing boundaries and bringing
in students from CHARLAN is a viable option.

11/16/2016 12:24 AM

217 I do not support the Draft Recommendations but have the alternative solution. Keep GDHS open as it can
accommodate students without having to build any additions or use portables, thereby saving the Board alot of
money. GDHS offers more amenities for the school sports program, for example three gyms, soccer and football
fields, ice arena, sportsdome, golf course, walking trails, etc. The town of Alexandria also offers many more bilingual
businesses that students could do co-ops with. These students could walk to the business but then catch their bus to
come home. VCI only has minimal business and Tagwi have none. Close the Char-Lan high school and bring those
students to GDHS.

11/15/2016 4:05 PM

218 I recommend the Glengarry Solution: Make GDHS a host school for consolidation, a hub for students from the
surrounding areas. GDHS and its location in the town of Alexandria have much more to offer students than any other
high school in the region. It is the best choice for consolidation of schools because: *it is centrally located; *it has
room to accommodate new students without having to build additions or having classrooms in portables; *it is within
easy walking distance of what the community of Alexandria offers, some of which include: a variety of indoor and
outdoor facilities for all kinds of sports and recreational activities; businesses, banks, stores, restaurants and the
hospital; *Alexandria is a perfectly bilingual community; *co-op opportunities are accessible and available in both
languages; *businesses in town offer employment opportunities for students within walking distance of the school; and
*GDHS is often the school of choice for students from both the French and the English Public and Separate School
Boards once they reach intermediate high school age.

11/14/2016 3:32 PM
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219 I think Glengarry district high school should become the host school,the benefits of many amenities, all within walking
distance should be taken into account,none of the other schools can offer these great activities without traveling . Also
as a parent of Gdhs student I am deeply concerned as to how much traveling my child would have to face. Glengarry is
an excellent school with exceptional academic achievements please help it to remain that way. If the decision to go
ahead with the closure of gdhs then my children will be switching school boards

11/13/2016 7:48 PM

220 The glengarry solution is to use GD as a host school to take in students from other schools and make use of all the
amazing things within walking distance.

11/13/2016 7:10 PM

221 please consider a glengarry solution where GDHS can be host school for consolidation - a hub for students from
surrounding areas. The school is large enough to accommodate all without incurring additional costs The town of
Alexandria is bilingual and therefore gives immersion students the opportunity to use the French they learn. The town
offers the following amazing amenities: Hospital and many other employment opportunities for COOP and other Lake
Trails Dome Pool (hospital) Arena Park & Soccer fields The list goes on and on

11/13/2016 12:55 PM

222 More focus should be on the teachers and the schools- get rid of half of your board members and their staff 11/13/2016 12:23 AM

223 I think you are closing the wrong school. Tagwi is an expensive building to heat and maintain. Tagwi is also in the
middle of no where. Alexandria is a large town that hosts numerous facilities, businesses, amenities, and opportunities.
Tagwi? I would also close CharLan. The proposed 5-12 model is a short sighted band aide that will ultimately fail as
time moves on. CharLan parents have made it clear that they do not want their children to be transported to Cornwall.
They would be much more enticed to move to Glengarry, where shared rural values and family history are evident.
Note: many CharLan parents attended Glengarry before boundary changes. Vankleekhill has an overcrowding
problem. I would suggest the moving of GD borders north to pick up those students close to the existing GD border.
This would allow a 7-12 model at VCI. The Glengarry Solution, a host school for consolidation!

11/12/2016 9:15 AM

224 Make a new high school in Alexandria. Bring students from Char-lan , Tagwi, VCI and Glengarry. Alexandria has the
most to offer high school students. Leave elementary schools alone. build a new school in Williamstown.

11/11/2016 8:50 AM

225 The Glengarry Solution- GD becomes host school for consolidation. My child will be attending the French Catholic
Board in September, 2017 - Le Relais, if Glengarry District closes.

11/10/2016 5:58 PM

226 The Glengarry Solution: Because GDHS is a large, centrally located school in the town of Alexandria, it would make
perfect sense to consolidate the neighbouring schools into one school there. GDHS not only has the space to house
CharLan and VCI students, it would do so with greater benefit to all involved. GD has 3 gyms, excellent athletics
programs, drama programs, music and arts programs, productive shop classes offering high skills majors, very high
success rates on EQAO math and language testing, and a vibrant school culture. GD offers complete bilingualism
within its walls, playing courts, and community. Speaking of community, Glengarry District has access to hiking trails,
bike trails, snow shoeing and cross country skiing trails, an indoor recreational dome, skating rink, swimming pool,
lake and parks, all within walking distance. GD's CO-OP programme is a huge success due in large part to student
accessibility to numerous local businesses. The solution to this problem seems quite simple. Glengarry District High
School is the perfect location to sustain and foster rural education in Ontario, within the Upper Canada District School
Board. Glengarry District High School should become the host school for consolidation.

11/10/2016 5:52 PM

227 I am recommending that we have a solution to serve the residents of Glengarry and this does not involve bussing
these children to Vankleek Hill and Tagwi. Why can't Glengarry District High School be that solution? Alexandria is the
most central town in the county. It has numerous amenities within it, that make for a wonderful educational experience.
These amenities are all within walking distance of the school. We have a very successful co-op program that gets
these kids out working in the community. For many of them, this co-op program is what keeps them in school and
opens their eyes to certain career paths. Tagwi does NOT offer the same opportunities and neither does Vankleek Hill,
as most of these students would be too far away to participate in these programs, not to mention after school sports
and even part- time jobs. Keep Glengarry District High School open, extend our boundaries further south, north,east
and west and expand our catchment area. Let US be the host school. Let some of those students from the Vankleek
Hill catchment area attend Glengarry DHS, which will open up space to allow Pleasant Corner's PS 7's and 8's to
move into Vankleek Hill CI, in turn solving a few problems at once. In addition to a great academic experience, we
currently have TR Leger in a portion of the building and we also have the Archives using other space in the building.
We are doing everything right! It does not make sense to send these kids so far away from this community to receive,
what I feel, would be a much poorer educational experience. The report, if approved, would mean extremely long bus
rides for many students which, in the long run will not only cost a fortune to taxpayers but also have a detrimental
affect on the children. Please give serious consideration to ALL options for solutions to ALL families affected, and
avoid being influenced by pressure put on by other trustees who will definitely benefit from the proposals currently in
the report.

11/9/2016 5:21 PM

228 We have the room to accommodate more students without having to build additions, purchase more land or use
portables. Also by our strategic geographic location we can offer more outside activities such as job co-op
opportunities and community service hours.

11/9/2016 2:06 PM
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229 I support the Glengarry Solution. As a parent if G.D.H.S. closes I will be looking into sending my children to Holy
Trinity., I would not chose to send them to Tagwi or VCI. as there is nothing there to offer my children both my children
have a part time job after school if GD closes they will lose their job and they will be picked up by the Relais students
as they will be the only students home from school in time for any after school job.

11/9/2016 10:17 AM

230 -GDHS should NOT close. Glengarry county needs public high schools to service its 25,000 residents. Students who
live in Glengarry should be able to attend a high school in their community! Forcing students to attend high schools
outside our county is NOT a reasonable option due to long bus rides, not to mention alienation from the community
that they live in. The UCDSB will certainly lose many, many students to other boards (French Catholic LeRelais and
English Catholic-Holy Trinity) who are already preparing for this. -GDHS currently holds one of the highest "capture"
rates ( from other boards' elementary schools) -GDHS is centrally located in Glengarry county in the town of
Alexandria that has many facilities and co-op/job opportunities for students to access easily without bussing. Within
easy walking distance of GDHS is an indoor soccer dome with a running track & tennis court, an arena and public
library, baseball diamond, 3 soccer fields, curling rink, Hospital, indoor pool, a lake for canoeing & kayaking, nature
walking/ cross country skiing trails, golf course, public park, banks, restaurants, stores. Why not make GDHS a host
school for consolidation? It has rural appeal with urban amenities. -Improving course availability/diversity and special
programs would attract more students to GDHS from other boards. - Numbers are deceiving. Even though GDHS'
capacity is 940, a portion of this space is being used by the TR Leger Alternative program, UCDSB workshop,
Glengarry Encore Program, and The Glengarry Archives. This demonstrates how integral the high school is to this
community. If there is excess space, why not remove part of the building (ie tech wing)? -Elementary Schools: If SJ
McLeod should close, I agree that its Northern attendance boundaries should be consolidated with Laggan (#3).
Laggan's core boundaries should extend to its immersion boundaries. Students in the town of Maxville and west of
Highland Road to HWY 138 should be given the option of French Immersion at Maxville Public School instead of
forcing them to go to Roxmore Public School which is outside their county and community. These changes would
result in more students attending GDHS within their own county instead of being "fed" to Tagwii. -GDHS boundaries
should align with Glengarry county boundaries. -Uprooting as few students as possible should be a main goal of
UCDSB's restructuring.

11/8/2016 8:21 PM

231 In the past glengarry district high school shared space with the Catholic board high school for the area, why not do
something of the sort here within the board or presenting the opportunity to other boards in the rural area. If you are
going to make children travel excessive distances that could take up so much of their time, Why not bus children from
the out skirts of Cornwall here, I believe our schools to be of better quality in the education department, as well as the
location is grand! Find newer smaller buildings to rent if you must. If funding is ultimately what is needed , promote the
area, promote the school, open up the school all hours as a community centre, hold paid adult classes, fundraise,
kickstart, crowdfund! Really there are no alternatives, this should not be up for debate. Where there is a population
there should be a school. That's it.

11/8/2016 7:33 PM

232 I believe GDHS would be the best option for a main school. It could host feeder schools. 11/8/2016 6:44 AM

233 Send Char-Lan students to Glengarry instead of Cornwall. All school closures are unfortunate, but losing two rural
high schools in relatively close proximity and leaving all of Glengarry without a secondary school is unnecessary. Send
any students above the capacity of the permanent structure at VCI to Glengarry to eliminate the use of temporary
portables and maximize existing empty space. Identifying which students should stay at VCI and which ones should go
to Glengarry would be difficult, but since the overall student enrolment for VCI is relatively small, it would be possible
to assess candidates as they enter into Grade 9. Having inflexible school boundaries may not efficiently reflect the
demographics within each catchment area, and boundaries should be changed to fit schools rather than changing
schools to fit arbitrary boundaries.

11/7/2016 10:19 PM

234 Make GDHS K TO GRADE 12 inclusive of TR Leger. 11/7/2016 9:39 PM
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235 To me the solution is so simple; however, I can appreciate the fact that it's an emotionally charged issue to consider
closing schools. However, one should not be dealing with emotion but rather facts. and, in this case, the facts are
crystal clear. You would hope that people would support what is in the best interest for all in the long run and not just
what they want for their children in the moment. The solution would leave Alexandria and Glengarry County, which
stretches from the Quebec border to almost Cornwall, with one large English language high school in the second
largest town in SDG, within a very vibrant and friendly French/English community, rich with bilingual Coop and work
place opportunities within WALKING distance of the school. Coop should not just be for kids whose family can afford a
second car. That would be discriminatory, would it not? Being able to walk to your co-op is PARAMOUNT. BOTH my
children walked to their coops. They did not have access to a vehicle. This coop experience has had a far reaching
influence on their early direction and subsequent current success in life. VCI does not have a problem. Between
Pleasant Corners and VCI, Vankleekhill is obviously fine number-wise. It is a great high school which serves a large
catchment area around Vankleekhill and Hawkesbury and north and west up the Ottawa River. The Char-Lan High
School building should permanently become a JK-6 or a JK-8 elementary school. SJ should close. Williamstown
Public should move across the road. Char-Lan students should be given the choice to go to Glengarry (Alexandria-
second largest town in SDG after Cornwall) for high-school or St Lawrence High School(Cornwall). A large percent of
families in the current CL catchment area would be fine going to Glengarry. Lancaster township was only recently
stripped away from GD in the controversial Boundary2020 process. Families from that area south along the QUebec
border to the St Lawrence River had been coming to Glengarry for generations. The best solution, the most obvious
and economically and pedagogically sane solution, would be to close Tagwi and send the south population to St
Lawrence/CC (Cornwall) the east to Glengarry and the West to North Dundas. The distance between Glengarry DHS
and Tagwi SS is less than 30 minutes. Tagwi has neither access to a French community within walking distance, nor
very many coop opportunities, let alone any bilingual coop opportunities. Everyone has to be bused in bc it's in the
middle of a field. They have no walkers-never will. Why this school was not even on the list has made many, many
people question its omission. It is an omission that is suspect because it is so obvious. It is a white elephant and I hear
one of UCDSB most expensive schools per student to run. The solution in my mind, and many others, is very simple.
Thank you for your attention this evening.

11/7/2016 6:35 PM

236 Make GDHS a host school for consolidation – a hub for students from surrounding areas. 11/7/2016 6:16 PM

237 Have a Glengarry Soulution. Make Glengarry a host school that has Char-lan in it! 11/7/2016 8:28 AM

238 GDHS, is a high school in a thriving town. Alexandria provides many opportunities for young people. We have many
businesses that take on Co op students and provide them with working knowledge of future opportunities in the real
world. Isn't this what the premier is trying to promote. If GDHS were to close and students bussed to Tagwi, in the
middle of nowhere, or Vankleek Hill, a very small town, where would the opportunities exist for Them? Or would you
then bus them to larger centres for this Program? Maybe back to Alexandria! Also the time students would spend on
buses would be Unacceptable! I believe the best solution is staring you in the Face! Redo your boundaries and bring
more students to Glengarry where they can have the benefit of the great facilities we have to offer. A soccer dome,
tennis courts, indoor running track, arena, curling club, a series of outdoor trails, Mill pond for canoeing, etc. Yes, all in
a rural setting, Imagine! We have graduated many students who have gone to become doctors, lawyers, accountants,
nurses, farmers and yes even Mps. and MPP. We are a great school in a bilingual community, offering both languages
to its students. You can't disagree with That!

11/7/2016 8:27 AM

239 We should bring Char-lan Students here along with VCI student to Alexandria. Move PCPS into the VCI building. Take
down PCPS. Build a super school that fits 900 students 7-12 in Alexandria. Build a new school for WIlliamstown.
Change the bonders to take some of Tagwi's students.

11/7/2016 8:26 AM

240 I support the Glengarry Solution. 11/6/2016 8:53 PM
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241 GDHS is conveniently located in a central location where all the amenities are available at a walking
distance.Amenities like play grounds at island park,Tim Horton;s Dome,Arena, Sports Palace.Also all major shopping
centres,Hospital,town offices, branches of 5 different banks,3 Gas stations,convenience stores,coffee shops are at a
walking distance GDHS not only serves population at large but a very populated neighborhood.It has its own historical
status and generations have emotional attachment to this school. It is a big facility but under utilized .Rather than
considering it a burden, we must consider it an asset.Currently this school offer classes from grade 7 to 12.This school
can be converted easily into a Jk to grade 12 by bringing kids from laggan public school to this school.There will be no
extra expenditure involved or funding required from other sources in this case and at the same time the objective of
the board will be achieved by closing laggan school and objection of the board will be resolved with the increased
enrollment. A secondary option can be coupled with this primary option if board still considers DGHS under utilized.
That reinforcment secondary option could be eastern portion of Maxville be consolidated with glengarry feeder. To my
view ,simply closing down GDHS will not be as simple.There is much more involved which needs to be
considered.Persons who drafted the report were not hired to consider all other factors but their only mandate was to
look into the ways how to cut the costs.Having nearby all the commercials, offer students after school and weekend
jobs.And retailers rely on activities due to school.Families have moved to this town due to proximity to this
school.Busing students to long routes will not only cause extra yearly expenditure but will waste student;s time by an
other hour or so . I am not a professional but if hired a professional can do assessment on these and related aspects
and can measure in dollars.A rational approach as mentioned above will be the only solution by which all stake
holders ,students., board, parents and community will feel satisfied.

11/6/2016 8:24 PM

242 "the Glengarry Solution" from SOS 11/6/2016 6:08 PM

243 I believe that making GDHS a host school for consolidation a better choice. The following are reasons why: 1. The
school is centrally located and can accommodate students from other schools without having to spend funds on
additions to the school structure itself. 2. The community offers a variety of activities that Tagwi(out in the middle of
nowhere) and VankleekHill(limited) would not be able to offer our students. Dome, Arena,Township Park (where
events can be hosted),Tennis COurts, Public Libray, Curling Club, Golf course (summer and winter), Trails (running,
snowshoeing), Kayaking/canoeing at local park, Skate Park, Stores, BUsinesses (for co-op opportunities 3. Alexandria
is a bilingual town offering many opportunities to the students (jobs, co op placements, participating in Ontario
Francophone day) As a local parent, if boundaries are changed and my child is forced to go to a school further away
(my child is at Laggan and in the review it talks about changing boundaries for Laggan) or if Laggan closes (which was
also presented as an option in the review), I will be sending my child to a school in the Catholic Board.

11/6/2016 4:37 PM

244 Since the board wants to make "super schools", there should be one in Glengarry. GDHS is central and has the space
to accommodate other area schools therefore, it would make sense that it becomes Glengarry's super school. It offers
plenty of opportunities for co-ops and after school jobs. It is within walking distance to an indoor recreational dome, an
arena, a park, etc. The school has 3 gymnasiums, 4 shop classrooms, a music room, an art room, a football/soccer
field, tennis courts, a track, and much more. We can't all live in the cities and you can't lump the rural community
under the same rules. If a school is closed in a city, your next option is usually a few blocks away. If our small town
school were closed, the next option is more than 30km away. By making Glengarry a super school, you could save
kids from hopping over to the Catholic board as well.

11/6/2016 3:02 PM

245 I propose the Glengarry solution and keep GDHS open as it is central to the schools mentioned. It could be the host
school for consolidation. Children from Laggan, Maxville and SJ Macleod could attend that school and not be bused
for an abnormally long time. GDHS has the capacity to hold these students since the building is being utilized to it's
full potential (rented out to TR Leger, Glengarry Archives and Encore).

11/6/2016 11:13 AM

246 If the school closes i will be moving my tax money sendings to the Catholic school board! 11/5/2016 1:41 PM

85 / 90

2016-17 UCDSB Building for the Future Pupil Accommodation Review Online Survey



247 Keep GDHS open. The cost of bussing GDHS students to Tagwi is 300K a year. The board has not been forthcoming
with the numbers for VCI, but it is likely to be similar. So, assuming the bussing costs per year for GDHS students is
600K. Use the money it would take to bus the students for 2 years (even 3) and build a new school that is a more
suitable size. Or renovate the current school to make it more cost-effective and smaller. If the Board would rather
spend this money on bussing kids up to 3 hours a day, it demands greater explanation and transparency about how
the well-being of our kids has been taken into account. From my perspective, bussing kids up to three hours a day
limits their ability to undertake extra-curricular activities, do homework, sleep, work an after-school job to pay for
postsecondary education, and undercuts the very sense of community that is what I remember most from my days as
a GDHS high school student. Students from Char-Lan and Tagwi could be brought to GDHS - if their bus rides are
reasonable. Unlike Tagwi and Char-Lan, GDHS has a vibrant and effective French language program, French
extension, immersion, and the opportunity to immerse students in French real-world experiences through a bilingual
immersion program. The ability to speak French and speak it well is a key influence on how well our students will do in
their future. As a federal public servant, I have seen many intelligent, hard working, dedicated people struggle in their
jobs (an in keeping their jobs) because they cannot speak French. This has to be a strong factor in keeping GDHS
open and in bringing other students to the school to benefit from this fantastic aspect of the school. With all due
respect, a big reason that GDHS has to stay open and our students stay in Alexandria is the hospital. I cannot fathom
how the Board can, in good conscious, suggest sending students to Tagwi where the nearest hospital is 30 km away.
If a student is hurt or has a allergic reaction, the time it would take to get an ambulance to Tagwi and the student to
the hospital could be a matter of life and death. If this was my kid, I would be holding the Board responsible for
endangering the safety of my child.

11/5/2016 8:44 AM

248 I do agree with the Laggan/S.J. McLeod school consolidation. I do not agree with closing the only English high school
in Glengarry and sending the students to VanKleek Hill or Tagwi. I would recommend Char-Lan and Tagwi students
instead come to Alexandria. There are more opportunities in Alexandria for sports, co-op education, after school jobs
plus all of the amenities that the town has to offer: restaurants, hospital, library, several sporting facilities, grocery
store.

11/5/2016 6:09 AM

249 The Glengarry Solution : Make GDHS a host school for consolidation - a hub for students from surrounding areas. 11/4/2016 7:20 PM

250 Close a city high school and bus students to GDHS. Rural schools offer a lot of what the city schools do not (work
ethic, respect, community...). Why must all rural schools be closed? To strike a balance seems more appropriate to
me. Keep some city schools open and some rural. Then students can choose where they wish to go. Right now, with
this plan, the Board will lose students to the Separate school board.

11/3/2016 7:33 AM

251 Why are Charlan and Glengarry not amalgamated. There may not be enough room in the Williamstown building but
there is the the Alexandria building. You will not keep you Charlan students if you force them to attend a city school in
Cornwall. You would be expecting them to drive directly by the new state of the art Holly Trinity (English Catholic) to
get to Saint Lawrence. You mention that there is too much room in our schools yet you rent out a good portion of the
Alexandria school and pocket the money. That should not be counted against the school!

11/2/2016 8:56 PM

252 1- Make G.D.H.S a k-12 school. Alexandria students are already being bused to Laggan. This would save
transportation costs and provide an alternative for parents who are sending their children to St-Finnans, not because it
is Catholic, but because it is the community English elementary school. This would use up the building space and
provide opportunities for teachers to work together and from students to benefit from having pupils of all ages. 2-
change the boundaries so that students in Cornwall go to one of the country schools, depending on where they live.
Closing 1 school in Cornwall will not make a difference to that community, but closing the ONLY school in North
Glengarry will have very detrimental effects on the community, the economy etc Who will want to buy a house in a
community where there is no English high school? 3- Choose to close Tagwi as it will have less effect on the
economy. Bus those students to Glengarry so they can benefit from all the community has to offer; library, post office,
hospital, stores, municipal office, banks, gas stations etc.. This is good for coop and teaching about civics etc.. It
makes absolutely no sense to close G.D.H.S., a school that is a the heart of a community.

11/2/2016 7:57 PM

253 I recommend that we look at the fact that times have changed and there is no need for 4 school boards. We should
move to 2 school boards one english, one french and then combine schools based on that demographic need.
Children in rural areas can not possibly be expected to travel when they could potentially have 2 high schools in
alexandria capable of housing grades 6-12. This would support the children parents and financial needs of all. If this is
not an option, then put gdhs back to the way it was in the 70-80's and give children a chance to experience diversity,
inclusion and a supportive environment for those in this small rural area!

11/2/2016 5:59 PM

254 I propose that GDHS and Laggan Public School students along with Char-lan High school students and perhaps
Maxville Public School students (if space is available) be amalgamated into a super-school for Grades Kindergarten to
Grade 12, to be taught in Alexandria at Glengarry District High School where the facilities of good gymnasiums,
Science lab and computer lab resources, an excellent Co-op program where students can access job sites within
walking distance, and the accessibility of the local hospital, tennis courts, soccer fields and a lake for outdoor
education and intermural is already available.

11/2/2016 5:26 PM
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255 Email received: Other options need to be explored: be they amalgamating GDHS with other schools, shutting off or
demolishing some of the older sections of the school, or ultimately, changing how funding is viewed for rural schools.
At present, for instance, TR Leger and Glengarry Archives are renting and utilizing space within the school but this
seems irrelevant and is not considered when figuring how capacity is determined.

11/2/2016 4:30 PM

256 An alternative would be to send Maxville public school at GDHS to fill in space also to set up boundaries where kids
can stay I there own school district

11/2/2016 3:33 PM

257 If you close CharLan, allow these students to move to Glengarry - Glengarry also houses the Glengarry Archives and
TR Leger Alexandria campus and now the Hawkesbury campus that moved in this summer. We have such easy
access to the arena, the soccer dome, coop placements in town, without any transportation fee spent for all the
students who live in town and walk to school. Please take this into consideration.

11/2/2016 2:55 PM

258 1.Combine grades 1 through 12 in the school. 2. do a cost/benefit analysis on the communities, province and housing
of closing the school(s) down. there is more than numbers that a school closing affects. 3. improve on line courses
availability.

11/2/2016 2:01 PM

259 send more schools to Glengarry to have more students such as tagwi, charlan and vci Glengarry District High School
as so many options for Coop, and sports

11/2/2016 11:48 AM

260 At this time I think that there should be more thought put into the welfare of our children and community. Instead of
pulling kids from one area to another.....then moving kids from that shcool to another school maybe the board should
look at what each school has to offer the student. Why build onto a new school to accommodate student who already
have a great school with so much more to offer. Why not move the grades 7-8 from pleasant corners which I believe
was already suppose to happen. If there is surpluse these students could be moved to Glengarry District high school.
That would bring down the unused space. I also think that they need to relook at the space at Glengarry as TR
LEGER is also in the school and the achieves. As for having kids on a bus more than 1 1/2 a day that is crazy. When
will this kids be kids!!! That would be roughly 7 hours a day at school + 3 on the bus + 7 hours of sleep 2 hours home
work= 19hours. That leaves 5 hours to relax, sports, and be a kid!! Glengarry has so much to offer these kids and
others! An arena, dome, soccer fields, curling, tennis courts, part-time jobs, co-ops, family, friends and so much
more!!!!! Thank you for taking the time to consider that rural family do count!

10/26/2016 9:23 PM

261 Maxville and Tagwi are very small communities that have little to offer their students in the area. Alexandria has many
business that depend on the students attending the high school, and would be come beneficiaries of higher
attendance. Employment opportunities (thinking high school students looking for part-time jobs) are much higher in
Alexandria given that all the Independent and many of the restaurants typically run a staff that consists of 1/3 to 1/2 of
students of Glengarry District High School. Essentially, instead of sending kids from Glengarry to Tagwi or Maxville,
bring them to Alexandria. GDHS also has more than enough space to accommodate extra students.

10/26/2016 9:08 PM

262 Put VCI Charlan and some of Tagwi students all in Glengarry District High School 10/26/2016 7:38 PM

263 We should be approaching Le Relais to share space for GDHS. This should have been done a few years ago. knowing
the numbers, that school should not have been built as a separate entity but since we have it it would make more
sense to put some portable there until the population goes down more. Taking kids out of Alexandria will mean they
have no opportunity for after school jobs. This is an area that the Ministry of Advanced Education and Skills
development is putting a large amount of money into due to their concern about the youth population finding jobs. Are
these ministries talking?

10/26/2016 9:42 AM

264 If CharLan DHS is to be closed, then students from within its current boundaries, saving for those living in the Glen
Walter area, should be sent to GDHS. Tagwi boundaries should be modified so that Maxville area, and other
Glengarry County residents be streamed to GDHS.

10/25/2016 11:23 PM

265 Please see above comments. I addition, Laggan unlike Maxville is in good shape. Maxville is falling to pieces, does
not have before and after care, and does not have core french which is essential. Those are the reasons that I did not
send my children to Maxville.

10/25/2016 10:37 PM

266 One Glengarry HS or k-12 school. 10/25/2016 9:26 PM
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267 I believe that the closure of Glengarry District High School would be a terrible loss and have a profoundly negative
impact on the community and surrounding businesses in Alexandria, Ontario, who exist symbiotically; local businesses
are supported with the help of student population, for example locally owned restaurants feed students at lunch or
after school, while in return these local businesses provide after school employment and Co-op opportunities for the
students. Glengarry DHS is centrally located in Glengarry, Ontario and rather than dispersing the students to other
schools, I believe it would be far more beneficial to keep Glengarry DHS open and bring in the students from Char-
Lan DHS (who do not want their school closed but would feel a closer connection with GDHS rather than a school in
Cornwall) and other nearby schools that may be closing, and expanding the school to accommodate even younger
grade age of students from public elementary schools that are closing as well. Glengarry DHS also boasts nearby
facilities that Tagwi DHS and Vankleekhill CI do not have; a combined hockey arena and community center, soccer
fields both indoors (the Dome) and outdoors on and off school property, a community pool at the Glengarry Memorial
Hospital, tennis courts both on and off school property, and baseball diamonds both on and off school property, to
name a few. I also don't believe the board has fully considered the factor of providing school bus transport for the
students who will have to travel to either Vankleekhill CI or Tagwi DHS, as they will have much greater distance to
travel and the extra time added to stop and collect students on a systematic route, the amount of time these students
will be spending on the bus both to school and to home is far too long; not to mention how early these students will
have to wake up to take the bus, especially those who are first on, which I believe will have a negative impact on their
school performance. It will also impact students who help with chores on their family farms, not having enough time to
help in the mornings, and evenings in addition to trying to fit in homework and extra curricular activities. To conclude, I
believe it would be far more beneficial to the students and communities of Glengarry to keep Glengarry DHS open and
bring students in from other closing schools, rather than eliminating the majority of the elementary and high schools of
North and South Glengarry County, and wind losing a history and culture that has been shared in Glengarry DHS and
Glengarry county for generations.

10/25/2016 8:30 PM

268 Bring Tagwi and/or Char-LAN students to GDHS and Maxville students to Laggan, You are also not accounting for
English Catholic students who come from St Finnan's School and French Public from Terre des Jeunes Who choose
GDHS for high school. Clearly you are more concerned about the bottom line than keeping GLENGARRY COUNTY
kids together, north and south.

10/25/2016 4:38 PM

269 Close Char-lan Close VCI Close Pleasant Corners in large GD boundary west in to Tagwi boundary Send all high
school kids to GD put k-6 Pleasant Corners in to VCI and close Pleasant Corners

10/24/2016 3:59 PM

270 The draft states the only feeder school for Glengarry dhs is Laggan. In fact most students from st. finnan's enrol at
Glengarry as well as large numbers from Terre des Jeunes and Elda Rouleau. The report does not take into
consideration the space in the school leased to the Glengarry Archives (newly signed 10 year lease) and space used
by TR Leger school. There fore the report is unused space and future enrolment are skewed.

10/23/2016 9:27 PM

271 Bring Le Relais and GDHS together. These kids play on the same community teams, they work in the same
community stores - let them share the same Highschool and buses

10/23/2016 6:40 AM

272 The schools are in place to educate our children. They are not there to provide employment for teachers, school
trustees or others. Rules, standards and policies are made with the stroke of a pen and are similarly changable.
Elected or hired employees have a duty and responsibility to make things work with available resources. It should be
absolutely clear that closure of schools for the reasons you offer is completely unacceptable. How is it that we can
devastate childrens communities but we can't do things such as vary conditions of employment for teachers and other
employees. It should be clear that salaries is where the big money is going.

10/22/2016 10:34 AM

273 Make GDHS a K-12 school When comparing locations, it makes much more sense to re-zone boundaries and make
GDHS one of the feeder schools. This way all students could benefit from the opportunities offered by attending a high
school that is located in a sizeable town. (recreational facilities, co-op placements, restaurants,cafes etc)

10/22/2016 10:27 AM

274 I understand that declining enrolment has created the need for downsizing but you must keep one high school in
Glengarry County. I am suggesting that you move Char Lan students to Glengarry D.H.S. in Alexandria for the
following reasons: *Alexandria is a larger town with more facilities like hospital, recreation facilities within walking
distance such as the arena, curling club, golf course, lake in town, hiking trails, ski trails, and the Tim Horton's Dome.
*Coop students would have more placement choices there. *It is geographically closer to the middle of the County that
Char Lan. I hope that wiser thinking will prevail in making your decisions.

10/19/2016 12:42 PM

88 / 90

2016-17 UCDSB Building for the Future Pupil Accommodation Review Online Survey



275 Email received: It would seem that, instead of closing GDHS, it should be considered as one of the schools where
integration could occur since, at one time, GDHS accommodated close to one thousand students, the only school
really with the space to accommodate either of the two recommended schools suggested in the report. Even though
UCDSB may consider GDHS as an aging school building, its maintenance has always been a priority: new roof,
recent air condition, a revamped track, etc. It boasts facilities that other schools being considered for integration, in
neighboring counties, do not have .such as 3 gymnasia, one of them a double one, four tennis courts , access to
nearby community facilities such as the arena, the local curling club, the golf club, the lake for canoeing, a swimming
pool and academic programs in both official languages. We would welcome Char-Lan to our premises. Even though
we are adversaries when it comes to competition, we have always respected them as our friends. We would become
one Glengarry school , and a very good one at that, the envy of all our urban counterparts, one that would reflect the
values that prevail in a rural setting. If that option is not viable, maybe an alternative solution would be to regroup
students from Maxville Public and Laggan Public to GDHS to transform it into a K-12 school and if that option is not
favorable, maybe our board should examine the possibility of sharing GDHS premises with those of another Board
experiencing the empty space dilemma.

10/18/2016 5:08 PM

276 If the proposed recommendations are approved, Glengarry county, population 25000, would have no English
secondary school. I'm hereby proposing the consolidation of both CharLan and Glengarry District to form a new 7-12
school. The schools would operate status quo until the business case can be made to build a new school. In doing so,
you would end up closing two old schools that are both under utilized and are showing their age. As time goes on,
something will have to be done with Laggan Public, another school that is older and under utilized. The new building
could also house a K-6 portion. Should the board house a K-6, this would also go along way on student retention and
future capture rates. Currently, the Catholic District Shool Board operates two elementary schools in this area. St.
Finnans in Alexandria, 150 students, and Iona Academy, 250 students. Both schools are old and in the case of St.
Finnans highly under utilized. In the case of Iona Academy, the school is very old and has had a history of a
contaminated water supply and an aging septic system. A brand new school would undoubtedly be a very attractive
alternative to these existing schools. In the long run, this recommendation would save the board capital, decrease
busing costs, and increase the Upper Canda School Board footprint in the area. Also preserved in my
recommendation, are all the tangible municipal benefits that have been derived by having a school in the town of
Alexandria.

10/18/2016 12:19 PM

277 Glengarry needs to enhance its programming to compete with Holy Trinity. 100's of Alexandria kids are being bused
to Cornwall due to programming issues. If you can repatriate, numbers would be sufficient at Glengarry.

10/17/2016 3:58 PM

278 I believe it is important to sustain GDHS in Alexandria for several reasons. The anxiety you will create in these
students you are moving is already showing on FB posts. i.e. "I really hope I will fit in there", "I hope they are nice
there", etc. with an already growing anticipation from these teenagers who are facing increasing anxiety because it's
their first year of high school, or the workload and intensity is increasing with physics, chem, biology. Le Ralais is half
empty with teens switching to GDHS in grade 11 to attain their sciences because there are not enough students to
have a class at Le Relais and they would be forced to do them online. What is wrong with joining forces and becoming
one school board, there is no longer a place for language or religion separation. With the governments lack of
knowledge of what rural community schools mean to people show we have to fight to sustain what we have or to
"change" what we have but stay within the community. Bussing teens to the middle of nowhere is not a viable or good
decision. You are dividing communities with red lines and not making decisions for the people but for your budgets.
You have a brand new French school and not enough students and you have GDHS half full of students. The picture is
clear to have open consultations with the French and Catholic school boards. It used to be that way and it worked.
Open the gates UCDSB. If we allow those closure in Alexandria what will they go after next? Our small rural hospital?
Now is the time to make the right decisions loud and clear. Thank you

10/15/2016 1:07 PM

279 Simply let a large portion of Charlan students come to Glengarry - Most students from the Lancaster region used to
come to Glengarry before 20/20, anyway. We can house and provide more course choices for all students and since
we house TRLeger and Glengarry Archives - we would almost reach our space requirement. I cannot believe the
board would remove both Public English secondary schools from Glengarry - we almost feel targeted with this
decision.

10/14/2016 8:40 PM

280 The school board could look at an alternative location to send GDHS kids that is not such a far distance from the
current school. For example, sharing facilities with the French high school (Le Relais). It is possible that an addition to
that school could cost far less than the cost of bussing our children out of the area. Building a new school could still
cost less in the long run and should be looked into.

10/14/2016 8:06 PM
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281 GDHS has a variety of facilities unavailable and highly unlikely to be available at other schools. For example, there are
3 gyms and a proper music room, as well as four large tech rooms, a well-supplied foods room, and lots of computers.
GDHS is used by many community groups. It is an important part of the town of Alexandria and the surrounding area.
GD has students who can walk to school. Many co-op students are able to walk to their placements. The building
houses TR Leger and Glengarry Archives. These uses must be taken into account. The town of Alexandria also offers
access to other facilities, such as the arena and the indoor dome. Some students who attend local French language
schools from kindergarten to grade 8 attend GDHS for grades 9-12. These students will not attend Tagwi; they will
remain in the French school board. Tagwi is isolated. It is not a community hub. It is not within walking distance for
students. It is not within walking distance for co-op placements. It does not offer the level of spirit and community
support that GD has. Its population could be split between GDHS, NDDHS, and Cornwall. VCI is much too small to
accommodate students from GDHS. Nor is it situated in such a way as to make expansion easy or cheap. The vast
majority of CharLan parents do not want to send their kids to Cornwall. If GDHS closes, they will be more likely to
leave UCDSB altogether. Although changes are needed, and I would prefer other options were given more
consideration, it makes no sense to me that UCDSB seems so willing to devastate Glengarry County by implementing
the current draft proposal.

10/14/2016 7:38 PM

282 I have some ideas, but not certain they are completely solutions that would meet the board's objective 10/14/2016 7:25 PM

283 Oops- all over the map here... Reading questions after answering previous one... See previous questions 10/14/2016 7:21 PM

284 Move students from Tagwa, VCI and Charlan to GDHS. Better services in Alexandria area for COOP programs. Close
to hospital. 3 gyms and multiple shops.

10/14/2016 7:14 PM

285 From our understanding, the government is pushing for mega schools. We realize there are some schools that need to
be closed. Make Glengarry DHS a JK-12 and bring all the local feeder schools in: Laggan, SJ MacLeod, Maxville
Public, Williamstown Public and if numbers still aren't sufficient, Charlan DHS. You could build a mega school in
Alexandria where it is central to the county and offers the most opportunity for the students. They have access to co-
ops in Alexandria as well as part-time jobs. They have the dome, and the arena, the park and lake, etc.

10/14/2016 6:57 PM

286 The French Catholic School Board built a new school that has remained under capacity since it's inception. How about
reuniting the schools as they were for decades! Amalgamate GDHS and Laggan into one school and run a K to 12.

10/14/2016 6:52 PM

287 -Add french immersion to maxville ps -Remove unused parts of GD 10/14/2016 6:51 PM

288 If you need to upgrade schools and instead of adding on to VCI and spending all this money on bussing, renovate or
rebuild GDHS to house its current student population so the kids from Laggan, Elda Rouleau, Terre des Jeunes and
St. Finnans can keep feeding into this school. Laggan is one of your best ranking schools if you start looking st closing
GD and eventually Laggan you'll just lose enrolment because people will switch boards. Close GDHS and you'll lose
those other kids who will then just go to holy trinity or esrg.

10/14/2016 6:05 PM

289 Transfer the students from Tagwi to Glengarry. Tagwi has no historic signifance in the area, it is a late addition to our
education system and closing it will have no effect on businesses in the area. Alexandria is the largest town in the
area. Businesses there will suffer badly if GDHS is closed. Many students are "town students" and it will add greatly to
put them on busses. Rural schools are an important part of our lifestyle; we need them.

10/14/2016 4:53 PM
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